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NOTES ON THE HARVARD LIBRARIES

Seack For 1HE CinrrAL COLLECTION

THE PrECEDING 1SSUE of this journal, page 310, reported a proposal for a large
underground addition immedtately cast of Houghton to provide space urgently
needed for the Library’s central collection and those who use it. Mcanwhile,
in order to make reom for current additions to heavily used collections in the
Widener stack, certain materials have been moved temporarily to the Lictaucr
building. These include Eng (Engineering), F (the Fearing Collection on
angling), SG (Sports and Games), Sei 7550-1650 (Agricultural Periodicals),
and, most recently, Edue 2000-2999 and 6ooo-g678 (cducational publications
on teaching, training of teachers, organization and management of schools,
professional edocation, and self-edocation). The books on education, most of
which presumably will be transferred to the Graduate School of Education
Library when spacc becomes available in the building soon to be constructed
for that school, will be circulated directly from the Littauer Libracy, and
qualified persons will be admitted to the stack there to consult them, Books
in other chasses listed above will continuc to be borrowed through the Circula-
tion Desk in Widener. All materials in the Littancr stacks will be delivered by
the messenger service to Widener or to other Iarvard libraries on request.

Prrir Horer, L.H.D.

At THE CoMMENCEMENT exercises on 15 June, Philip Hofer, Curator of
Printing and Graphic Arxts in the College Library, was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Humane Letters, with the citation, “The unfailing concern for
college and for art, and the discriminating taste of this generous scholar-collee-
tor have wondrously illaminated the Harvard Chronicle of our time,”

A Pratrormsi-or Criiurch DiscipLINE (1649)

AvtaoucH the first edition of 4 Platformr of Church Diseiplise was “Printed
at Cambridge by § G in New Englond and arc to be sold at Cambridge
and Bostor dnnoe Dow: 1649,” the Harvard Library did not have a copy until
19 April 1967, when funds bequeathed te Harvard by the Jate Thomas W,
Streeter, augmented by pifts of friends of the Library, made possible its
acquisition at the sale of Mr. Streeter’s colicction, The Platform, written by
Richard Mather, with an introduction by John Cotton, was based on dcliber-
ations of a Synod of the Elders and Messenpers of New England churches.
Major tenets of this landmark in American history and in the development of
American institutions arc the autonomy of the local church, the representative
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character of the ministry, the covenant relation of church membership, and che
obligation of fellowship and friendly counsel with other churches on matters
of particular or of personal concern.

PrrsonNrL CHANGES

Dorcas M. Bishop has retired after forty-nine years in the Harvard Library.
Following rclatively bricf intervals on the staff of Widener and the Law School
Libraty, Miss Bishop transferred to the Graduate School of Education in 192z,
and she cheerfully helped to make the School's Library useful to faculty and
students through years of inadequate housing in Lawrence Hall and of tempo-
rary quarters in Longfellow:,

Herman P, Eschenbacher, who came to Harvard in 1965 as Librarian of the
Graduate School of Education, has left to join the faculty at Brown University.
Though his administrative term was brief, it came at a critical period in the
development of the Library, and he has had an important part in planning the
Library-Rescarch Center that is soon to be constructed on Appian Way.

Afvs, Lazelie Sehavarten has retired after having been Librarian of the Arnold
Arboretum since 1944 and Librarien of the Gray Herbarium since 1954.
Nearly 130,000 volumes and pamphlets are now held by the two collections,
cach of which is cutstanding in its ficld; during Mrs. Schwarten’s administra-
tion they were brought together physically, whicl has substantially increased
their usefulness.

Raiph T. FEsterguest, Librarian of the Francis A. Countway Library of
Medicine, is on Ieave for the current academic year in order to establish and
arganize a Washington headquarters for the International Relations Office of
the Amcrican Library Association. This Office has a broad program for
assisting in the establishment of librarvies and libracy schools in developing
countries and for training {orcipn librarians in the United States. During the
absence of Mr. Esterquest, Iarold Bloomquist will serve as Acting Librarian
of the Countway Library.

Latnrence J. Kipp, Librarian of the Baker Library at the Graduate School
of Business Administration, will be on leave for a portion of the year to advise
the University of Delhi Library.,

Contenmporary CHiva: A ResearcH (GUIDER

Prtew Bexton, of the University of Southern California, and Lupene W,
Librarian of the Harvard-Yenching Library, are the authors of Contermiporary
China: A Research Guide, which has been published by che Hoover Institudion
at Stanford for the Joint Committee on Contemperary China of the American
Council of Learned Socicties and the Social Science Rescarch Council. The
Gride describes significant bibliographical and reference works, selccted docu-
mentary compilations, and serial publications relating co mainland China since
1949 and Taiwan since 1945, Dissertations and theses are alsa listed, and there

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XV, Number 4 (October
1967)



420 Harvard Library Bulletin

i¢ an appendix on catalogues, directorics, surveys and other publications con-
cerning research Jibrary resources on contemporary China, both American and
{oreign.

Risources a1 COuNTWAY

MEemear publications of mainland China and United Statcs government docu-
ments are being collected systematically under two special acquisition programs
recently inaugurated at the Countway Library of Medicine. No other library
in this country appears to be making a comprehensive colleetion on contempo-
rarv Chinese medicine, so that the effort at Countway, in which the staff of
the Harvard-Yenching Library is assisting, should make a contribution to
national resources. Tle document program responds to an incrcasing number
of requests, and the American acquisitions will be supplemented by current
statistical publications from sixty foreign counttics,

Books on obstetrics and gynecology will be purchased with the income of
a fund established by colleagucs and friends of Dr. Daniel Abramson, who died
on 31 March 1967. Resources at Countway will also be strengthened, thanks
to a grant of more than $yo,000 under the Medical Lilirary Assistance Act of
1965. This will be used to acquirc back files of periodicals, to add four posi-
tions to the staff, and to make resources known through distribution of a new
edition of Countway’s computer-produced Serinls List.

NECROLOGY

Jobn Alan Riggs, Charles Warren Bibliographer in American History in the
Harvard University Library, died on 27 May 1067, Four years in the Army
preceded his envollment in Harvard College, from which he was graduated in
1ys50; during the following year he earned the degree of M.SL.S. atr Simmons
College and joined the Harvard Libravy staff as Book Reccipts Assistant, Sub-
sequently he was Reference Assistant (1951~55), Chief of Ordering aud Re-
ceipts (1955~61), and Assistanc Librarian for Acquisitions (1961-66). During
the academic year 1963-G4 he was on leave from Harvard as & Fulbright lec-
rurer-consultant at the University of Leeds, assisting the library there to build
up an American literature collection, In 1966, when funds were allocated to
the Library from the Warren Bequest “to stimulatc the interest in, promote
the study of, and aid constructive scholarship in the study of American history,”
Air. Riggs became Harvard’s first Charles Warren Bibliographer in American
History, and developed a long-range program for development of the collec-
tions in this field. Only a fcw days before his sudden and untimely deach he
had completed the article on “Amcrican History in the Harvard College
Library” that appears in this issuc of the Burrrrix.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XV, Number 4
(October 1967)



