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ANSWERS TO ~'THE UL TI1\1ATE QUIZ" 

In jts issues for January and April I 967 (XV, [09'-l l 2, 2 2 3) t the IrlARV.ARD 

L1nRARY Bu1.LETIN rcprjntcd from Vanity Fair, XX\TIIt 3 (ld"ay 192 7 )., 52i 118, 

the Jate Sann1el C+ Che,v•s ~.:.The Ulti111:1te Horror in Q11estionnaires.iJ A set of 
anS'\vers '1lso appeared jn J7 nnity F air1 XX\TIII! 5 (July 192 7) i 74) 98; but it 
seems possib]e that~ an1ong those rca.dcrs of the BuJ..L:E1"IN' 1vho do not h~vc a 
file of V nnity F(fir at hand 1 there arc srnnc ,vho ,verc bailed by at Jcast a fe,v of 
the questions. ~·loreoveri Professor Ho1v:1rd !\1umford Jonest attacking the 
u]dmate horror ,vithout benefit of a crib~ brought to light infonnadon supple-
mendng so111c of the ans,,•ers as given in the origjnal set. Consequently it sccn1s 
desfrab]e to supply a revised set of ans"·ers, as f 0110,,7s; 

J. Walt \Vhitn1rln, in "Song of l\1 ysc1f.," Jine 41., declares tlrnt the huH and the 
bug \Vere never ,vors hipped l 1 alf enough. 

2,· A P(lhuesei js a c.:1r,·ed figure of Christ entcrlng ]crusa1cn1 on Palm Sunday., 
rjding an ass. 1~he cffigy 1 adorned ,vith paln1s, ,i;,•as part of the Paln1 
Sunday procession forme_r]y held in n1~ny Gern1an to,vns and vilfoge.,. 

3. · Captain A ha b 's first mate ,vus named Starbuck+ 
4. Ezcki c] ,vas exj led in Ila by Ion . 
. 5. J o.nws I of Scotland ,vrotc The l(inif s Quair; /Viau rice He,v1ett ,vrotc 
· : 1'be Quee111s Qua fr.. A quair is. a llool<. . 
6. The portrait of 1\1arji10 Fa1icro ,vas suppressed. Alfieri~ Byroni S,vin-

burne~ De1avigne and several German ,vriters dram~tized his_ Jife. 
7. The J) om u i l d at Col ogn c ,vas painted by Stephen Lochner. 
8. The I tell fo.n painter ,vh o ,vor ke d at Avignon ,vas Simone l\1 a rtini; his 

brothcr-in~la\v ,vas Lippo 1Vlen11ni. 
9. SarnucI Butlcr'.t author of 1~be 111 ay of All Flesh., ,vantcd a thcrne of 

I-Jandcl carved on his tombstone. His request ,y.as not carried out because 
he "\vas crerna ted an cl his a sh es sea ttcrcd. · 

ro. ·. The Gothic cathedral ,vjth the longest nave is Winchester; the one ,vith 
the ]1jghest \raulring is at lleauvais. 

1 r. Th·e error Jn the statc.tnent tha. t ,cchc Burial of the Count Orgaz j~ in the 
Jittle to,vn of San Tome in SpainB is that ~he painting is in the Churcb of 
San T on1 e I [l To ledot Spai 11. 

· 12~ (a) The lssenhcirn a]tarpiece by A'lathfa.s Gtiine,,~aid 3nd the A'1adonna of 
the Rose Arbor by J)tJartin Schongauer are in Coln1ar; (b) J\1.adonna and 

· T,vo Saints by Giorgione is in Castelf ranco; ( c) The L--Jst Judgment by 
Roger van der \1/eyden is in Bcaunc; and ( d) The Resurrection by Pjcro 
de 11=1 F r::l ncc.~ca is j n Borg o San Sep o lcro. 

r3. Smithfield~ a forge area in London near the General Post Officc1 is a cor-
rDprion of ~isn1ooth fields." 

14. The n1a nd rake ,vas be] icvcd to shriek ,vhen torn from the earth~ 
15. The ·17 iJ'/kerscbl11chtdcukuutl is u n1onu1ncnt in Leipzig co1nn1etnorating 

3°5 
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the def eat of Napoleon by the Allies in 1813 in the so-ca1led Battle of the 
NatiOnS', 

16. The fro1n the pediments of Acgina. ,vcrc in the Glypothek in 
j\-1unich in 192 7. 

17.. A i\1idrash is an ancjent Jc,·dsh con1mennu1• on sorr1e pass--age in the Old 
Testa1nent 1 an ~'cxpositjonn• (fron1 the Hebre,v verb meaning to search 
out or .inquire). 

J 8. iiThc Last Sjgh of the J\·Iour,' is a spot jn the Sierra Nevada near Granada 
,,·here Boabdil nuned to ]ook for the last thue 11pon the city ,vhcncc he 
had been expelled by F crdin:and and Isa b e1 I a. Ta ng-i-A1 la hu Akbar is a 
spot on the hills near Shiraz in Persia fro1n ,v·hich the vie"r of the city is 
of such exceeding beauty that Hafiz dec]ared that nH ,vho gaze upon it 
are co n~trai ned to cry ~'All tth u Akbar~ '' "God is Grca t ! " 

19~ The approxin1ate dates of the Sung Period arc 900-1280. 
20 .. The one ,vho asked to be placed on Suniun1!s n1arble steep ,vas the anony-

n1ous bard in Byron's Dou Juan (Canto iii) i.vho sings HThe Isles of 
Greece'' to I-Iaidee 1 Don Juant and a n1erry co1npanyr Suniurn_ is a head-
] and southeast of A tl1cns, at C-i p e Colonna~ The rn arla le 5teep ref crs to the 
Temple of Poseidon at Sunium. 

21. The 1nasterpiecc of an Engli~h poet ,vritten in Bernes:que verse ,vas: 
Byron's Dou J ii an, in n1anner and f orn1 n111 ch influenced by Il ern i and 
other heroicomic poehi of tl1c Italian Renaissance. · 

2.1. The so-ca 11 cd Dan cc of the Seises j s a ritua lisric da nee, s urvl vln g fro n1 the 
1\ 1 o~rah ic r itct w hie h takes p 1 ace bcf ore th c high altar of the ':a thed ral 
of Sc\" iHe during t':-,e F ie.~ta d cl San tjsim o Co rpusL F onnerl y the re ,,, ere 
t\velvc dancers (sh: hoys and six gfr]s, hence the nan1c, "the Sixn-); no·vt 
the dance is pcrfonncd by ten boy5. 

:13. 1lle .student of uAuguries of Innocence 1~ ,vill kno,v ,vho Sc1id a robin red-
breast in a cage does \vlrnt to ,,•hat: WiUiatn Blake dcc]arcd it puts all 
heaven in a 1·a ge. 

:z4. The Donna Lonlhar<l-a ,vas llosmunda,. Queen of the Lon1bards, ,vho 
caused the <lea th of her h usi land af tcr he forced her to d d nk fro 111 n cup 
1nade of the sl.'1.111 of her father, Cunimondc~ King of the Gcpidj, There 
a re many versions of the story in n1 any Ii tera tu res. She is the subject of 
plays by Runcellait Alficrj, and S,\•inburne. 

2 5- The nvo cities rernrning the n1issing panels of "The Adoration of the 
Lamb 1'' the \la n Eye k a I rarpiece~ to G hcnt ,vere Iler lj n a.n d Brussels~ 
Berlin ,,ras f orccd by the Treaty of V crsail1es to return nvo panels "~hich 
ha<l been in Gcnn:.1ny for about a century; Brusse]s reh1rncd the t,,·o she 
had in order that the altarpiece! originally painted for the Church of St. 
Bavon in Ghent 1 ,voul[! be comp1ctc. 

i6. Tours is ~ssociated ,yjth the follo,ving \,•ritcrs: Rabcbis, Ronsard, J)es-
carres] Bal zacl Gregory of Tnu rs, A I cuin, and., 1 css j n tima te 1 y, Ana to le 
France. 

2 7. J anc Austen lcf t unfinished 'l~be TJT atrous., Sa11dito111 and Catherinet or· t/:Je 
Dower .. 
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28. 1"he ·Cycle of 1\ln1c. de Sabatjcr refers to poems inspired by (son1ctin1cs 

addressed to) .i\1 n, e. de S ::i hn tier: scattered through Ba udch ire, s Les F"/ e 1 tr s 
du Afttl. 

i9. (a) Soan1c.s refers either to Soa1ncs Forsyte in Go.lS\vorthy's The 'Forsyte 
Saga or to E.noch Soan1cs, the minor pnet in J\1ax Beerhohm!s Seveu l\1en+ 
(b) Peter Quint is the red-haired ghost jn Henry Ja111es!s The T11n1 of the 
Screw. ( c) Eloa is-the fen1ale ungc11 chc chief figure in Alfred de \ 1ignyis 
pocrn, Eloa .. ( d) Doctor I--Iornbook is a sacirjc portrait of one John ,,,n~on 
in Robert Bnrns's uDcath and Doctor Hombookr" ( c) Bosota is the vii bin 
in vVcbster's Tbe JJuclJ~ss-of A-falfi. 

30. 1'he rchdonshjp of Fanny Imhy 1 1'1ary SheHey, and Jane Clainuont ,\Tas 
as follov,.rs: Fanny ,vas the daughter of lVillbn1 Godvdn's :first ,vifc by 
Captain GI1bcrt Imlay~ to ,vhon1 she ,vas not married; l\-iary ,vas the 
da ughtcr of God ,vin and his :fir~t ,vif c; and Jane i..vas the d ;1u g h te r n f 
Godw·in's second v::ife by her first hu.,,1.nind. 

3 z. The fish .is a symbol of Christ because the letters in the Greek \Vord for 
fish a re the initials of th c Greek ,vord s n1ca n in g J csus Christ., the Son of 
God, the Saviour~ The fish is an attribute of ·robias bccausc 1 on the advice 
of the Archangel Rc1phuel~ he burned the organs of ::i fish in the hrjdal 
_chanlhcr of his ,vifc Sarah, thereby drivJng a,vay the den,on ... i\smc»deus, 
,vho ,vas in lo\ 1e lVith her. (T'hc Book of Tobit jn the Apocryph~). 

32. The Se\1en Acts: of i\·1ercy for the laity nrc: Feed the hungry, give drink 
to the thirsty, c!othc the naked, c1ttend the 5jck, \~isit c-aptjvc~, ofFcr hospi-
rn.lrty to stra n gcrs, and bury the dead. For the clergy: J nstruct the i gn o-
nult, couns-el the doubtful 1 admonish sinners~ bear ,vrongs \Vlth patience 1 

forgh 1e offences, con1fort the affiicted, pmy for the living and the dcadr 
3 3. Alcofri1n1s N:;1~je:r ,.va~ the pscudonyn1 of Francofa Raheb•~t the fifth book 

of ,v hose Gar ga1 i tua is by many scholars thought to be spl1 r~ nus. 
34. The i\,Ioabite Stone, in the Louvre, is a rnonurnent dedicated to the god 

Ke1nosh by i\1.esha of 1i.1oab to record his v~ctury over the Israelites in the 
dnys of Ah'1b. 

35 Antigone "ras not 1iteraHy 1'put to death/' for .she hanged ner5elf in the 
vauk in "·hich she hat.I been buried alive by order of Creon. She had pe.r-
fonncd burfol rites for her brother Polynciccs jn defiance of Creon's 
comn1and. 

3 6. Pric k-:::ion g is \"V ri tten vocal music, sung from note~ \V rittc n or 1 'pricked.,,' 
as dfacinct from that sung from lncrnory or by ear. A reheck fa an early 
f orn1 of fiddle, " 1tth three strings. A sack but is an obsolete form of bass: 
t rnmp c.t, ,vi th s slide for altcrj ng tl \C pitch like that of a tro111 bone. 

37. The SccoDd Annunciation, a rather rare n1otif in Christian arrJ h the 
appearance of the Archm1gel Gnhriel to the Ulessed \ 1irgin l\·1ury near 
the end of her }ife1 to tell her she js to he mkcn to heaven. 

3s. ( i1) ,iThe garden 1ikc ;:i lady f~fr ,va~ cnt"H by GHes FJetcher, uChrist's 
\7ictory and Triu1npht Part il, stanza 421 is better kno\\'n to us-f rorn the 
fact that it js the motto of Poc 1s 'LT he J.,andscapc Garden.-:-~ (h) i'\1olierc's 
Le Affrnnt/Jrope, Act I~ Scene ij, saysi -i:tJiai,ne nlieux n1a mict :au guc! '1 
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( c) ~1Cut is the branch that might have gro-\vn fu1l straigl1t,~) is from the 
epilogue of Dr. Fmtstus by Christoplwr .!\1arlo\ve. (cl) 1~Jbant Obscuri sob 
suh nocte per u1nbn11nt .is from \Tirgirs Aeneid, \ 7l 1 2 68. ( c) \fictor 
I-Iugo's L,B:1.-piationi Part II (Les Chatin1cnts), opens ,vith the line 1'\:\\1ter-
]oo! \V~terloo ! Waterloo1 1norne pbine! ( f) ''O pntda n1ia1 vedo le 
1nurac gli ::ircbi . ./i\1fl fo. gluria non vedo" .is the begjnniag of Loopardi.,,s 
Alf Italia. (g) "Schon ,var ich auch, und das ,1..rar 1nein \ 7erderben" is 
line 44 3 4 in G oet he1 s Fmt st~ Pa rt L 

39. The n~n,e of Dr. Johnson's cat ,va.s Hodge; Byron's dog ,vas Iloats,vain, 
and the dog Hardy ha.d in 191.7 "'as called Wessex. 

40. Re a.d ers of th c B ULLETJN ,vi U b c -able to th ink of a good nian y more than 
lour descriptions uf the plague in Hternture 1 among them Thucydides, 
History of tb e P F:l up onue s ia n TJT ar; Boccaccio, Pro I ogu c to the De ca,11-
e ro JI; Dekkcr's The lJ' onderful Year, the diaries of Pepys and Eve]yn; 
DefoeJs / ournal of tfJe Plague Year, 1\1.anzoni's l Pro111essi Sposi. 

41. ~1B.\ 1.'' ,vcrc initials used hy James Thomson, author of Thr City of 
l)teadful Night. The '1B'3 stood for Bysshet Shelley's 111iddle nan1ct since 
Thotnson greatlr ::nhnircd that pocti and u\:,r)i stood for VanoH.s, an 
anugran1 of Novalis (Friedrich von H~rdenherg)J ,.-vhom he also ad1nfred. 

41. Virgil is nu n1bcrc d a1non g the Prop h cts use in the F ourt1 l Ee lo guc 
he sp-ea ks of ti 1e birth of a chi 1d "\Y ho is to usher in 8 n age . of pea t:e, nvo 
thcnics ca,c;ily 111isintcrprctcd by Christian apologists as prophesying the 
con1ing of Christ. on the of certain passage~, in Isaiah . 

. 4 3.. The Jo c trine of the In unacu b te Co nee ption ·was cha tnpio ned by John 
Duns S con1sT 

44. A number of persons scc,n to have sat by tlrn crater of Etna: l1l~to"' ac~ 
cording to legend; the En1p eror Had rinnt pro ba hl y; Emily Lo,vc, author 
of Unprotected 1/eniales it1 Sicily 1 Calabria, a~1d on tbe Top of Af ount Enur 
(London 1 1859); and Ed\vard J ... caes Old person of Gractna in Nou!iense 
Book~ En~p cdo clcs t hrc ,v himself in to the era ter .. 

4 5 r Th C p ll its de :vi O 1se .. were <lc~i gncd by Cl :lU s Sl l1 ter. 
46. The Tres Riches Heures du Due de Berry is in Chanti1ly. The He11res de 

1'urin "ras destroyed by fire. 
4 7.. The f ollo\ -v in g cities ,\Te re associated ,vit h the f o 11 O\ v in g 1'l ut hors or g rtists: 

(a) Roncn -Flaubert and l\1iupas5ant, (b) Olney-,\-'illbn1 Co,vper., 
(c) Nurcn1berg-Dnrer and Hans Sachs, (d) Chatnbery- Jean Jacques 
Rousseau~ ( c) A rq ua - Petra rch 1 ( f) G ra~rtl ere - vVords\vorth and TJ c 
Quincey, (g) Giverny-1\fonet, (h) ·Brescia~ i\1oretto1 (i) J ... au~nne 
l\1adatne de Stael, Gibbon. (j) Fies.ole- Fra Angelico)°"'- S. Landor . 

. 48. Ruskin considered \Tenice and Chamonix his unvo homes on earth .. JJ 

49. Three pacntcrs in the Breugel family -,,,1erc Peter Breugel the E]dcr~ kno-\vn 
as ' 1Breu gd 1 e D n:i i e ·n; Pe tc r Breu gel the Youn gcr, kn o,,,n as ,i B rcugcl d c 
l' En f crt\ n nd Jan B rcu gel, k uo \Vil as "Breu gel de "\r elours~ u 

50. Haydn con1poscd 104 symphonies. 

(To be concluded) 


