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Dear Sir, 

The Texts of Henry James' s 
Unpublished Plays1 

N 17 June 1913 - three )7Cars be.fore his death- Henry 
Jan1es addressed the follo,ving letter to the London pub-
lisher~ l\1artin Secker, ,vho had inquired about his un-
pl1hUshed plaJ7S: 

2 1 Carlyle i\-lansions, 
Cheyne \Valk S.W. 

In addition to yours of the 1 2 th 1 ( since ,vhtn I hs.vc been exceptionally 
occupied) rny friend I·Iugh ,valpo]e has a]so ,,rrjttcn n1e to rciof orcc the 
appenl of your letter. But I am 50rry to haYc to say, in s:pite of an appca] so 
reinforced, that it is quite irnpossihle for rnc to facilitate in nny- ,vay the 
trcn.anent of 111,publisbed phys of n1inc (by no n1atter ,vhorn!) rtS lf they had 
been pubUshed. The prjncipal fa.ct about them at this tirne of day is cxnctly 
that they have ?Jot been. lVhilc they ,vere being played they of course c9mc 
jn ·for \Vhatc\Tcr attention the Pre,:;~ ,vas paying to the actual and current 
theatre. They ,verc ine,·itab1y then Theatre-stuff, and as such took their 
chance; but they are no-\\\ cnj oyjng con1plete in1n1unity fron1 perforn1ance 
as they doi Dranrn-stuff - ,vhich is qujte a di ff ercnt n1attc.r. It is only as 
Dranrn.-stuff chat I recognjse their exposure to any public rc1nark that doesn't 
consist sin1ply of the critjc's personal rcn1cn1hrancc of thcnl ~s played things. 
This last one must of course perfectly accept- though I n1ust add lhat I 
should think poorly of :1 critic ,vho could be ,villing to malcc it no\\' (rc1ninis-
cence ,,tjthout Text) the bns1s of any pretended Study. '''hen n1y plays, such 
as they lrn. \Tc been, are published! then of course t~e gentlen1an you 111cntion 
\\ 1j]I enjoy -all aid to his exan1ination. I ar~ sorry I can not nu·w obHge you 
further than by promt.~ing you a copy of such voltJn1e or volun1es on that 
occasion; and this jn spite of !\-Ir. \\T alpole"'s generous uppEcrttion l n your 
interest, ,vhich I entirely commend and admire. fleHeve me yours very trnly.:, 

Henry James. 

The occasion never came d1~ring Jan1cs,s lifctin1c. But this letter, 
hitherto unpublished/? sho,vs that 1-Icnry· Jnn1esi neadng the end of his \ 

1 Th is pa per has b con ~xp::.n dc-d f i·om pref ~to ry Jn a tc rial and notes in T be C 0111-

1 pl et e I' 1 a y .r of l-l en ry J a111e s-1 edited , vit h an i n.troduction and prefaces: to th r! plays by 
J .. con Edel~ to be published this autumn by J. B. Lippj11cott Comp:1ny, Pl1i!adclphia~ 
The. n1an:rial in this paper is Copyrigl1tt 1949, by Leon EdeL 

:!! I an1 indebted for its text to the o,vncr l\lr P~ S. O,Hegarty, of Dublin 1 ltcland. 
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career, ,vas quite prepared to entertain the idea of ulti1natc publication 
of his unpublished dramatic ,Yorks. His failure to publish thc1n earlier 
,vas not due to -any unlvillingness on his part to see then1 in print. 1-Ic 
fin111)7 bc]icvcd in the publication of plays and had1 in fact, brought-
out in book fonn four of his co1nedies as ,vcll as his dran1atization of 
Daisy A1iller./ and ,vould have published the rest had circun1stanccs 
perrnitted .. l-Jjs pre{ ace to his Tbeatrica/J: Second·Series is a long apol-
ogy for bringing before the pub]ic in print plays· ,vhich had enjoyed 
no life on the stage. Yet in it he introduced a parenthetical sentence 
th2t ,vas to serve as a kind of ~state1nent of policy" fur_ the editor of 
his dra1natic ,vorks an observation that if n1orc unproduced plays 
'\-vere on]y given to the light, ,vith sonic history of their adventures, 
they ,vould end by constituting in thcn1selves a suggcstivc1 al111ost a 
lcgitin1atc 1 literature and adding. greatly to the lively h1tcrest taken, in 
our day, in the conc:erns of the English thc~nre., 4 

Unfortunately he discovered that, if there ,va.s a. lively-interest in 
the theatre~ there ,vas not a livcl)~ interest-in the reading of plays. He 
deplored in particular the failure of the English-speaking audience to 
demand the text of a successful play ,vith the san1e insistence as con-
t incn tal audiences .. 0 "f'h e printing of p] a ys , vas not con1 n1 on during 
the nineteenth century and even in our tin1c p1ay-boohs find a relatively 
Ii 1n i te d au di en cc. 

Bernard Sh~nv ovcrcan1c this difficulty by \Vrjting long prefaces to 
his plays and introducing .stage directjons that a.mount to a running 
co1nn1cntary· and aln1ost a ,:novelizing) of his <lran12.tic ,vorks. 6 Henry 
Jarnes also ovcrcan1e the difficulty, son1c )rears before Sha,v., but in a 
Jess overt manner~ Plays 1vere often derived frou1 fi~tion~ could not 

• 
fiction be derived fro1n plays? He confided the process to H. G. "\~'ells! 
,vho had asked hi1n about 'Covering End/ a 1ong short story ,vhich 
incongruot~sly t\vinned 'The Turn of the Scre,v' in the volllrnc 1-tbe 
Ttzvo Ai agics. 1 ,,, riting to \~Tells on 9 Deccrnber 189 8 he conf cssed it 
had been originally a -one-act pla)T· 'For three 1nort-al years had the 
actress [ Ellen Terry] for ,,vho1n it ,-vas ,vrittcn ( utterly to try to fit) 

"Dnfry Afi/ler, n Co1nedy in Three Ac IX (Ilos:ton, 1883 h T/Je,1tricals; T'wo 
Co111edies (1'1e\,;,T York, I 894-) T/Jeatricals: Second Series (New· -~{ orki 1895). 

jj TJJent-ricnls: Second Serjes1 pp. xi-xii. 
11 Preface to T'be Av.:k",.J.Ja1'd Age (Nc\v L York Edition, IX; Ne\\ 1 York~ J 908) i 

p. xiii; 1A ftcr th~ PJay' in Picture and Text (N cw· York! 1B93 ), pp. 164-165. 
(I Berna.rd Shr1,1,.\ letter to the Ti111es Literary Supphnuent,. 17 i\·lay 192 3+ 
t Nc,;.v York, I 898. 
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pcrsistcntl)7 failed to produce it, and I couldn~t ,vholly· ,vastc n1y Jabour. 
Tl1e B.P. [B1·itish Public] ,von't read a pJay, ,vith the 111crc nan1cs of 
the speakers - so I sin1ply paraphrased these and added such indications 
as n1ight be the CtJuivalcnt of decent acting - a history and iui evolution 
that scc1n to me n1orcovcr explicatively and sufficiently sn1earcd all 
over the thing. The n1oral is of course Don~t ,vritc one-act plays/ 5 

Thus, ,vhilc seven of Jan1e~:/s plays \Vere never published, six of 
then1 have for a long tin1e been hef ore the public in novel or story 
for1n. '"Covering EndJ \Vas not only converted fro1n one~act to story) 
but later re-en1erged as the three-act '"I-Iigh Bid'; The Otber House u 

,v~s derived fron1 a scenario and then recon,,..erted fro1n novel to pla) 7 ; 

the novel of Tbe Outcry 10 ,vas based on a three-act con1cdy-~ Only 
t,vo of the u·npublished plays \Vere derived fron1 earlier-fictions: 'The 
An1crican,' based on Jan1esJs early· novel,11 ,vhich had a run of seventy 
performances jn London, and (The Sa)oon,' ,vhich \Vas a dramatiz~tion 
in one act of the ghostly· tale (O,ven ,~lingaveJ 12 and ran for a n1onth. 
~Guy· Don1ville' alone - the most ski11full)r ,vritten of the prodnccd 
p1ays and the only one to rcccjvc an elaborate production - ,vas never 
pnbl1shcd in a.ny forn1~ probably because of its painful history·. Al-
though it ran for u n1onth it h·ad a fut~l opening night; 11 ro,vdy ~udi-' 
cncc booed Jaincs. The incident brought to an abrupt end the novc]-
ist s fi vc-y·car 'sic g c of th c th ca trc d ur in g th c c i g h tee n-n i ncti cs. 1-Ien ce-
f or th his concern ,vas ·the ldrnn1a-stu{P' as distinct frotn 1thcatrc-stufl? 
- save for ·a lively and h~ppicr flirtation ,vith the Ed,v3rdian stagc1 

fron1 1907 to 1910. 

On the face of it, the task of editing the plays .sccn1cd sin1plc enough 
,vhcn I began it· in 1934. Texts of the four pla)7S produced during 
James>s Jifetime CThe An1erican,' 'Guy Domville/ tThe 1--Iigh Eid,' 
·'The Saloon') ,vere to be found i'n the archives of the l..,ord Chamher-
lain,s Office in London, ,vhere they had been deposited in conformity 
,vith the British la,vs governing censorship of the dran1a. There re~ 
maincd 1Thc Other House~ and 'The Outcry/ ,vhich I hoped I ·\"vould 
find atnong Jamcs's posthun1011s papers, and 'Sumn1crsoft/ the one-act 
source for 'Covcrjng End' and cThe High Bid,' the typescript of \Yhich, 

!!I L~tter1 of Henry j(l1uesi ed. Pei·cy Lubbock (Nc\v ·York, 1920), Tl' 198-299. 
El Fi r~t publish c d in the 11 fo str <1ted Lovd on "f\T e,u;-s,. 4 Jul y-16 S ~pl"cnl b c r 1 8 96. 
Jc New York~ J91 r~ 
u First published in the Atlantic .~f 011tbly1 J unc 1 ~7~J\1ay l 877. 
:i~ Fir.')t 1n1l1]ishcd in the Gr~p!Jict Chrjst[n~s .. 1891-; se('. T/Je Notebooks of Henry 

Jn-;ne:;.~ ed. F. 0. 1\18.tthic:,~scn and ]{. B. i\1 urdock (Ne,v Yorki 1947 )~ pp. u9--1 io. 
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I kne,v fron1 the novelist's corre~pondence, had been presented to 
Elizabeth . Robins 1·~ the ~ctress \V ho had played so J:1.rgc a role in 
the bat"tle for Ibsen in the nineties and ,vho had been c1. n1en1ber of the 
cast of 'The An1cricanL' 

l~hc novelist died in 1916, and his manuscripts and papers ,vcrc 
placed in a 1arge, o1d-fashioncd trunk, cnref ull)T inventoried and labeled 
by his amanuensis, Theodora Bosanquet., 14 and sent to An1crica 1 to the 
late Henry J amcs of N c\v York, nephe,v and executor.. In due course 
the executor placed the trunk and its contents for safekeeping jn the 

. basement of the '''idener Library at Harvard, and ,vhen I ,vas given 
access to it b}r him jn . 19 3 5 I discovered an embarrassment of riches .. 1ri 

There, an1ong the notebooks and the u11fini~hcd novels) ,vere sheets 
for an alternate fourth act of ~The A111crjcan'; an extensively rcvjscd 
~Gu)r Donnril]e, prompt-book., ,vith 1nany· of the revjsions on Joosc 
sheets in an envelope~ as ,vell as a typescript of the play; .three type-
scrjpts of 'The I-Iigh Bid, J three of '1-.he Sa1oon1' three of '"The Other·. 
I-louse,' and five of 'The 0~1tcr) 7 .' 16 Later, as I pursued 'mr resea.rche.s, 
1 obt2ined further texts fron1 the Incorporated Stage Society, of Lon-
don, to ,v hich J arncs had oiT crcd t\vo of his p1ays, as "'e] I as f ron1 actors 
and actresses "\vho had a ppcared in the plays, and I exan1incd pron1 pt -
books in prh,.atc collections and Jibraries in the United States. The 
prom pt-books \Vere little printed versions of 'The American' and 'G·U) 7 

Don1viHct of ,vhich a Ii1nited 1 nnnber of copies had been struck off for 
purposes of rehearsal.- T11cy constitute tu day cul]cctors'- rarities. 

I-I ere, then, \yas a 'prett) 7 problc111 for 111odcrn schol a r~hip. ,, 1 e 
kno\\1' that Janles ,vas an indcfatigrrb]e reviser of his \Vork: his fiction 
i11variab]y ,vas an1cndcd and often considerably altered in its transition .. 
fron1 n1agnzine to book and f ro1n edition to edition, ~fnd there ,vas the 
final ,v holcsale revision of the greater portion of his· ,vork for the N c,v 

-:t'.I Theatre and Ftiendsbip,. So11w 1-l enry ],1u1es 1-etterr, lLJ.,itb a Coun11entnry by 
Eliz1betb R.obhis (London! 193 2), pp. 105-2 17~ and an unpu~lishc{1 letter to i'\·lis~ 
Ro~ins of 9 OctolJer 1907 in my posscssiori. 

J-i !\ 1iss Bosanquet ~crve d ,as Henry J an1csts .s-c:cret;uy n d s man u c-nsis f ro~u 190 7 
untH his death. See 1 l enry J mnes rrt JVork, hy Theodor~ Bosan4.uct (London, 19:q). 

J-i The J m ~s p~ pen: ,ve re tr~ ns f erred to th c J-J ougl \ ton Library on its op en in g in 
1941. 

Jc Also =3n1011g these papers \,·ere 1111-1111.J~cript notes =.u1d a type,,·ritteri statcn1i::.nt, 
the latter incorporting considcrnblt:'. dialnguc:, for a pruj cctcd three-act con1edy based 
on the .short story 'The Chaperon,' ,vhich first appeared in the Atlantic Jfoutbl,-· 1 

Novernber-Dec:cn1ber l 891. The 1nanuscrlpl no Les date f ru111 18'93? the type\\Tfrtcn 
.stJJ.tement from 1907L There is no evidence that du:~ project w~s e,Ter carried furrhcr . 

... 
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York (the ldcfinitivc') Edition of his novels :1nd talcs. The plays had 
been subjected to 1nuch revision, but in n1any instances this had not 
been of Jame.s's choosing. I-le revised i.1ndcr ma.nagcrinl pressure or to 
build up a part for an actor or actress, or to trin1 his play ( they ,~,.ere 
usu~illy too long) to the n1easure of an eve~ing's traffic of t_hc stage. 
1-Io,v arrive at a text lames ,vould have dcen1cd ~dcfinitivct? · The ... 
-alterations ,vcre .so1neti1ne~ urbi~rary; but often thC) 7 pointed up a. scene 
and ti ghtcncd th c action; and the i cu ts,' in n1 any-i nstan ccs1 co nsti tu tc d 
an in1provcn1cnt, at least in the light of the contemporary theatre. But 
had J a111cs approved then1? 

~Joreovcr, these \Vere rough scripts.. In preparing them for the 
printer James ,vould have edited then1 scrupulously. I-Ie had definite 
theories about the printing of plays; he ,vas al\vays careful about the 
detail of publication and insisted upon seeing proof of all that he ,vrote. 
As the plays stood, posthun1ons]y, there ,vere inconsistencies in spell-
ingt capitalization, italicization (to ,vhich James frequently resorted in 
seeking to dictate emphasis to his actors). There ,verc contradictions 

· in sty·lc \vithin the plays as ,vell as frorn play to p1ay·. One con Id al,vays 
produce a 'variorun1J edition, but the variations in the text~ the atnend-
n1ents and the re,vriting 1 ,vere so nu1nerous that to do so ,vould hilvc 
1nc-ant a m-any--vohnned ,,,ork. Dccidcd]y the apparatus of scholarship! 
applicable to Elizabethan textual problcrns) could hardly b~ invoked 
for the en1 0f the type,vritcr. The Shakespearian scholar might envy 
the J an1es1:1.n his abund2.nce of texts; the J n1nesign found hin1sclf envy·~ 
in g the Elizabeth n11 ] 1 is 1 in1i ted rcso ur ccs~ a 11 tl 1 e , v 11 i 1 c ren1 ctn b c ring 
that J an1es, ju the sen le of the dran1al belonged \Vith Du1nas fil r and 
Augier, perhaps in one instance ,vith Ibsen, perhaps! in another, \Vith 
the Resto rn ti on d rn 111 a tists, but hard 1 y , vi th the Eliza b ct ha ns. Ho, v 
n1uch happier one ,vould have been had Jan1cs destroyed sonic of his 
duplicate copies of his plays instead of other of his papersl 

Thc)T 1.Ycrc not, ho,v-ever~ 'really· duplicates. Different ty·pescripts 
,vcrc put into circulation~ and as diff crent m~nagers sa\V the plays 
<liff crcnt chang~s ,vcrc nladc. Son1e nliddlc course in the handling 
of this .1natcrial obviously \Vas ca l]ed for that ,vou l d satisfy the needs 
of scholarship - that is of .fidc.lity to text and to the ,Yritcr1s jntcntions 
- ,vhile n1ccting the general pn rpose ,vhich publication of these pl a)7S 
,vould serve: that of dernonstrating their role in Henry J:uues"s half 
ccutilry uf creation, so lhat students of the novel and of the dr::nna 
alike n1ight dcri vc profit f ron1 a critical cxan,i nation uf the d iffic{1l tics 

.... 
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£-aced by a great novelist caught1 as he put it, in the theatrical ~strait~ 
jacket.' It ,vas a question of providing a basic text of each play that 
n1ight serve reader, student, and - ,vho could say? perhaps even a. 
producer. . 

It see1ned to n1c th~t ·\Tariorun1' editing, in a lin1itcd ,vay, .n1ight he 
justified for one of the plays., to enable readers to se.e the proh1erns 
Jarnes encountered step by step, during the plny's progress f ron1 his 
study to the footlights. 'The An1crican' ,vas ide~lly suited for this 
purpose. There exjsted the original typ~script of the Southport pr~-
ducrion~ ,vith Jan1es1s alterations in his o,vn hand, an<l varjous copies of 
the printed prompt-book of the London production, including t\YO 

copies fion1 Jatncs's library., ]ater added to the contents of the trunk 
by the executor ( \V ho in due course presented all the dra1n;:ttic n1a terial 
as part of the Jarnes Collection he gave to I-Iarvard n) as ,veH as other 
copies ,vith corrections and stage directions inserted by the novelist 
or by the actors .. It ,vas thus possible to gi,re the mutations of Jatnes's 
first important effort in the theatre, including the variant fourth act~ 

As.regards the other p1ays a simple principle co11ld be applied. 1-Icnry 
James had fiercely resisted the cutting of his drarnatic \Vorks. I-le in-
voked butcher-shop jmages in alluding to the changes 1nade at the 
insjstence of actor or n1anagcr (~bloodily butchered) he said of one pla)T 
and "'Oh, the n1uti1atcdl brutally si1np]ifie<l, niassacred · little play·t of 
another). Therefore the p1ays ha<l tu Le published, as he ,vould have 
published thcn1, ,verc ]1e a1ive, in their longest, fullest fonn. '''here 
changes existed in James\; hand these ,vcrc 2uton1aticaHy· incorporated; 
,vhcrc ~n itnportant a1teration ,vas 1na?c~ the alternate form ,vas in-
dicated. '''here there ,vcrc straight cuts) ,,rithout textual alteration, 
these ,vere restored so long ris they ,vcre consistent \Vith the rest of the 
text. ''-'here J a tcr rcvisi on s 111 adc re-in cl usi on of any· port ion i1n p ossi bl c, 
it ,vas deemed ,viscr to adhere to the ultimate changes and, if these 
,vcrc significant, to explain them4 In tht interest of consistency style 
,v::Js 1nade unif orn1 \vithin a given play~ but not fron1 pl-aJT to play'. No 
generalizations, ho,vcvcr, can cover the problem~ encountered in such 
a 1nultip1icity· of texts~ thirty-three texts of six of the seven unpub-
lished plays - and in instances involving a nun1 her of alterations, ~u 
varyjng only in s1ight deg.rcct editorial djscretion had often to be 
exerci~ed .. 

1-;-Ralpll Harton Perry~ 'TJ1c Jan1es Co]lection 1~ I-I nr·vard University J~ibrr1.ry 
Notes~ 1,, (No. 3 il' 1942 )l 74-79. 
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One exception ,~t"° as possible f ro1n the general rule of tl1e f u11cst pos~ 
sible text~ I-laving access to the typescript of 'The High Bid' loaned 
1ne h)i Lady Forbcs~Robcrtson (Gertrude EHiott), ,vho played the 
lead, I decided to publish the rcxt, ,vhich Jan1c.s had approved and seen 
through rchcarsa1st actually as it ,vas pcrforn1cd on the stage. This 
play can thus be studied in its three versions: as the one-act 'Sun1t11cr-
sof t,' never perf orn1cd; as the short story 'Covering End,' into ,vhich 
it ,vas converted; and as the three-act 'High Bid/ derived f ron1 the 
earlier pl,ay and the tale, in the forrn in \1{htch it achievec.1 life on the 
stage. 

A listing and evaluation of typescripts and pro111pt~books of the un~ 
pubHshcd pl~ys culJared for T be Coinpletf1 Plays of I-I eur·y J n1nes 
f ollo-\YS: 

T1 r E. AI\-IER 1 CAN 

Fout acts; \vriten 1889-90 1 based on the novel of the san1e name first published 
in I 876-77 
Produced~ Southport, \\'inter Gardens 'fheatre~ 3 January 1891; London, 
Opera Co111jquc Theatre, 26 Scptc1nbcr 1891 .. 

( 1) The typescr]pt subn1ittcd to the Lord Cha.1nberlainis Office for the licensing 
of the Southport producti<)n (license gr=-=i.ntcd 1 i Dc:ceinb er d-~90). This 
typ escri p a ppca rs to h fl vc b c en us~ d hy Ed ,vard Co n1 pron., ,v ho play cd 
the role of Chd5topher Ne\v111an. It contains 1uany corret.:ttnns aoo se,T-

. eral interleaved pages ]n Jarncs's hand as "·ell as his indicatjons of acti-on 
and the American accent for Con1pton. 

( :z) The printed pro1r1pt-liook for the London production, set up by 1.'-'1l1iatn 
Heinemann but ne,rer publishcd. 18 This differs in a nun1bcr of instances 
from the Southport typescript. Speeches have been tightened and I"cndcred 
n1orc coUoquial. The stage directions hn.ve been retained and elabonncd 
and the exact position and n1ovcmcnts of each actor arc indicated+ In a 
nu1nbcr of instance.,;; speeches ia the origin-al text h:1.ve been 111adc to serve 
as st~ge <li:recdons jn the rcvjsed text- ,,·here J an1cs had used '\Vords 
,·vhcch h:1d, in production! been supplanrcd by uction and stage business+ 
The prompt-book is set up in the s-ame style as the published pfays, ,vfrh 
the n-an1es of the chan1cters c.:enter~d over the speeches in the French 
tnanner. io It is clear fro111 the care t~ken in setting up the pron1pt-book 

-:I.IJ For hibHographical inforn1ation concctning the five p\1blished plays nnd the 
t\vn rare prompt-Looks see LeRoy PhHl1ps~ A BibliogrtrJJ!Jy of the 1-Vriting., of 
Henry Jmnes (Now York~ 1930), pp. 26-27._ 46-47, and 115-06. 

111 'I should only nn,ke the condition that it he ptlated in the 1na~ner of FrQnch 
comedies~ that is, ,vith the names of the characters above the spcc~hcsr and no~ . 
on a line ,vith them.' - Fro1n an nrtpub]ished letter to J + R. Osgood, 5 J\h,.y I 883. in 
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thntJamc~ intended to have this type used for an edition of the play, had 
it proved a greater success. l'hc fol1o\vjng copies ,vcrc cxru11jned; 
(o) A copy from Hen·ry Jan1es~s Jibr.nry, no\v in the I-Iarvard Library, 

j n terl caved , \r ith corrections inscr t ed in his hand. This copy contains 
a nu1nbcr of changes in Act Ilr! apparently those 1n:1de for the 
'second edfrjon' of the plny presented on the fiftieth night of the 
London rnnjl a perforrnancc to ,vhich cridc.s ,vcrc invited for a second 

• I ]ook. 
(b} A copy fonnerly- in rhe Jan1es co11ection of the late Pnu1 Lemperly of 

Cleveland, 0 hi o, no ,v j n the Co 11 ly Co] le gc L 1 L ra.ry, ,v a tervi1 I c1 

i\1a inc., ,v.i r h I-.Jenry · J an1 cs's si g na ru re on the cover and cont-a in i ng a 
nun1ber of corrections in James\5 hand. 

( c) A copy frC?1n Henry J anws's library _no\v in the Harvard L.ihtary, 
,vith his autograph on the front cover. On the fl y]eaf, in J an1cs's 
hand 1 are penciled notes~ apparently reminders to hirns-eJf - the ,vord 
"gjrl' and under it 11\1 ,i,e~ de B's getnp" and under thi~ 1 J\1J usk lief ore 
3rd Act/ This copy contains a nun1ber of changes sin1ilar to those jn 
(b) ! as ,ve11 as other en1endations. 

(d) Eli',.abeth ltobins's copy, containing a fe,v of her notes on the role of 
~1adanic de Cintre. ~fhe copy js dated in her h~nd Io Septc1n her 
1891, clearly lhc day she rccchrcJ it, since J o.n1es \\Tote to her on 
9 September I 8'9_1 'I hope to be able to send you today the prjnted 
prornpt-hook.' · . 

( e) A copy in the possession of John L. Balderston~ ,vhn clr:1n1acjz:ed 
Janle-.~'s unfinished novel The Sense of the Pnst :is ~Berke]ey S{prnre.1 

Th ere a re no cor rec ti ons. 
· (f) A <:opy in the archives of l\-ie.'t.Sr.s H e1nen1nnn1 publishers., London, . . 

contn1n1 ng no cnrr-ecnons. 
(:;) An incotnplcte typescriptt no,v in the I-Jarvard L1brary, of a varjant 

four th act ,vrjucn jn 1 892 at the request of Ed,vard Cornpton, ,,·ho had 
continued to gjvc the ph y 1n the provjnc;es but ,vho had found the un-
111 itjg::1ted gloon1 of the fos:t act too n1uch for the run-1.l nu dicnccs. Jan1cR 
,vtote the · nc,v act 'jn a conledy-S"ens:e heaven forgjvc· n1e/ ~0 It ,vas 
first pcrf onned by the Con1pron Con1cd y Comp:iny at Bristol 2: 5 Noven1-
ber r 892. Pages J 4-17 arid page 3 I a•rc 111Jss1ng frorn the present typcscrjpt. 
It js in,po~_i.;iblc to say ,vhcthcr this \,ras the definitive forn1 of the act or 
a draft of the version J an1cs gave to Con1pton. 

the Y g l c Uni vcrsi ty Lib fj ry, concc rning pu blica don of th c d (a nm tizcd Daisy 
Jlillcr~ 

:o I-Icnry Jan1es to ''- 7i]H:1111 J :1:mcs:~ unpul,li~hcd Ietter of 19 No\~cmber I B921 jn 
the H:-.rvard Library. See ab? Tbca1rc aud Friendsbip1 p. 77. 
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Tbe Texts of Henry Jmnes"s Unpublisbed l1la'ys 403 

Guy D0~1\'1LL'E-

Thrcc acts; ,vri tten 1 8 9 J • 
Produced~ L-ondnn., St Jan1cs"s Theatre, 5 January 1 895 
(I) A typescript of the pl:1)\ no,v in the Har\ratd Library. 
(2) The printed prompt-book, 'Prhued- ~s j\.iianuscript - for Private Circu-

lation on\y/ set up by J. 1\1ilcs & Co., "\Vnrdour Street~ London. The 
. prompt-book follo\\'S close]y the typescript, ,vith only a fe,v mjnor altera-
tions such as c,Lcavc hin1 ·with me 1 changed to rea<l 'Le-ave 1uc ,vitl~ hi1n"' 
and substitution of a fe,v phmses and ,vords to inlprovc clarity. This 
prompt-bool, is_ not printed ,vith the care of that for 'The Americnn' n.nd 
the nam cs a re to the lcf t of th c speech es .instead of being c en tercd over 
them. The fo11o\dng copies of the prompt~hook \Vere exan1ined~ 
(a) A copy in the Lord Chanl hcr1ain~s Office, containing no alterations 

and nm. rkcd as l ic cnscd for prod uc ti on on 1 o D cc cn1 b er 1894. 
(b) A copy in the Harv~rd J.~ibrary. This ,v~s Henry J nf!lesis and con-

tains a nurnbcr of corrections in bis hand. Also at Harvard there .is 
to be found a she-af of manuscript in J an1ests hand! individual sheets 
containing a series of corrtctions and alterations mad~ by the novelist 
(sec Plate I). These ,vcrc copied jnro the prompt-books of the cast., 
apparently by a copyjst or secretary at the theatre. and this explains 
the fact that other copies of the prornpt-book i.vhich have turned up 
in the rare-book nrn.r kc t are j n tcr 1 ca vcd and con taj n nu nl crou s tc-.xtu al 
changes. 

(c) A copy 1n the Henry E. Huntington Library 1 inter1eaved and con-
taining the corrections and alterations of the Joosc sheets described in 
(b) ,vrittcn in by three hands, one of thcn1 J an1cs's. ,. fhc ina j orjty 
of change~ 1 ho,vever, are nut in James.'s hand . but in a hand\vriting 
rcsc1n b 1 in g th at of ot h c r shni I ar co pi es. J atn es' s au tog rap h hang es 
are on l8, r9l 2.6, 311 531 55, 78, 79. 

( d) 1\1larion Tcrry,s copy., interleaved and corrected in a sin1i1ar fashion 
to ( c), no\v in the Colby Co11cgc Library. (i\1iss Terry p1ayed the 
f cm in i ne le ad oppo5 i te George Alexander.) 

One act; ,v1·incn for Ellen 'I"crry in 1895~ con,Terted in I 897 into the short 
story "Coverjng En<l' (published 1898). ]atncs used both the play nnd the short 
story in ,~?riting 'The High Bjd' (see belo,1.1 ). 

( 1) A typcscrjpt in the possession of EHzabeth Robins~ presented to her by 
J arnes. J t ren1ains in an outer cn-~lc1opc, in ,vhic:h J arnes mailed it to her~ 
p os:tin ark cd 1 3 N ovc rnb er l 8 99 Rye, Suss ext and an inn er en vclop e across 
,vhich James scra\v]ed the ,vords 'One Act' and '.E. T..' [Ellen Terry]. 
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Harvard Library Bulletin 
l\liss Robins generously permitted ,ne to ·n1akc a tran5cript of thisi-the only 
exrn nt tc..xt. 

, 
Tl-Ir. HlG[I BID 

Three acts; \\'ritten r 907-----08; based on the one-act 'Sumnlcrsof t' and the short 
story 'Covering End.' 
Produced: 1<:<l1nburght Royal Lyceun1 Theatret 26 j\,:l-arch ! 908; J..ondont FJjs 
J,1ajesty"s Theatre, I 8 February 1909. 

,( 1) The typescrjpr licen~ed by the Lord Chan1bcrhints office 9 l\ofarch 1908 
{ or production 1 as 1Covering End,' at Edinburgh. 1.'he text corresponds, 
,vith a fe,v minor altcrat_ions~ to the Forbes-RohcrtsC1n copy, listed as 

{?) Sh Johnston Forbcs-Robcrt~on'.ls copy of the typescript, no,v in the 
Harvard Library. Each act is bound separately jn bis.ck cloth -and signed 
~J. Forbes-H.flbertson~ 2 2 Bedford Sq~ \V~C.' Thjs copy l:onrai ns a nun1bc:i: 
of cuts and ·alterations., including son1c inserts in the actor's hand. Act I 
does not ha~,.re the part of the ~y, onng ;\1an' foter "\\rrittcn jn by James+ . 

( 3) G crtrudc Elliott'~ topr of tlie ty pc.s~ri pt'.I in her possession, conrnining all 
the cuts and changes of the Forbes-Robertson copy\ and ,·drh the pnrt of 
the 1'\r oung 1\1an' ,vrittcn h1.~1 

(4) A typescript \Vith each act separately bound in redf nO"=" in the Harvard 
Library. The part of the "'Young iV1 ani j5 in.i;erted in Act l. 

( 5) A sing I e-vohunc typ cs:cr j pt, bound in b lu ei n O\V in the Harvard Library J 

containing the Jab el of J arncs's literary agent, J. 13. PjnkcL This is an uncut, 
11nnl tcr~d cop f of ( 4) . 

THE SALOO~ 

One act 1 ,vrirtc.n 1907--08; hased on the short story 'O,vcn '''jngra,·e/ first 
publjshed in 189i. 

Produced: London, Little T'hcntre., 17 J anurary 191 L 

( J) J"'he typescrjpt licensed by the J_,ord Cha1nberlain 3,s Office 2 3 Jan nary 
The text JS described under ( 3) bc]o"\l'. 

( 2) A typescript '.first draft/ in loose sheets, now· in the llarvard Library, 
n1~rked 1draft copy' and i:onratoing cotrecti ons and changes by Jame~. 

( 3) A typescrjpr 'second draft/ in loos-e sheets, nlso in the Harvard J. .... ibrary1 

in ,vhich son1e _scenes have been extended and clarified and the dialogue 
sh~rpencd. 

(4) A l:lean copy of { J) 3 in loose sheet~, also in the Harvard Library. 

xi i\-liss Bosanquet has in her possess:jon te]egram from Henry Jai11es sent to hci 
\\' hen this seen e ,va:s inserted : 'Omen ha ppj est young 1nan immense.' 

~i It "\'r'ill be noted that the 1icense 3ppea~ to ha,Te been r~corded · at the Lord 
Cha rnbe da tn 's Office af tcr th c op(\E1 in g n i: gl1t. 
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tli-i.n~- tb.c-ro m putlnbrs. ( Tbm g,n~l!J (r, Mn~. Pi.~:tr:r...·, 
WtU IIJ.Y hBve come ·bod:? : · -. . • . · : 

)[Rs. .P. fli.ttt1!ina ,m m~tmlt' 11.~11. m, if "'~ liy ~a) 
rrhRff{rrg M,Yii!g+) I thb1k I h~a1" ir,. now._ : · : . -

Guy~ 'Toon_ l !l:tlrt tbi~ momCttt fQr: .Bri~1. (&r:tl't1' 'ktnd~ri 
~-} Fat.h~ ?iforny has I~ p~t~ · L go wi~b bim, w F . -· -. . l'lltlre. . - . • •. . ' . . 
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. Ma P. Tohw/ . __ . : 
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THE OTHER HOCSE n 
~' t~nd m;:e you ? " Ro!::ie smiled. 1 ' Not not 1ike 

either of U'.!:i-. Shi::•~ al \'ii.l.)'E her~.n 

•i And ;t•s from he~ j,'OU'tc to keep :l l!Crt:lia. littk: 
pc:rson? 1' 

~• Itti from her/ 1 Roslf: spoke with ric:h brevity. 
Denn I :iii rlt5ltal i:d. 11 W oul<l )'OU tl'U:St the little 

;pcr::;on to c1.n0=ther Ht~le p-er:;on ? H 

Ji To you-to hrtJrl ? 11 Ro.~ 100 k€d r.im\11•-:;t"d. 

j 1 \ V:itboul :! pares: ! •t The t"hHdj at t bi's~ profoundly 
mr::<l;~~t~'\'C:: ,md i:ml}'Crturbably u good t., :-:_uhmitt.ed 
:serenely to thi: trnnsrcr .:i.:nd to the prompt, long 
kiss 'td1:, :15 he g::i.tn~r~d h(!!r to him, ~nnt!::, in 
his tum, imprinted i)Q !ler :l!'m. fl n~ sl3y Wl tb 

.. _ ... _ Jr~r~ l~' ... 11:ith ~~prt~!o~ ; on wbkh. he 
ren,cwi::d, with finer .-.~lish, th~ rrcedo~ she 

-.. mi tted;. ~~urlng h~r t.h,H :his -settled the (11Je;.tron 
. . 

and tktt 1,e W.D;s . her ti:ppo:n~cil c:h~mpic:-i~ Rose 
'W:3.t(!hcd the !'il!:CTIC ~~WC!!n ~hem t ~hkh w1ir; -i:n:'.tnn-
hig; t:-i-fn sh(! brought o·ut' !l.btuptly : H \Vb.at I ~aid 
to Mr. Bream just uow I did n •t s1y for Mr. 

' B ., r,e!l.rn. 
Dennis ho.d thi: little gfri -clO"..e to hlm 'i b:i~ :irm::; 

wc:re ~ofdy :-ound h~r and1 like RO-'i-e':s jU5t beforn 1 

-his <:neek. as ht!! tend~]y bent ll.is headr WJ.-S pressed 

PLATE II:.t 
T!Je Otlh'r House ( LOKDo:i-1, 1896), IT, 7 J 
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The Texts of 1-lenry /mNes's U~ipubJished Plays 405 

T11 F.. 0TH F.R I-IousE 

l:lrologue and three acts; ,vrittcn 1908-09; based on the novel of the same name 
first pubUs.hed in I 896. The novel fr1 turn \va~ deri \Ted f Torn the sccrn1.do of 
a three-act playt 11.~he Promise/ \Vrittcn in 1894, no text of \Vhich is no,v kno\vn 
to exi:st.:1 s 

Not produced. 
(I) A typescript) no\v in the Harvard Library, ,vhh each act and the Prologt1e 

h[n1ntl scpfltntcly in hluc~ This is the ]ongcst version~ foll(nving closely 
the novel except in the first scene (,vhcrc the author's account of the 
connection bet\-reen the t\\'O houses and J ean 1s position h'1s been incor-
porated 311 the dialogue)~ This typescript has been hcnvily corrected. ~if.ost 
of the corrections arc in Henry Ja111es's hand and secn1 lo have been 1uadc 
at dificrcnt tirncs, in blue pencil and in diff crcnt shades of i[l1.::. At v~rious 
points~ and notably ln the revision cH1ninn.dng the part of the child, thes-e 
author's cotrections are pasr~d over the sheers (see Plate II). There a.re-. 
also son1c corrections in Theodora Bosanquct1s hand. 

( 2) A second typescript ,vith ~cts and Prnlogue bnunrl separately in bhH~, lso 
in the IJarvard Library. The Prologue contains a stage plan_ <lra,\'n '1nd 
lettered br James. Act I has a stage plan dnnvn by Theodora Ilosanquet. 
The text .is n cut version of ( 1). After (,.) ,vas typed f urthcr changes ,vcre 
made h1 the Pro]oguc and Act I of ( 1) ,vhich a~e ~Dt included here. 

( 3) A carelessly-typed 11ncorrected copy of ( l), incorporating aH corrections 
n1arkcd therein. Acts II and II I are the smne as in ( i). In pa per C0\ 1er.~; 
n0\\ 9 in the I-I:arvard Library. 

(4) A copy, sin1 ilar to ( 2), subn1itted to the Incorporated Stage Socjety. 

The novel ends in a scene benvecn Tony and Pau1. T'his ,vas reproduced jn 
( 1 ), ~nd then deleted so that the plny ended ,vith Paul alone on the stage. l n 
(2} Henry James ,vrote in an exit and re-entrance for Tony .. In (3) the play 
ends s.s j n the corrected { 1 ) , ,,, it h Paul al one on th c stage. 

TnE OUTCRY 

Three acts; ,vritten i 909-~ o; subs-ec1ucntly converted into the novel of tl1c san1c 
name first pub]isl~cd in 191 r. 
Produced by the Incorporated Stage Society, London, 1 July r 917 ( eighteen 
months after J-a1ne:~/s death). 
~rhere arc five typc~cript versions of ~1.'he Outcry' in the Har\Tard Libmry·. 
&ch act of each version is bound in cloth \\rfrh the exception of ( 5) in 1,rhich 
each act has p:1 per covers+ 

.~ For the detailed story of this play-no, 9 ~1 see the introduction hr the present 
,,Titer to Tbe Other House (Norfolk, Conn. 1 1947 ). 
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H arvtrrd J_j hr tiry B 11 l J e tin 
( [) Ilro\\'n co,rcrs. Thjs is the l~ngest and probab]y the earliest version of 

the p1ay. For - fcan1rcs distinguishing ( 1) froa1 ( 3) sec under the latter. 
There j5 a]so in the Harvard Library a red-covered Act I ,vhich is the 
s flm e as Act I of the present version except f o~ a f c ,v n1in or ch-a ng c~. 

( 2) Red covers. l"his 15 a cut \rcrsion of ( r) and c;ontains exten!;ive cleletjons 
and en1 end a ti ons, 1:'hc second h:a l f of Act I~ a f tcr psgc 3 01 contains delc-
tio ns n1adc. by I'1:~nry Ja1nes. ,vhilc Aces 11 and III contain ddetjons both 
uy James and by Harley _ Granville-Barker. 

( 3) Dro,vn covers: but readj ly distinguishah]e from (I) by the thinner Jetter-
ing of the gold stanlping. Pages I to 30 in ( 2) ~ave heen cut do,vn and 
1·ctypcd, f onning here pages 1 a to 17. Th-e remainder of this uc:t ( Act I) 
in the sa111e as Act I of (z). Corrections ~pparcntly ,verc copjcd jnro thjs 
version by J arnes- from ( z). This \vas probably Theodora Bosanquces 
copy- she having a separate one to refer to ,vhen James ,va!.,; in London 
and she in Rye. 

( 4) Green covers. Th is is th c v crsi on conlp i I cd by Theod n ra n osa n q uet f ro1n 
versions ( 2 ) and ( 3 ) rc-inco rp or~ Ling ~II the parts deleted "u n<l er 1 ~a r ker' s 
nnd Ilarrie.,,s + ... urgent rcquisitionr' 2~ This versjon "\\'aS apparently con-
sidered by James the definitive forn1 of the pfay. 

(5) Paper cov·ers; tide-pages sta111ped ~l\1iss Djckcnsis ~r ypc-,vriting Office.1 

This version ,vas copied f rorn ( 2) nnn. ( 3) as cut by James and Granville-
B~rker ~nd is the shortest version of the pfoy .. 

( 6) A copy sent to the I ncorporatcd Stage Society consisting of Act I of (I) 
and Acts II ~nd ]JI of ( 2). 

1 The novel ~pp cars to ha\'e been ,vrictcn fro1n ( 1) ,vith some references: to ( 2.) 
and ( 3). S01nc passages omitted in ( 2) and ( 3) are restored in the ncnrel, and 
son1e changes n1adc h1 thcrn ~ire included jn the no\·cl, in ,vhich a f e,v coin~ 
plctcly ne,v speeches have been inserted. Ho,ve,Ter, it is possible that the novel 
\vas ,,Tittcn largely f ron1 (4). 

LEON EDEL 

H cm ry J an1 es to Th eodorn B os~nq uct, 1 August 19 I 0 1 printed in Leon Edel, 
Henry I aun.s: /es mr11ees dnrJJJatiques (Parj5j r93 [ ), p. :z. 39r 
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