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Logit Coefficients (with 95% CIs)
−1.0 −0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5

Age

Black

Hispanic

Female

Republican

Top 25 Law School

Private Law School

Law Clerk

Law Professor

Private Pracice

US Attorney

Assistant US Attorney

Justice Department

Public Defender

Magistrate Judge

Bankruptcy Judge

State Judge

Commission Year

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●









= .

= .





∗

∗





− . ∗ . .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . ∗ − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . . .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. − . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. − . − .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
.

( . )
− .
( . )

! !

− . . .

∗ < .





− . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . ∗ − . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
.

( . )
.

( . )
! !

− . − . − .

∗ < .







. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )

− . . .
( . ) ( . ) ( . )

.
( . )

. . . .

. . . .
− . − . − . − .

∗ < .





% of Cases Reversed, 1960−1996

N
um

be
r o

f J
ud

ge
s

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

0
50

10
0

15
0

20
0

25
0



. ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − .
( . ) ( . )

.
( . )
.

( . )
.

( . )
− . ∗

( . )
.

( . )
.

( . )
− . ∗

( . )
!

. . .

. − . .

. . .

∗ < .











− . ∗ − . ∗ . . .
( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗ − . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗ .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . . . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . . . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − . − . − . − .
( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . . . − .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . . . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. . . . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ . ∗ . ∗ .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. ∗ . ∗ − . − . − .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
. − . − . .

( . ) ( . ) ( . ) ( . )
− . − .
( . ) ( . )
. .

( . ) ( . )
! ! !

!

∗ < .



3













1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

0.
1

0.
2

0.
3

0.
4

0.
5

Year

M
ea

n 
R

at
e 

of
 R

ev
er

sa
l

JFK LBJ Nixon Ford Carter Reagan Bush Clinton



http://www.fjc.gov/history/home.nsf/page/judges.html




















−1.0 −0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0

Judicial Common Score

More liberal More conservative

White 
 Democrats

Black 
 Democrats

White 
 Republicans

Black 
 Republicans



− .



●

●

●

●

●

●

−0.6 −0.4 −0.2 0.0 0.2

Effect of Black Authorship on the Probability Case Upheld

Blacks
 upheld less

Blacks
 upheld more

 Before Matching

Year & District

+ Birth Year & Experience

+ Party, Ideology, & ABA

+ Former Judge

All Variables



●

●

●

−0.8 −0.6 −0.4 −0.2 0.0 0.2

Effect of black lower court judge on probability case upheld on appeal

All Judges

Judges nominated by
a Democrat

Judges nominated by
a Republican

Blacks
 upheld less

Black
 upheld more





●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

−0.6 −0.4 −0.2 0.0 0.2

Effect of black lower court judge on probability case upheld on appeal

Criminal Law

Civil Rights

First Amendment

Due Process

Privacy

Labor

Economy

Blacks
 upheld less

Blacks
 upheld more





●●●●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●●

−0.6 −0.4 −0.2 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6

−1
.0

−0
.5

0.
0

0.
5

1.
0

Judicial Common Score of Median Judge on Appeals Panel

Pr
ed

ic
te

d 
Ef

fe
ct

 o
f B

la
ck

 J
ud

ge
 o

n 
Pr

(C
as

e 
U

ph
el

d)

More liberal More conservative

Blacks overruled less than whites

Blacks overruled more than whites











− .



●

●

●

●

−0.4 −0.2 0.0 0.2 0.4

Effect of district court judge being black on probability of receiving ABA rating

Exceptionally Well Qualified

Well Qualified

Qualified

Not Qualified

Blacks less likely to receive rating Blacks more likely to receive rating







●

●

●

−1.0 −0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0

Effect of black lower court judge on probability case upheld on appeal
More liberal More conservative

0 black judges

1 black judge

2 black judges

Blacks upheld less Blacks upheld more









●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

−0.6 −0.4 −0.2 0.0 0.2

Estimated Effect of Black Lower Court Judge

DC
1st

2d
3d

4th
5th

6th
7th

8th
9th

10th
11th

Blacks upheld less Blacks upheld more







1970 1980 1990 2000

−1
.0

−0
.5

0.
0

0.
5

1.
0

Year

 A
ve

 B
la

ck
 R

ev
er

sa
l −

 A
ve

 W
hi

te
 R

ev
er

sa
l

JFK LBJ Nixon Ford Carter Reagan Bush Clinton

Blacks overruled more

Blacks overruled less



●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

−1.0 −0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0

Effect By Year

1960−1965

1966−1970

1971−1975

1976−1980

1981−1985

1986−1990

1991−1995

1996−2000

2000−2002

Blacks upheld less Blacks upheld more





















https://github.com/suchow/
mailto:suchow@fas.harvard.edu

