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The last issue ol the Harvard Library Bulletin was a special issue, “The
First 350 Years of the Harvard University Library.”” Although it was iden-
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Winter-Spring 1986, vol, 34, nos. 1-2.
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a sacred status. They were treated as something akin to the voice of
God aver the original chaos, transforming featurcless matter into
spiritual valucs. The relics of Rome were cited as proof that such
miracles were credible. Classical literary texts served as the missals
and breviarics of the cult. Under its stimulus a self-regulating, com-
mercial market for printed cditions of Latin authors came into being.
Through the mechanics of such a market printing gradually liberated
isell from the confines of patronage. Habent sua fata libelli.
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