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a sacred status. They \\'ere treated as somcth ing a kin to the voice of 
God over the original chaos, transforn1ing featureless n1attc-r into 
spiritual values. ~fhc relics of Ro1ne \Vere cited as proof that such 
miracles \Vere credib]e. Classical literary texts served as the missa]s 
and breviaries of the cult. Under its sti1nu]us a self-regulating, com-
mcrcia] market for printed editions of Latin authors can1e into being~ 
Through the mechanics of such a market printing gradually liberated 
itself frorn the confines of patronage .. Habent sua fata Jibe/Ii. 
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