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The Classical Libraries at Harvard'

HROUGHOUT the ninc-

tecnth century we can follow

in the reports of the Presi-
dents of Harvard College frequent
complaints about the inadequacy of
the College Library, until these Ia-
ments become under Presideat Hill
{1862-68) a Leftmotiv that occurs in
nearly every report, ¢.g., in 1865: “The
catirc income applicable to its [the
Library’s] support s isufficicnt to
keep the bindings in repair, and pay
for important periodicals and continu-
ations, leaving nothing for the pur-
chase of new works,’® or, in 1867:
“T'hie Library is in a deplarable condi-
rion.”® DBut ‘special departments of
literature, the Greek and Latin ¢las-
sics, Iinglish beles-lettres, and the pure
mathematics, have moderate endow-

- ments,” ¢

As carly as 1855 Mrs Susan J. Davis
had ‘presented to the Library all the
works pertaining to classical literature
belonging to her late son, Thomas
Kemper Davis ("27], well known in
his carlier years as an cnthusiastic sto-
dent of the ancient classical Janguages,”®
and three vears later the Hon. Stephen
Salisbury of Worcester, '17, gave the

*This article is based in part on the an-
nual reports of the Presidents, Treasurers,
and Lilbrarians of Harvard College. Tor the
last twenty vears Lthe records of the mestings
of the Department of the Classics have been
helpful, especially a detailed account of the
establishment of the Smyth Library in 1942
contained in them, which, as is gratefully
acknowledged here, has been followed below
even in details.

*Uresident’s Repors for t864/05, p. B.

*President’s Report for 1866767, p. 4.

! President's Report for 1867/68, . 8.

® Treasurer's Report for 1854/55, pp. 4 £.

College an endowment fund of §5,000,
the income of which was to be ‘ox-
pended in the purchase of books in the
Greek and Latin Janguages, and in
books in other languages illustrating
Greek and Latin books”® It may be
recorded here, as a fine example of
{family tradition in penerasity, that,
half a century later (in 19o7), another
Stephen Salisbury, 56, matched the
gift of his grandfather by another
$5,000, the income of which was to be
used for the same purpose.

The middic of the nincteenth cen-
tury also saw the beginnings of a de-
partmental book collection in Classics.
The earliest Gireek texrs used for ex-
aminations, which now arc kept in
Sever 28, were printed in the fifties
(all Tauchnitz cditions with very fine
prmt) and may have been bought in
the last ycars of Cornelius Conway
Felton (Eliot Professor of Greek Lit-
erature r834-60, President 1860-62) or
soon afterwards. According to stamps
on these books, they were then housed
in U[niversity Hall] 6.

In 1887 we lcarn from Professor

John W, White that the Greek De-

partment possessed 155 volumes, be-
sides 2,698 volumes of Greek texts
used in examinations; Prafessor James
B. Greenough reported about 500 vol-
umes of Lacin texts for similar usc.”
This collcction of texts for cxamina-
tions does not occur o the records
again until fifty years later, and then
*President James Walker, Report for
1657/56, p. 9. CF. also William Coalidge Lanc,
Libravian’s Report for 1906 /07, p. 198.

* Justin Winsor, Librarian's Report for
t386/8%, p. 3.
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not as a separate item, but combined
with the so-called Tutorial Library in
Sever 278 These examination texts
have been kept for many years in
Sever 16 (Laun texts) and Sever 28
(Greck texts), respectively. In 1947

the collection underwent a thorough'

reorganization through the efforts of
Professor William C. Greene, Dr Ced-
ric H. YWhitman, and this writer. Over
350 worn-out volumes were discarded,
others were stapled, and, through a
special appropriation, approved by the
Provost of the University, the Depart-
ment was enabled to purchase a num-
ber of texts not previously represented
in the colleenion. With the exeeption
of the largest courses offcred by the
Dcpqrtment of the Classics, the exami-
nations in other courses make use of
the texts in Sever, thus saving each
terim a sizable swm I printing costs.
At the moment (June 1950) 4,680
volumcs are kept in Sever 76 and 28,
3,423 of which are Greck texts, 1,266
Latin texts. Last yrear’s total was 4,649,
Professor White’s figure of 155
books in the Greek Department rep-
resents the (Greck) nuelcus of a spe-
cial library in the Classics. Beginning
with 1888, the Librarian of Harvard
College, then Justin Winsor, listed each
ycar the number of books in every
‘special library’; for the first three
ycars the figures for Greek and Latin
were: Jn 1888, 493, in 1889, 680, in
1890, 356 (the decline being due to the
omission of books on deposit).
Various ‘class-room’ libraries were
formed in 18g1. Out of $5,330 ap-

“This collection, a lending ]!hmr}' as it
were, for students and tutors, came into be-
ing, appareatly, with the introduction of the
Tutorial System. Amounting now to 933
voluoes, it has been p'lrr’cuhr]} useful for
students and instructors alike.

propriated for this purpose, $3,293
were spent for a Classical Library,
which grew in one ycar from 356 to
2,274 volumes. 1t was housed then in
Harvard Hall 3, where it remained up
to the completion of the Widener Li-
brary jn 1915. In that year the Clas-
sical Library was transferred to its
preseat quarters, the corner room ¥
on the top floor of Widener. The
foundation of special reference Jibra-
ries, as they were called beginning in
1go1, was due {0 two circumstances:
to the overcrowded conditions of old
Gore Hall Library, and to a tendency
towatrd decentralization which was
fostered in the closing ycars of last
century by such institutions as-the
Johns Hopkins University and the
University of Chicago.

The vear following the transfer of
the Classical Library to Wideuncr saw
the establishment of the first endow-
ment fund for the Classical Library,
the Clement Lawrence Smith Fund
amounting to $1,000, given by Rosalba
Peale Proell in memory of her father
Clemcent Lawrence Siith (Haverford
63, Professor of Latin ac Iarvard
1883-1001, Pope Professor of Latin
1901-04 [1900]). It was, however,
not the irst large monctary gift on the
part of members of the Ciassical De-
partment or their family for the pur-
chase of Classical books in geuneral.
As early as 1886 Professor Evangelinus
Apostolides Sophocles had left to the
College Library a large sum amounting
to $24,802.26, the Constantius Fund,
hall of the income of which was to be
uscd for ‘the purchase of books —
Greck, Latin, or Arabic, or books illos-
trating or explaiving Greek, Latia, or
Arabie)

‘The growth of the Classical Library
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in the half ceptury from 1891 to 1941
is exemplificd in the following figures:

18¢1: 2,274 vols.

19013 3,582 vols.

1911: 4,925 vols,

1915:? 5,253 vols.

1921: 5,540 VOIS,

(no reports far the years 1920-39)

1041: 5,844 vols.

This growth was due in part also
to the gifts and beguests of books by
professors of the Department, like
Frederic De Forest Allien, Dr fames
Trumbull Stickney, Albert Andrew
Howard, which either immediately or
pltimatcly benefited the Classical Li-
brary. Among other donors of books
may be mentioned herc: John Chip-
man Gray, ’sg, Royall Professor of
Law, Oric Bates, ’os, and Dr John
Rathbone Oliver, ’o4. '

In the year 1941 Mrs Ferbert Weir
Smiyth, at the suggestion of Professor
Edward Kennard Rand, decided to
give the bulk of her husband’s classical
books to the Classical Library (the
rarc cditions going to the Houghton
Library), Mr Keyes D. Metealf, Li-
brarian of Harvard College, apreed to
redecorate and to some extent rofur-
nish the Classical Library. Mrs Smyth
generously contributed for the fur-
nishings, notably a large Sheraton
round table and leather arm chairs and
window hangings. The portrait of
Professor Smyth, 38, Professor of
Greek 1901—02, Illiot Professor of
Greck Literature 19o2—25 (1037},
which had been painted through gen-
erous contributions from his formner
pupils was hung in the room and the

*The year of the opening of Widener
Library. .

photographs of other former members
of the Department were placed over
the bookshelves. Through the encrgy
of Professor Sterling Dow, assisted by
other members of the Department,
Mr Smyth's library was gone over and
books suitable for the Classical Li-
brary were incorporated in the collec-
tion. In many cases, even when copies
of books possessed by Mr Smyth were
in the collection, his better copy was
substituted.

The sudden addition of at lcast 1,300
books to the library crecated a serious
problem of space, which Mr Metcalf
solved by making available a corridor
off the Library. The books were so
divided that the better looking and
more useful ones were kept in the
outcr room, while thosc less likely to
be used or less attractive were placed
in the carridor,

It was only fitting that this magnifi-
cent gift should be permancntly re-
corded, and on 6 May 1942 the IHer-
bert Weir Smyth Classical Library was
dedicated with short talks by Profes-
sors John H. Finley, Jr, the Chairman
of the Department, and Edward Ken-
nard Rand, Mrs Smyth, Professor
Sterling Dow, and Mr Afetcalf.

Upon the death’ of Professor Rand
in 19435, large portions of his books
were acquired by Harvard University
through subscriptions, A committee
consisting of Professors William C.
Gireene, Mason Hammond, and John
P. Elder divided Mr Rand’s library
into vatious categorics, and some hun-
dred volumes went to the Smyth Li-
brary, providing for the first time a
group of books dealing with mediaeval
Latin.

Mr Rand’s excellent collection of
books on palacography, at Professor

i L o4 T
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Elder’s suggestion, were placed in the
palacographical room Widcner D
which serves also as a seminar roont.
"Thus Widener 1 wich its important
previous holdings of palacographical
material (reproductions of manuscripts
and large collections of plates} has
beecome an independent palacograph-
ical library -of first rank, comprising
at present some 6oo valumes. It is in
charge of Professor Elder,

The end of the War presented the
Department with a grave financial dif-
ficulty in connection with the Smyth
Library. The production costs of the
Harvard Studies in Classical Philology
morce than doubled and made it neces-
sary to use the precceds from sales for
covering the costs of publication, thus
wiping out the hirherto most impor-
tant source of income for purchasing
new boaoks. Help came-from two sides.

Professor Rand had bequecathed to

the Department $510.83; in addition .

the surplus from subscriptions for his
library yielded $1,561.75, and the salc
of duplicate books $89.30. In Novemn-
ber 1947 the Department decided to
combine these three sums in ene I'd-
ward Kcnnard Rand Aemorial T'und,
amounting ro -$z,r161.88, to be used
primarily for the Classical Library.

A most welcome gift came shorty
aftecr from Professor Walton Lrooks
McBDaniel, ’93, Instructor in Latin at
Harvard University, 18¢gp-1901, Pro-
fessor of Latin at the Ubiversity of
Pennsylvania, 19og—37. Professor Me-
Daniel had 1n 1943 donated to the De-
partment his cxquisite collection of
Roman antiquities and coins, the Alice
'‘Corinne McDanicl Collection, now a
chief ornament of thc Smyth Library.
"Two of the show cases in which the
callecrion is cxhibited were given on

permancnt loan to the -Department by
Professor William A. . Jaclkson, in
charge of the Iloughton Library. A
third case was built according to ithe
specifications of Professor Hammond
from funds contributed by Professor
McDaniel, The objects were arranged
for cxhibition by Professors Hammond
and George M. A, Hanfman (1947).
T'o contimue this collection Professor
McDanicl most generously presented
to the Department the sum of $10,000,
the Alice Corinne MAicDanicl Fund
(1048). And then in 1949, when the
Department most badly nceded 1t, it
was Professor McDaniel again who
camc to the rescue with another gift
of £2,500, the Alice Corinne McDantel
Book Fund, the income of swhich is to
be used for the purchase of books for
the Smyth Library.

The College Library, too, has lately
rcecived another fund for the purchase
of classical books, the Morris H, Mor-
gan Memorial Fund of $2,668.66, which
was established in 1945 in memory of
Morris Hicky Morgan, *81, Professor
of Classical Philology 1899-1910,
whose nnique Persius collection had
come to the College Library in 1g70.

The Herbert Weir Smyth Classical
Library, serving graduatcs, members
of the Department, and visiting schol-
ars, as well as undergraduvates, was
relatively little affccted by the opening
of the Lamont Library early in 1940.
Besides collepe texts of the most im-
portant authors and books used in the
undergraduate courses, there are in the
Smyth Library the great standard
works, such as Pauly-Wissowa-Kroll,
Real-Enzykilopidie der clossischen Al-
tertipiswissenschaft, 1. von Miiller’s
Handbuch der Rlassischen Altertmmns-
wissenschaft, the Thesaurus lnguae
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Latinae, the Corpus inscriptionun La-
tinaruni, the Inseriptiones Graeeae, the
Cambridge Ancient History, a large
number of important editions and
other works bearing on the Classics,
and a number of leading classical peri-
odicals, complctc sets of which are
gradually being assembled, mainly
through gifts. In fact present members
of the Dcpartment have gencrously
contributed toward-thc improvement
of-the collection, notably Professor
Greene with eighteen volumes of Clas-
sical Philology and Professor Ham-
mond with sundry velumes of the
Amwerican Journad of Philology. It
was owing to Professor Hammond's
efforts thatthe American Academy in
Rome donated to the Smyth Library a
complcte sct of its Memzolrs.

When in 1764 Harvard Hall burned

. and almost the cntire College Library

was destroyed, the latter amounted to
about 5,000 volumes. The Smyth Li-
brary contains at present 7,549 vol-
umes;’® it is, in other words, larper by
fifey per cent. Its administration, cspe-
cially in the last nine years, has not
kept pace with its growth.

In 1941—42 Dr Andrew . Osborn,
Assistant Librarian of the College Li-

¥ The holdings of the Classical Depart-
ment as of 30 June rg5o were as follows:
Smyth Library 7:540
Palaco raphy {Widener D) 606
Tutorial Lll'n:ar)r {Sever27) 933 -
Books for examinations
(Scver 36 and 28} |, 4,685

Total 13,577

brary, and Miss Phyllis Chase, of the
Library staff, earned in particular the
thanks of  the Departmcnt for their
part in rearranging and cataloguing the
books. In the years since 1946 Mr John
E. Shea, Superintendent of the Wide-
ner Library, has been of great help in

-many ways. Lately, through the kind

interest of Mr laurence 1. Kipp, As-
sistant to the Librarian, the worst cat-
alogpuing preblems that remsined in
the Smyth Library (somc of which
had nothing to do with the Smyth Li-
brary itself) have been most cfficiently
tackied and solved by Ar David C.
Weber of the Catalogue Department
in the College Library, a gratifying
achievement,

The Chairman of che Library Com-
mittee of the Department of the Clas-
sics, cven 1f he is willing to spend an
inordinate amount of time at the ex-
pense of his main dutics, which lic
clscwhere, can operate successfully
only with the help of the Library staff.
It is to be hoped that a way of lasting
cooperation will he found which,
eventually, may be hencficial to all
partics concerncd.

The immediate tasks ahead seem to
be the elimination -of completely out-
of-date hooks, of which therc are not
a few in the Library, a project which
has alrcady been initiated, and the
rehabilitation of the catalogue, which
is.in rathcr poor condition,

HrrerrT Brocir
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