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T11e Classical Libraries at Harvard 1 

T HROUGI-IOUT the nine-
teenth century ,vc can f o1lo,v 
in the reports of the Presi~ 

dents of I-Iarvar~ College frequent 
complaints ahout the inadcqu-acy of 
the College LibraryJ until . these Ia-
tne nts bee on1 c under Pres.id en t I-Ii 11 
( 186i-68) a J ..... eitn1oti·v that occurs in 
nearly eYcl),. r~port, c.g~1 in 1865: ~The 
entire incon1e applicable to its [ the 
Lihraryls] ~upport i~ insufficient to 
keep the bindings in rep-air, :1 nd pay 
for in1portant pcdodicals and continu-
ations1 leaving nothing for the pur-
l'.ha~e of nc"'" \Vorks/ ::! or, 1n 1867: 
jPI'hc Library is .in 9 dcplorab1c condj~ 
tion/ 3 But 'special departments of 
literatutei the Greek nnd L:itin clas.-
si-cs, E.nglish b cl ks-l cures~ :1 n d the pure 
1n~.uhcn1atks, h::n·e n1oderare endo,v-
ment..~.' 4 

As car]y as 185 5 1\·1rs Sus-an J. Davis 
had 'p1~esen te d to the Library al~ the 
\ v·orks p crtai ni n g to cla:ssi cal 1 i tcra tu re 
belonging to her 1 ate so nJ Th 01n as 
Kemper Dnvis {:1'2 7 J, ,vell kno-\vn in 
hj s car lier years as an en t11 u siastic stu-
dent of the ancient c}assjcal Janguagcs,' ri 
and three years later the Hon. Stephen 
Salisbury of \\T orceste ti ' 1 7 ! gave the 

1 Th1s article is has{!d in p:ut on the ;i.n-
n ual re ports of the P tea tcl en ts, Trcasurc.n;, 
and Liunrfans of Harvard College+ For the 
fo:st l wenty \'ca1~ Lhc rccurds of thf! meetings 
of the n~ ri rtmen t of the Cl :..issics h ilVC bctn 
hclpfui 1 f.spccially a detailed account of the 
e~tahl is;h mcnt of th c Smyth Library in 194 2 

contatriccl in them 1 n·h1ch, :i.s is gr;1tcfully 
a c know le tlgcJ hcrt 1 has been f o I lo\,;ed be low 
even in d et::i il.s. 

Jircridem't Report for 1864/65, pT 8. 
a Preriden('s 1-?epon for iS66/67, P· 4. 
i President's Report for 1t67J6g, p. -8. 

Tr,.auJ.rcr's Report for 1854/ J.51 pp. 4 f. 

Co] l egc :.=i.n end O\.Vmen t fund of $ 5 iooo, 
the income of v.rhjch ,·vas to be 'ex-
pended jn the purchase of books in the 
Greek and L~tin Jangnagesi and in 
books in other langu-ngcs illu~ttating 
Greek and Latin books." 6 It n1::1y be 
rcco.rc.Jed. here'.I a~ a fine cxan-tplc of 
fan1i!y tradttion in generosity, lhat, 
hnlf a century ]arer (in 1907), another 
Stephen Sn.lisburyi '56i 111atcl1ed the 
gift of his grandfather hy another 
$ 5,oooi the income of ,vhich \Vas to be 
used for the snn1e purpo~e. 

The 1niddic of the ninctecntll cen~ 
tury lso sa ,v the beginnings of a de-
pa rnn c ntai book collection in Classics. 
The ear H est G rec k tcx: n; l.1sed for cx-
:l. n 11 n~ti on:s, ,vhich no\v arc kept in 
Sever 2 8~ "'ere pdnted in the fifties 
(all Tauchnitz editions 1.vith very fine 
print) and may ha,Te been bought in 
the last years of Cornelius Con, vay 
Felton (ElJot Professor of Greek Lit-
erature r S 3 4-60, President 1 860-61.) or 
soon after,vards. According to stan1ps 
on these boo ks, they ,vcrc then h ou.~ ed 
in U [ nivcrsity H.oll] 6~ 

ln 1887 ,vc learn from Professor 
_John \\'. \Vhite that the Grecl! De-
par tn1 en t pnssc~~cd 1 5 5 vol u 1ncs, be-
sides l 1698 volu,nes of Greek texts 
used in examinations; Profes5or Ja1nes 
B. G rccn oug h reported about 5 oo voi-
um es of Latin tc).:ts for similar usc~7 

This co] Icct ion of texts for c..xnm in a-
ti ons does not occur in the records 
gg:.iin until fifty ye~rs ]atcr, and then 

Presirlcnc Jame~ ,valker, Rt'.po-rt. f tu· 
1Ss7/5S, p. 9. Cf. ~1so YVjlliam Coolinge Lanc1 

Librnritmls Report for 1906/07, p. 198. 
, Jnsttn \:Vjt\sor1 Librarimi 1r Nepon j{ir 

18FJ6/87, p. 113. 

L :a =+, 'Vt W-=+W 
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not as a 5 ep ara te item, but cotnbincd 
\\'1th the so•callcd Tutorial Library jn 
Sever 2 7. 8 These examination texts 
ha \·c been kept for 111any years in 
Sever 16 (L~tin tex~) un<l Se,•e r 2 S 
(Greek tc~ts)~ rc.:spccti\·cly. In 1947 
the coHection 11nde1'"\vent a thorough 
re o rg:J n i ~a ti on through the cff orts of 
Professor '''il] ia m C+ Greene, Dr Ced-
.ric H~ YVhitman, und this ,vritcr. O\'"Cr 
3 5 o , v orn-011 t "olu 1ncs ,vere discarded 1 

others ·vi-~e re stapled t and I through a 
special approprfatjon, 11ppro-ved by the 
Provost of the U niversjt~r, the J)ep:art-
mcnt \vas cn-ablcd to purchase a nnn1-
ber of texts: not previously represented 
in the collection. YVith the cx·ccption 
of the J ;1 rgcst courses off crcd by the 
Dcpartnu!nt of the Ch1.ss_icsj the exan1i~ 
nations in other courses l nal c use of 
the texts in Se\'er, thus saving each 
tcnn a sjzrrblc SlHn in prjnting costs. 

At the n1oment (June 1950) 41689 
\Tolun1cs :arc kept in Sr:\'·cr J 6 and 2 8, 
3 )4i 3 of ,vhich :.:1.re Greek texts 1 1,166 
L ~tin tc'.\'. ts_. L11st yea t' s total ,vas 4., 649. 

Professor ,vhice's .figure of 155 
books in the Greek De p artm.e nt rep-
resents the (Greek) nucleus of -a spe-
cial 1 i b rn ry in t b c Classics. Be gj nn ing 
\Vith 188Bt the Ljbrari1n of Haryard 
College~ then Justin Winsor,. listed each 
yc:1.r th(! nnml>er of books )n every 
'special Ii bra 1)7 ' i for the .first th rec 
years the figures for Greek and Latin 
\vere! jn 1 S 881 493., in I SS9, 680, .in 
1890~ 356 (the decline being due to the 
on1 i.i;si 011 of books on d eposj t) . 

\! arious 1cl~ss-room' ]ihraries ,verc 
forn1ed jn 1 891. Out of $5,330 ap~ 

H This coHc-cti on~ a lencl in g ] ibru ry 1 ~s it 
,ve.re, for students and tL1tors, came into bEJ-
ing, app::i.rcntlr~ ,vith the introduction of the 
Tutn1·i~ l Syst-cm. A 111011n ting now to 9 B 
"ol U[.!H..'S, i r has b en r;l rt;Cll far 1 r USC fo 1 for 
st ll de rits and 3nstru ctor~ a1lk c. 

propriatcd for this purpose! $ J1l9J 
,vere spent f u.r a Classical Library t 

,vhich grc,v in one year from 356 to 
2,274 volumes. ] t ,,T::1s ho n~c d then in 
1-Iarva~d H=-i.11 3,, ,vhcrc it rctnajned up 
to the co1npletjon of the \Vi den er J .,j_ 
brarr jn 19 l 5- In that year the Clas-
sical Library ,v.as tr~ n sf erred to i t.s 
present qo a rte rs1 the c~ ffn er ro orn E 
on the top floor of ,::vidcner. The 
f on nd n tion of sp e(;ia l reference Ji bra~ 
rjes, ns · they \Vere called beginning in 
19011 ,v~s due to t\ 1lo drcnm~mnce~! 
to the overcro,vdcd conditions of o]d 
Gore 1:-Iall Library, and to a tendency 
tO\V~rd deccn trnliza tion \ v hich ,vas 
fostered in the closing years ~f Jast 
century hy such institutions =is· the 
Johns I-Iopkins University and the 
University of Chicago. 

1,he year foHo\ving the transfer of 
the c, ass i cal Library to , ,;-7 .idencr sa \V 

the cs~blishnlent of the first endO\l'"-
1nent fund for the Classical Library, 
the Cl etnen t I_,~ w·re n ce Smith Fund 
an1 ou n tJn g to $ 1 , ooo, gi vcn by Ros:a] b a 
Peale Proell jn n1emory of her father 
Clc1ncnt La-"vrcnce S1nith (Haverford 
'63, JJrofes.sor of Lc1rjn at 1-Ian--ard 
l 883-1901, Pope~ Professor of Lndn 
1901---{)4 [ 1909]). It i.'i.·as1 ho\Yever 1 

not the first forge tnoncta.ry gift on the 
part of n1embers of the Ci~s-sjcal Dc-
partnlcnt or their fmnily for the pul'-
chase of Class[cal books in general+ 
As early 8S I SB6 Prof C$SOt Evangelinus 
Apostotides Sophocles had left to the 
College Library a large sun1 c1rt1oundng 
to $i 51 89L~61 the Const8ntius Fund, 
half of the income of "\vhich ,v-as to be 
used for ithe purchase of books -
Greek, La tin: or Ara bi c, 01· boo ks i I I us-
tnni n g 01T explaining Greek .. Latin, or 
Arabic.' 

·r he g ro,vt h of the Cl assj cal Library 
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in the half century from 1891 to 1941 
is exemplified in the foUo,ving figures: 

189 [: 1~2 7 4 vols. 
1901 3,5 Si vols. 
1911: 4192., vols. 
19 I 5~ P 5 i ! 5 3 vols. 
192 1: 5,540 vols+ 
(no report~ for the years 192.9-39) 
1941: 5,844 vo1s. 

Th1s gro,vth ,vas due in part also 
to tl1c gifts and bequests of books ?Y 
prof css ors of the D ep:a rt1nent, hk e 
Frederic De Forest Allen, Dr Jan1es 
Trun1bull Stickney. Albert Andrc,v 
Ho,vard, ,vhich either jmmcdiately or 
o ltim etc I y bcnc fi tcd the CI assI cal Li-
brary. A n1 ong other don ors of ho~ ks 
may he mentioned here: John Ch1p-
1nan Gray, '59, Royall Professor of 
Law·., Orie Barest '051 and Dr John 
Rathhone Oliver, '94- · 

In the year 1941 1\1rs I-Icrbcrt \Vcir 
Sn1y th J at the suggestion of P 1·of ess:or 
E<l ,va rd l{ enrJ ard Rand~ decided to 
give tl 1c bulk of l 1 er l 1u.s band's c] ass.ica l 
books to the CJ ass i cal Li bra ry ( the 
ra.rc cdjtions going to the Houghton 
Library). l\1r Keyes D. i\.'Ietcalf., Li-
brari n of I-I-a rvard Co U cgc\ a g recd to 
redecorate and to so n1e ex lent ref u r-
nis h th~ Classical Library·~ i\1rs Smyth 
generously contributed for the fur-
nish in gs1 nota b1y a J arge Sh ernton 
round table and leather arn1 ch-airs a.nd 
,vind o\v hangings~ The portrait of 
Professor S1nyt h, '? 8, Prof cssor of 
Greek J9ol--02, Eliot Professor of 
Greek Literature 1902~i5 (1937 ), 
,11hk:h had been painted through gen-
erous con tri bu tion s f ron1 his f onncr 
pupHs ,vas hung in the room and the 

P The yeaI" of the opening of ,Vjdener 
Library. 

photog ra pb s of other former n1em bers 
of the DepaTtmcnt ,vere placed over 
the boo ks he l v-cs. Through the en crgy 
of Professor Sterling Do,v, assisted by 
other members of the Dep artn1en ti 
1\1r Smyth's library ,vas gone ~ver :1n_d 
books .s11itabl~ for the Classical Li-
brary "'ere incorporated in the coll~c-
tion. In n1any casesi even ,vhen copu~s 
of b o olrn posse5se<l by l\1 r Smyth ,,,ere 
in the co I lcction, his better copy "\VRS. 

sub stj n1 tcd. 
The sudden addition of at least Ii 3 oo 

boo ks to th c Ji brary crca tcd a serious 
prob le1n of sp~ cc~ ,v hie h 1'"1 r I\1 ct calf 
solved by making avallnble a corridor 
off the LiLn1ry ... The books \vcrc so 
divided chat the better looking and 
rno re useful ones ,v ere kept in the 
ou tcr ro 0111, ,v hi le those 1 css likcl y to 
he used or less attractj\'e ,vere p]aced 
in the c..:orridor~ 

It ,vas on 1 y fitting th at this ma gni fi-
cent gift should be re-
corded, and on 6 i\1ay 1942 the 1-Icr-
bcrt \V cir Sn1yth Chls~icri? Library ,,.Tas 
dedic~ted ,vfrh short talks by Profes-
sors John H~ Finley. Jr~ the Chair.tnan 
of the De p artmcn ti- and Ed ,va rd Ken-
n-a rd Randi l\·I rs S1nyth, P .ro f es5 or 
Sterling Do\\\ nnd J"1 r 1\·1etcalf. 

L1 p on th C dcat h. 0 f Professor Rand 
in l 945 t large portions of his hooks 
,vcrc acquired by Harvard Uni vcrsi g.~ 
through su bscri p tio n ~. A comnli ttce 
consjsrjog of Professors ,viUiam C. 
G·rccnc, l\1ason H~n,mond,, :ind John 
P. Elder divided l\1r Rand's library 
in to va ri ou s categories, and son1e h u n-
d rc d volu111cs \vent to the Sn1yth Li-
brary, providing for the first ti1ne a 
group of boo ks dealing ,vi th mediaeval 
Latin. 

A1r Rand's excellent collection of 
books on palacographyi at Professor 

r9 14QL4 ........, . 
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·Eider's suggestion1 ,vere placed jn the 
palac og rap hi cal roorn VVi d cncr D 
\\rh i ch serves also as a scm i na r roo 111+ 

·Th1t~ Widener D ,vith its jmportnnt 
previous ho]dings of palaeographical 
material (reproductions of n1anus:cripts 
nnd ·Jgrge co 11 ec ti ons of plates} has 
become an i ndc pendent p a.l acogn1 p h-
i ca 1 Ebrary ·of first rank, con1pr1sing 
at present so1ne 6 oo vol u n1es. It is in 
charge of Professor IJdcr+ 

The end of the ,, 7ar presented the 
Department ,vith a graYc financlai dif-
fic u 1 ty j n connec tj on ,vi th the S111yt h 
Li bra ry. TJ lC production costs of th c 
Hnr•vard Studies in Classical·Philalogy 
more than doubled and n1ade it neces-, 
sary to use the proceeds from sales for 
covering the costs of publ~cation, thus 
,viping ont the hitherto 1nost in1por-
tant source of income for purchnsing 
nevil boo1,s. HeJp came-fron1 t\\ro sides. 

Profe~sor !land had bequeathed to 
the Departrncnt $. 510.83; in addition 
the · su rp 1 us f ron1 su bscri pti ons for hi~ 
library yielded $It561. 7 s~ and the sale 
of dupUcntc book~ $89. 3 o.. In N ovcn1-
· her 1947 ·the Department <lecidi::d to 
conlbine thege three st1n1s jn one Ecl-
1.vnrd Kennard Rand lVlemodal Fund, 
an1011ntlng to ·$2:, r 6 r. RRt to he used 
prim ari ! y for th c Classical Library. 

A n1o~t" ,veh.:ome gift ca n1e sh ort1 y 
after f ron1 Professor \Va 1 ton Brooks 
J\.f c Daniel, '9 3 Instructor in Lat in at 
.I-Inrvard University 1 1899-1901, Pro-
fessor of Latin at the University of 
Pennsyh~aoia, 1909~3 7. Prof cssor J\1I c-
Daniel }rnd in 194 3 donated to tl1e Dc-
partn1cnt his exquisite collectjon of 
·R.oman antiquities and coins 1 the Alice 
'Cor innc /\1 c D anic l Cu 11 cc.:tioni no,v a 
chief ornan1ent of the Sn1yth Library~ 

· y ,vo of the sh o,v · cases in ,v hi ch t 1 le 
collection 1s .ex hibi tcd ,vcre given on 

p ermn n nt loan to the -De partn1en t by 
.prof cs.sor ,,..ri 11 i :an1 A. . Jacks on~ in 
charge of the I-I ou g h ton Library·. A 
third case \,~a.s built ~ccording to ;the 
specifications of Professor Ilan1n1ond 
from f n n ds r.:on tri bu ted by Profess or 
i\1 cD an i cl. 1 .. he objects ,vere rranged 
for exhibition by Professors I-Ia1n1nond 
and George kl. A. I.Jarif1nan ( I 947) r 

fo continue thfa collection Professor 
l\ 1 c D anicl most generous 1 y presented 
to th c D cpartm en t the su tn of .$ i 0,000, 

the Alice Corinne l\lcDanicl Fund 
( 1948). And then in x 949, ,,{hen the 
Departrnent 111os:t ba<lly nccdc<l iti h 
,vas Professor l\1cDaniel again ,vho 
came to the rcs<..:nc \\Tith another gift 
of$ 2 t500, the AJicc Codnnc J\1cDanicl 
Book Fund, the incon1e of ,vhich is to 
be uscu for the purchase of i)ooks for 
the Sn1yth Library .. 

1. .. he College Library~ too, h-as 1-a:tely 
rcccj,1-cd ~nother fund for the purchase 

. of classical books, the A1orrjs H. J\1Ior-
gan 1'v1ernorial Fund of $2,668.66, ,vhich 
,vas established in 1945 in n1e11101y of 
J\1 orris I-Iickr l\ 1 organ, i 8 i ; Prof es~ or 
of Cln ssical Philology 1 8 99- 1 9 1 o, 
\\'h(J.'ie nriique Persins co1Iection had 
cornc to tho Co 1 lege J_,j brary in r 9 r o. 

The J,J c r bcr t \"~/cir Smyth C~ assi cal 
Library, servjng graduates, members 
of the Departn1ent11 and visiting schol-
ars, as ,vell as undergraduates 1 ,vas 
rd~ ti vel y Ii t t1 e IT cctcd by the opening 
of tb e I ,.an1 on t Library ear 1 y in 1949 . 
Bc.sj des col I c gc texts of the n1 ost j 111-
po rta n t authors and books used jn the 
u nd erg r.ad u ate cou rs est th ere are in th c 
Smyth Library the great stand a rd 
,vor 1..rsi such '1 s Pauly- \~i'j sso,va-Kro 11 i 

·Rcal-E11zy klopiidie der clr,ssisclJe'JJ Al-
tertto11swissenscbaf t, I. von J\1ulJer1s 
fl andbuch der klanischr:n Altertun1s-
wi.ucn~cbaftt the Thesaurus li1!gur,.e 
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Lr1tinae1 the Corpus inscripticnunn Ln-
tlnrrrun1, the h,scriJJtioner Graccae, the 
Canzbridge A11cie1it History i a large 
nun1ber of important editions nnd 
other ,vorks bearing on the Classics, 
and a number of ,leading classical peri-
odicals, complete sets of ,vhich are 
gmduaHy being assembled, n1-ainty 
through gjfts. In fact present members 
of the Department hnve generously 
contributed to\vard-thc in1provement 
of-. the collection, notably Vrofes.sor 
Greene ,vith eighteen volumes of Clns~ 
sical Philology and Professor Hun1-
n1ond ,vith sundry volumes of the 
A1nerican J ournnl of Philology. It 
,vas o,viug to Professor Harnn1ond's 
efforts that·the Ameri~an Acndcmy in 
Rome don i1 tc d to the Sn1yt h Li bra ry a 
complete set of its Ale,noirs. 

'~'hen in 1764 Harvard H~ll burned 
:ind al most the c n tire Co 11 egc Library 
,vas destroy cd the latter am oun te d to 
nbuut 5,orm ,·ohnnes~ The S1nyth Li-
brary con rnj ns at pre.sent 715 49 vol-
u me:s ;l O it is, in othc.t v .. 'otds., larger by 
fifty per c:cn t. I ts ad 1n i nistra ti on, cspc--
cia 11 y in the Jast nine yearsi ha.s not 
kept pace ,vi th its gr o,vth. 

In 194J-42: Dr Andrev,l D. Osborni 
Assistant Librarian of the Co U cgc Li-

io The holdings of the Cl a:ss ic::il D ~p-3 rt-
rn~nt: as of 30 June r 9 ;o ,vel"e -as f o 1 lo·ws: 

Smyth Library 7 t5" 49 
Palaco;raphv {\.Vidcncr D) 6o6 
~rutorml Linrary (Sever 17} 933 · 
E O(J ls for -C;T\am i n~tions 

(Se:vcr 16 and :zR} 4,689 

Total 

bro.ry, and l\1iss Phyllis Chasei of the 
Library staff, earned in particub.r the 
th an ks of . the De pa rttncnt for their 
part iri rearranging and cataloguing the 
books. l n the years since I 946 lvlr John 
E. She-a, Superintendent of the \Vide-
ncr Library 1 has ·been of great help in 

-n1any ,vays. Lately~ thr~rugh the kind 
in tcrcst of l\-1 r L.au rencc J. J<j p pj As-
sistan t to the J..,ibrarian, the -,vorst cat-
aloguing prob le1ns that rernn tncd in 
the Smyth I..-ihrary (sotnc of "\Vhich 
had nothing to do ,vi th the Srnyt h J "'; _ 
brary itself) have been most cfficjcntly 
tackled and sob:cd by l\1r David C+ 
\,V'cbcr of ·the C'1ta1ogue Department 
in th~ College Library~ a grn.tifyjng 
uchicyctncnt .. 

The Chairn1an of the l.ihrary Com~ 
rn ittee of the D ep artmen t of the Clas-
si c.s., even if lie is ,vHling to spend an 
inordinate amount of tin1e at the ex-
ptnsc of his m~dn duties, \\'hich lie 
clsc,vheret can op era tc su ccessf u 11 y 
only \vith the help of the l.ribrary staff. 
It is to be hoped that a "ray of lasting 
coopen1.tion ,viU be found ,vhich~ 
evcntuaHyi n1ay be -beneficial to nH 
parties concerned. 

The i1nrnedic1te tasks ahead see111 to 
be the elirnination -of comp1ete]y out-
of-date books:, of ,\ .. hich tl1erc arc not 
a f e\v in the l.ri brary, a project i.v hi ch 
has alrca d y been ini tj atcd, and the 
re ha h iH tri tion of the ca ta logu e! :,. v hj cl 1 

is ,in rather poor condition. 

H CRBER T n J ..OCI r 
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