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Note on the Corrections Made by 
Montaigne in the Bordeaux 
Copy of the Edition of 1588 

1,1 a.reel Franr;on 

-- IIE 'lEXT of the Essnis conics to us f ron1 five distinct sources: 
( 1) the edition of 1 5 So; (2) the edit.ion of 1582; (3) the 
edition of 1 588; (4) the revisions~ deletions, ~nd additions; 
11nd ( 5) the cd ition of 1 5 9 s to restore letters, ,vords, and 

phrases tri111n1cd off by the eighteenth-century binder. 
Everyone agrees on the rc]ati ve values of the editions of 15 Bo, 1 5 8 2, 

and 1588~ But a question arises regarding the textual 1nodifications in-
troduced hy [\,J ontnignc in the '~Bordeaux Copy.'' In any case, it ma.)T 
be observed that: 

1. The Copy (this si rnplified designation ,viH he used here to indicate the 
Bordeaux copy of the edition of r 5 88) ,vas reproduc-c<l by E. CourLct ( volume 
l, dated r 906) find (for the t\Vo other volu[ncs, dated 191 3 and 193 1) by a 
group tJf colh1borntors1 inc]uding Armaingnud., Courbet 1 and DL1portal This 
,vas a typographical reproduction. Another reproduction, in photographic 
f a.csi1niJc, of the Copy .. ,vith a.n jntrotluction by F. Stro,v~ki (Paris: Hnchette, 
191?) ,vos issued in three v0Jun1cs. 

l+ The edition of i\.1~rie de J nrs de Gournay ( I 59 s or 1598) has been used in 
order to restore ,vhat rhc binder caused to dis~ppear. 

J+ It has seemed to rnc that these editions of iVlarie de Jars de Gournay in 
J 595 and 1598 cannot be used except ,vhcn there is no other n1eans of restor-
ing ,vords or phrases e1in1jnatcd by the binder. 

4r For the alterntjons ,vritten by 1\•Iontaigne hin1sclf on the Copy, modern 
editors have adopted different readings. 1 Those ghren by j\{aric de Jars de 

1 In his artide, t, .l\'lontalgne," La RC1)Uc Jatine, J ounrnl de Liuinrture Cou1paree~ 
\ 11 ( 1907 }, 1 l9-153 - ,,·hich fa a reyjew of Fortnnat Strov.·sl~j~s Afonudgne ( J->a.ri!;;, 
1906) - f.ruilc Faguct v.·rotc: ndcs editions des Ersais, coinhicn y en a-t-il? Trois 1 

tout ju~tc: ccllc de , 580~ celle de 1588 •• ] et cclle Jc l. 595 ( Gol]rnay }. n But, in 
order to establish the text of the Essnis~ one 1nust c:xpfoir\ \\Th~t Su·o\~/ski ,v:rote in 
the iniToduction to his monumental edition of Lei ErsaiI (Rordc~ux, ?906 ), lJ xvj; 
"l/Excrr1phire de Ilordeaux est fair d~un fonds impri1nc C[ cF-Jdditions ou t:orrct:-"tio11s 
1na n user itcs. 1 ' These add J tio ns or O.lJTect ions present a pro blcn1. J n the c j gl \ tccnt h 
century rt Linder cut the margins of this ~iExc1np]nirc de Hordcau,-:,n $.nd the edition 
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Corrections 111nde by tl1ontaigne 
G ournay arc not at a!J authoritative. 1 have had occasion to vcrjfy them in 
certain instances, ,vhich have convj need n1e thnt J\laric de Jars clc Gourn-ay 
misread or misinterpreted the~e ::iltcrations. ·P]attard and other editors have not 
~aid ho,v they proceeded. A]onc, an1ong those 1vhon1 1 have studied, Porte~nt 
has exp re.ss l y de C la red: ~~Les additions so 11 t don nee.s d lap res r Edi tiun ]\ 1 l1 n ici-
p a 1 e, l' Referring to his o,vn critical edition of L'Apo/.ogie, he has added: uEn 
s'aidant de l'edjtion de I 59 5, 1,11. Stro,~:ski~ a con1b]c ks fo.cuncs de i\-1 [ the 
symbol ·used Ly Portcau to designate the Bordeaux Copy] par endroits in-
cornplet Unc sculc f ois nous avons cru dev-oJr rejeter le texte qu)il propose 
[- .. ] Scs -autrcs conjectures sont notccs cntrc deux crochets aigus [ + •• ] 2 

It appears that a task remains. After Stro,vski and his reproduction 
of 19 r 2, and the Edition l\'lunicipale, after Courbet and his t5rpo-
graphical reproduction~ it should be useful to vcrif y or to discuss the 
readings that have been proposed for the ''suppressions, additions~ ct 
rcn1anic1ncnts'l presented by the Bordeaux Copy. i\{ Bonnet has said, 
of the .r dition lvl un icjpalc, "Sans dou te ne n1a11riuc-t-cllc pas, cllc non 
p1us~ de ccrtains def nu ts, rcsultan t en genera] d J errcur.s conuniscs dans 
Jn Jecture des passages n1anuscrjts de r cxe1nplaire." He con cl udcs 
that '"'"1nalgrc ceJa, un eprouYC en parcourant [tEdition IVlunicipalc] 
11nc itnprcssion d~ scc.:urite [~ ... ] gui lui conf ere [. ... ] un credit dont 
elle n 'a d \1i1lcurs jan1ais 1nany_ue. J' 4 

of .!\'iiric dr. Jars de Gournay ( 1595 reproduced. scvcr~l ti•nc:s) has bcet1 used by 
rnorkrr\ editors to restore ,i.·lnt \\':ts dct.rroyed in th~ eightccnrh century; hut her 
rc1lding of these modifications nu.de by JV]onrnigne hirn::.df (in 1,is o\,·n l1at1d) is 
nm:: satisfactory. Th.e 1 'Ediriun i\1 unicipalc"' ( 1906--19 r9 ), thl"! urcproduction en 
phototypic 11 ( Paris: Hachette, r912 ), "nd the- Hrcproduction t)'pographiquc de 
l'exarr1plairc)) by Annaingaud and others ( 1913-193 1) arc \·ery helpf ol bccnu~e thr: 
readings of the ' 1j\1::1nuscrjt de Bordeaux,, ,vcrc checked hr a series of scholars 
(cf. Porte-au's l:"dition or J}A fJo/ogie, cited beloVt· in note .2 ). 

2 1\·lontaigne, L'AJlOfogie df U.11y1JJOJJd Srbond, te.\tf etClbli et rin11ote par Paul 
Portcau (Paris: Au bier, 193 7) 1 p. xvi. 

3 Published at Bordc::i.tix~ under ~us:pkes of the Commis51on des Archives n)unici-
pales - vols. I-11 ( 1906 ~nd 1909, f'.d. Fortun-at Stro\,·ski); \'OJ. 11l ( 1919, Ed. Fratu;ois 
GeLdin); \'Ol. ]\' (SourceJ, 1939); vol. \T ( Le.tfrJue! 193 3). 

-l pj c r re Bonnet I cl Le te xte des ] ;::s s~is ll c A.-io n taign e, t. vol n ti on de sa stru cturc des 
origincs :i nos jours,n Bulletin de Ir,. Societi des Auzis de-kl ontnigne, Iv~ Serie, Ko. 7 
(Juillet-Scpte1nbre 1966), 78; rt:!prErtt<n1 frotn ccA\Tant-propos" to J\1:iucd Fran~on, 
l'our u1ie edition r.ritiquc des Essais ( Can1hridgc: Schocnhof1 1965). 
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