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Notc on the Corrections Made by
Montaigne in the Bordeaux
Copy of the Edition of 1588

Marcel Francon

1E 1EXT of the Essais comes to vs {rom five distinet sources:

(1) the cdition of 1580; (2) the edition of 1582; (3) the

edition of 1588; (4) the revisions, deletions, and additions;

and (5) the edition of 1595, to restore letters, words, and
phrases trimmed off by the cighteenth-century binder.

Everyone agrees on the relative values of the editions of 1580, 1582,
and 1588. But a question ariscs regarding the textual modifications in-
troduced by Montaigne in the “Bordeaux Copy.” In any case, it may
be observed that:

1. The Copy (this simplified designation will be used here to indicate the
Bordeaux copy of the edition of 1588) was reproduced by E, Courbet (volume
I, dated 1908) and (for the two other volumes, dated 1913 and 1931) by a
group of collaborators, including Armaingaud, Courbet, and Duportal. This
was a typographical reproduction. Another reproduction, in phatographic
facsimile, of the Copy, with an introduction by F. Strowski {Paris: Hachette,
1912} was issued 1n three volumes,

2. The cdition of Marie de Jars de Gournay (1595 or 15¢8) has been used in
order te restore what the binder caused to disappear.

3. It has scemed to me that these editions of Marie de Jars de Gournay in
1595 and 1508 cannot be used except when there is no other means of restor-
ing words or phrases eliminated by the binder.

4- For the alterations written by Montaigne himself on the Copy, modern
editors have adopted different readings® Thosc given by Aaric de Jars dc

1In his article, “Monraigne,” La Revie larine, Journal de Littérature Comparée,
VI (1907}, 129-153 — which is a review of 'ortunat Strowsli’s Mentaigre (Paris,
1906) — Emile Faguet wrote: “des éditions des Essais, combien y en a-1-il? Trois,
tout juste: celle de (580, celle de 7588 [...] et celle de 1595 (Gournay ). But, in
order to establish the text of the Essais, one must explain what Strawski wrote in
the intraduction to his monumerntal edition of Les Essais {Bordeaux, rgo6), 1, xvi:
“IL’Fxemplaire de Bordeaux est fait d’un fonds imprimé er d'2dditions ou vorrcctions
manuscrites.” These additions or corrections present a problem. In the cighteenth
century 2 binder cut the margins of this “Exemplaire de Bordcaux,” and the edition
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Gournay arc not at all authoritative. 1 have had occasion to verify them in
certain instances, which have convinced me that Marie de Jars de Gournay
mistead or misinterpreted these alterations. Plattard and other cditors have not
said how they proceeded. Alone, among those whom 1 have studied, Porteau
has cxpressly declared: “Les additions sont données d’apres I'Edition Munici-
pale.” Referring to his own critical edition of L’Apologie, hc has added: “En
saidant de I'édition de 1505, M. Strowski, a combl¢ les lacuncs de M [the
symbol used by Porteau to designate the Bordeaux Copy] par endroits in-
complet. Une scule fois nous avons cru devoir rejeter le texte qu'il propose
[...] Ses autres conjectures sont notces entre deux crechets aigus [...]7 2

It appears that a task remains. After Strowski and his reproduction
of 1912, and the Edition Municipale,® after Courbet and his typo-
graphical reproduction, it should be useful to veofy or to discuss the
rcadings that have been proposed for the “suppressions, additions, ct
remanicments” presented by the Bordeaux Copy. M. Bonnct has said,
of the Fdition Municipale, “Sans doute ne manque-t-clle pas, cllc non
plus, de certains défauts, résultant en général d’errcurs commises dans
la lecture des passages manuscrits de 'exemplare.” He concludes
that “malgré cela, on éprouve cn parcourant [I'Edition Municipale]
unc impression de séeurité [ . ] qui lui confere [L . ] un crédic dont
elle n'a d’aillcurs jamais manqueé.”” *

of Maric de Jars de Gourpay (1595, reproduced scveral times) has been used by
modern editors to restare what was destroyed in the eighteenth century; bur her
reading of these modifications made by Montaigne himscl{ (in Jis own hand} is
nor satisfactory. The “Edition Municipale” (r9o6-1919), the “reproduction en
phototypic” (Paris: Hachette, 1912), and the “reproduction typographique de
I'examplaire” by Armaingaud and others (1913-1931) arc very helpful because the
readings of the “Manuscrit de Bordeaux” were checked by a series of scholars
(¢f. Porteau’s cdition of 1.'Apelogie, cited below in note 2).

2 Maontaigne, L'Apologie de Raymond Sebond, texte erabli et annoté par Paul
Porteau (Paris: Aubter, 1937), p. Xvi.

2 Published at Bordeaux, under auspices of the Commission des Archives municl-
pales — vols. I-11 (1906 and 1909, ed. Fortunat Strowski); vol. 11T (1919, ed. Frangois
Gebelin); vol. 1V (Sources, 1939); vol. V (Lexigque, 1933).

1 Picrre Bonner, “Le texte des )ssais de Montaigne, Evolution de sa structure des
origines & nos jours,” Bafletin de In Société des Awnis de Monraigne, 1V Série, No. 7
(Juillet-Septembre 1966}, 78; reprinted from “Avant-propos™ to Mareel Frangon,
Pour e édition critigue des Essais (Cambridge: Schoenhof, 1965).
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