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Defoe, Swift, and Captaln Tom 

x March, 1 7 r o, Daniel Def oc ,vas horrified by· the spectacle of the 
l"ondon mob as it cheered and applauded Dr Henry Sachcverell 
on the \vay to his trial for havjng preached an infla1nn1ntory and, 
as ,vas said by the "\~-7higs~ treasonable sern10•1 on Guy Fa\vkcs 

Day the preceding November~ Defoe's Review asserted that S~chev-
crcB had preached 'against the QL1cen~ and the est-a.blishtd Govcrnn1cnt, 
the Revolution-Princip]e and the Protestant Succession"; consequently 
"these poor innocent Crin1inals, the Rabble r • • kno\v not ,vhat they 
arc about' in_ givjng hin1 their support. 1 The n1ob,s conduct puzzled 
Defoe~ ltcca11ing his O\vn experience in 1703, ,vhcn the London crO\Vd 
had transforn1cd his public degradation in the pillor)r into a trinn1ph~ 
he affirrned that 'generally speaking, her [England 1s] l\1obbs have been 
al\\~ay·s in the Right. t 2 CharactcrjsticalJy, Defoe at once .set nbout to 
educate the people rioting for Sachcvcrcll and to explain to then1 the 
true nature of the issues. To tl1is purpose he devoted 111any nu1nbers of 
the Re,view; :1nd, it sccn1s likely, he also penned son1e brief journalistic 
pieces bearing in their titles the nan1c ~Captain Tom~' a cant tern1 for the 
lender of a 1110h. This note ,viU exatnine Defoe's claim to the follo,v-
jng vLtorks, ,vhich arc listed as nearly as possible in the order of their 
pub]ication: 3 

A J.,ettcr from Captain Toni to the i\lobb, No,v Rais'd for JJr .. Saclwvcrc] .... 
J. .. ondon._ Printed for ]4 Baker at the B]ack Boy in Pater-Noster~Ro,v. 1710, 

Captain Tom's IlaHad . _ A Pleasant Ne,v· Song 1 to the Tune of, Packingtonts 
Pound . . • Printed :in the Y car, 17 r o. 
The Capt .. of the h1obs Declaration: Or, TJ1cir New Ans\ver to Dr. Sacheverellt 
by Capt. To1n .. 4 Londoni Printed for W. Jones, jn the Strand, 1710. 

A Rod for a Fools Back, jn a Letter from Caprnin Tom, to the l\finister of 
Covent Garden . . . London: Printed [ f] or J. Smith near Aldcrsgatc-Strcct, 
I 7 I 0, 

1 A Review of tbe-State of the Ilritirl:, Nation, VI (4 i\1::irch 1710 ), 567. 
2 Review 1 \'l ( 18 l\.t~r,~h 17 r o ), 589~ 
The bibliography append~d to At.hie 1"'. ScudPs 1"be Sacbe-ucrell Affair (New 

York, [939 ), p. 1471 is in error in listing St. Pmd and Her A1njest:,· JTfrJdicated 
(London, 1710) as by Captain Tonl. 

71 
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Dfa.Jogue ·bet\Yeen Captain To1n an<l Sir H--y D--n C~-t ... Printed 
for the Consolation of Those "Tho Can Bear a Cross,. in the Year 17 to. 
Captc1in Ton1's Rcnlcmbrance to His Old Fdcnds the T\·Iobb of London, West-
min~ter1 Sonth,vark, :and ,v apping . I I [] 7 I I] 

Although the Letter., the Ballad, the Rod., and the Dialogue ha,rc been 
attributed to Defoe~ they· have never been exarnined for the cvide11cc 
of his au th ors hip.·• The Dec 1 a ration and t 1 le Re·, 11e1n hr a, 1 ce ha v c not 
hitherto been noticed; they are apparently unique broadsheets, the 
forrner in the possession of i\·Jr F. F. l\1adan of London and the latter 
in the Harvard College Library. It 1nust he admitted at the out~et that 
external evidence regarding the a nthorship of the Captain Tom pa pcrs 
is Jacking .. No,vhcrc in his extant letters or ackno,vledged publications 
does Defoe refer to themt and none of his conten1porarics accuse hin, 
s-pccifically of ,vriting them,. Y ct the internal evidence, ,, .. hich is often . 
the only evidence for the bibliographer of Defoe, suggests the possi-
bil1ty that Defoe did ,v-ritc all except the Dialoguet ,vhich, I think, 
can be proved the ,vork of Jonathan S\vift .. 

One particular circun1stancc. in f a,;-or of Dcfoe"s authorship is his 
fondness for the nan1c ~Captain Torn,' ,vhich appears frequently in the 
Re 1vie·w and ahvays in :t favorable context. There ,vgs'I apparently, no 
cponyn1ous Captain Ton1; he belongs to the san1c category of beings ~s 
John :Bull but differs fro1n that ,vorthy in being of popular rather than 
of Jiterary origin. References to hin1 out~idc Defoe and the ,vorks 
being considered here are rate .. He is a principal character in the Tory 
Ned \\ 1ard~s Vulgus Britanuicus ( 171 o), a burlesque that sneers at the 
notion of the 1nob as the guardian of English libcrtjes. Later in rhe cen-
tur\'' l~rancis Grose identified hin1 as 'the leader of a mob; also the mob 

. 

"\V~lter 1Vilsoni J1euwirx of tbe Life and 'JYmes of Daniel T)e Foe (London., 
1830 ) 11 HI., r 11-1 r 1, suggested Defoe ::as the author of the Letter, a suggestion accepted 
by ~JI subsequent bibiiographers: of DefocA \\'illiam T. l'v1organt A Bibliography of 
llritisb 1-listory, 1700-1715 (Il]oon1ington~ lnc.l., 193 7 ), II~ r 29-"130., ~Ls.signs the Letter 
to Defoe, a,$ v-.·clJ as the Bn/l(td, the J~od., and the Dialogue; his ~uthodty is either 
H~lkctt ~nd Laing, Dictian1ry of A1io1iynwus and I'seudo'IIynwus Litert1turei c,L 
J ~,ucs Kennedy and otl1crs (Edinburgh, 19:2.6--34 )i VI, 304, ,vhich gives Captain ~~om 
ns one of Defoe's pseudonyms~ or 1''/Je llritisb J.,.furr1nn Cttudogue l1f Printed Bo(Jks 
18S 1-1 gao, ,vhich ascribes aH four ,vorks to Defoe under the entry 1Ton1, Captai11Tt 
It .shou]d be notcdt ho\\'ever, thnt the ne\v· Ilritish i\·f uscu111 Gf:11eral Catn.logue of 
I'1·inted ]looks, XLIX (195-2 ), lists only the Lener under Defoe. 

Captain Tum is not mentioned! for instance, in llobcrt Ferguson 1s The History 
of All tbe A! obs, 1,uundts., and lnnarectio11s (London 1 ca. 1715) or~ -50 far as 1 can 
discover, jn any account of the Sacheverc11 riots. 
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itse1L, G But to Defoe. he ,vas much 1norc: he symbolized the mass of 
English people in their struggle aga.inst popery and the pretender; he 
,vas the defender of protestantism and par]iament. Dcfoc~s offhand 
Jnanncr ,vhcn he first mentions hin1 in the l{eview - 'Captain To111 
has not often been in the Wrong' 7 sho\vs that he expected his read-
ers readilJ7 to understand ,vhon1 he rncnnt by the narne, but he is carefu] 
to distinguish bchvccn the "usurping Captain 1""0J1i' 8 at the head of the 
Sachcvcrcll 1nohs and 'O]d Captain Torn/ \vho is "of quite another 
Fa1nily.' 0 The Sacheverell mobs, made up of 'Papists) N 011-jurors, and 
E11r,11ies of Her Majesty~s Title n11d Gover11111e11t/ differ fron1 a11 other 
(Rabbles of this Age/ and Defoe cha.Henges his readers to sho,v him ta 
1\1ob of that Con1position before.' 10 Perhaps he d\vclt on the dis-
tinction at such length because his cncn1ics f rcquently accused hin1 of 
rabblc-rousing. 11 At an)7 rate~ he seems to he the on]y contemporary 
,vriter ,vho simultaneously denounces th c Sachcvcrcll rioters and de-
f ends the privilege of the English co1nmo11 people to forn1 mobs for 
redressing geniune grievances. As ,ve sha]] see~ all the Captain Tom 
papers except the Dialogue take a stand identical ,vith Defoe)s on the 
question of n1ob action. 

The style and subject of the cight~page Letter, ,vhich had the same 
publisher as the Re·vie-,v~ certainly suggest Dcfocts :authorship .. Captain 
Tom opens the letter ,vith an accusation Defoe repeatedly n1adc: 'Yon 
fight 11nder a Usurper, and in defence of so base a Cause~ that your 
Honourable F oref nthers ,vould .sooner have d y" d than lift up a Club 
or a Paring-Shovel f or,t.,' He goes on to teH an anecdote very much 
in Defoe's n1anncr: 'I \Vent one day to Billingsgate, and ,vas reading 
[Sachcvcrcll"s serrnon] ,vith TVill. Jobber and Dick. True111an, and 
son1e others; and Tl7i/l. saidt Pray God the Doctor han\ been too free ..-

lVith n1y· ,, 7if e. 4 • • , I-le · then n1utters objurgations against 'Passive 
Obedience, and 'Non-Resistance," the l1igh-fl)7ing doctrines denounced 
on nhnost ever)r page of Defoc,s ,vritings during this period. A1any 

l!I A Cfossiccd Dictionary of t!Je Vt1lgar Tongue, 3-rd ed. (J....ondoni J 796), sig. F1v. 
'J Review., VJ ( 8 j\1arch 17 Hl ). 589r 
E: The s~me~ pr 5' 9or 
ii Review,. VI (:13 !\1;,irch 17 Io)., 5974 
10 Review, \TI ( 14 l\1ttrch 1;no )1 583. 
11 Sc-c1 { or exa1nple, the tenth nu n1 ber of Char] cs LcsI i c~s The Re 1; ear sa I of Ob~ 

ser-vator, &r.. (30 Septembec--7 October I 704) and Tbe High-Cbu,·cb Address to Dr. 
l-le·n. Sacbevetell (London, 1710 ), ]1, S. Englandis H,neuties Exposed (London, I 701 ) 1 

P· 3 r, accuses Def oc of U.'i:in g 'th c vc ry Sa me ,:v ord s \\Ti th those of l v· at Tyl er.' _ 
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others, of course, found these doctrines hateful, but no other writer 
that I can find harped so incessantly· on the unusual character of the 
n1obs acclain1ing Sachcv·ereH, the .spokcsn1an for the doctdnes. \~7hcn 
Captain-To1n says (page 3) 'You are the first, and I hope ,vill be th~ 
last i\-1.obb1 that ever stood up against Liberty and PropcrtJr, and the 
Frecdon1 of the Subject/ he echoes Defoe's rcn1ark that for1ner {A1obbs 
a1,vays ai1n'd at pulling dn,l/11 some real Grievance.' 12 The reference 
(page 6) to the destruction of Dr Burgess' meetinghouse dates the 
Letter ~ftcr 28 Februar-y, \\~hen that act of vandalisn1 took p1aceJ18 and 
the absence of any ref crcncc to Sachev·erell 's sentence indicates a prob-
able date of publication before 20 lvlarch, ,vhcn the House of Lords 
barred SachevcreH fron1 the pulpit for three ycars.H 

Defoe's claitn to Captaiu To1n's Ballad cannot be established con-
c1llsivel}7, but the subject, -ns nnnounccd in the first stnnza, is certainly 
one that obsessed l\1r Rcvie,v: 

Now all you good Britains from Dover and Fife t 
lament i ,ve bcsccc hi our d cp lorab ]e State, 

Si nee i\11 ob ,vas a l\i oh, -and Promoter of Strif ej 
she ne)r ,vas itnpos'd upon at such a. Rate: 

When Popery she saw, 
And S]avery near dnnv 1 

Up she got in Defence of Re1igion a.nd La,v, 
But never tiU now· has .she ever been knovln, 
To rise in RebeHion .for pulling thcln do,vn. 
0 Defend 11s! frotn every hot-headed Tool 
Of a Priest, that the Jesuit rides like a J\.fule. 

lVhether or not the ·style of the BaJJnd rcsc111blcs th-at of Dcfoe,s ac-
kno,vlcdged poe1ns is a 1natter of opinion; it see1ns to 1ne quite unlike 
that of such formal utterances in couplets as 1'"/Je Double TfT elcou1e or 
Jure Divino. Little is kno,vn about Defoe as a versificrt but it is reason-
able to suppose that the author of A True-Rorn Englisb111au possessed 
enough skill in poetry to pen a street bal1ad -and to adapt his 1nanner to 
his 1nattcr. 1 ... he third stanza of the Ballrrd 1na.kes the san1e contrast 
bct\vccn the quiet and the loud-n1011thed clergyman as the Review of 
1 r 1\1arch. Other paraHcls 111ight be cited+ l"'hc R al lad is of approxi-

u Revicw 1 VI ( 16 l\1arch 171 o ), 587. 
1~ Abel Boyer, The 1-linory of tbe Reign of Quee1J Anne (Londont 1703-13 )11 

VIII! l64. 
u George 1\1. Trc\ 1clyan, EngL:u1d under Queen. A'IIne (London, 1930---34),. Ill, 57. 
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n1atcly the san1c date as the Letter; the allusion in its final stanza to the 
dispersa] of the mob and the arrest of sonic of its leaders puts it after 
2 l\1arch.1r. 

T/Je Capt. of the A1 obs lJeclaration, a. pro~e broa<lsheet printed on 
one side only, appears to be a set.Juel to the J..,etter. In it Captain Torri 
1nakes t\VO n1ain points: that it js paradoxical to riot for the principle 
of non-resistance~ and that the Churcht Sachcvercll not,vithstandingt 
is in no danger except n1en like Sachcvcrcll hin1sclf.. Defoe be-
labored the for111cr point in the Revie.-2.v nf 4 !Vlarch and the latter in 
that of 18 lvlarch. Captain Toni adn1its that the n1ob has been imisled' 
by· papists and non-jurors, ~\vhose Ends ,ve have been ignorantly serv-
ing'; Defoe 1nadc the same ana1ysis of the n1ob's ignorance in the 
Review of 16 l\1arch. 

Tn A l{od for n Fools Back-i a prose broadsheet printed on both sides, 
Captain Ton1 n1akcs an rtd bo1ui11e'JJJ 3ttack on SachevcrcH and ,varns 
hin1 2gainst n1eddling \vith us Gentt} 7 ~ ,vho, though ,ve are the Scu1n 
of the Nation~ arc al,va)7S uppennost \vhcn jt h; in a li'crn1cnt' l)cfoe~s 
disclai1ner, in the Rell.,iew of 2 l'V1arch and again a ,veck later, of any 
personal animus tO\vards Sachevcreli n1ight scenl to disqualify him as 
the author of the Rod; yet the scandalous rc1narks in his letter to 
General Stanhopet one of the n1anagers of the tria 1., sho,v that he readily 
1naligncd Sachcvcrcll in privatc. 16 The Rod's purpose .sccn1s to have 
been the silencing of Sacheverell if he should atten1pt to preach again .. 
It mentions a 'l\1r. Lloyd/ \vho is perhaps the man Thomas Hearne 
referred to in his diary on 30 l\1-arch: 'On Sunday Dr. Sachcvcrcll read 
Prayers., and Dr. Binckrs prcach"d for hi1n. One A1' .. ]loyd hns pre-
sented the D'. to a Living of t\vo hundred Pounds per annum.' 17 

\Vhcthcr or not by Defoe, the Rod rcsc1nblcs his ,vritings in so far as 
it rerninds the n1ou of its traditional function, tl1e <lef ense of Engljsl1 
liberties .. 

Defoe certainly did not \Vrite the Dialogue between Capt(1iu Totn 
and Sir H['enr]y D [1,tto] 11 C [ol]tt a broadsheet v~r.se-lun1poon on 
Colt, a v\'hig candidate for Parliatncnt in the election of 1710. · ]ts 
political bjas is quite contrary to Defoe's. '\\'e are true friends/ Cap-
t~in Tom rcn1arks, 'Of the Cburcb and Sac/Jevereil./ The author of 

Boyer, VIIIt 267 .. 
:1!I The Letters of Daniel Defoe. ed. George H. Healey (Oxford~ ! 955 )~ pp. 265-266. 
::i-r J.:. e-ruar k r and Co/foe ti on s of T bo,nas Hearne (Oxford, 1 8 B 5- l 9 i 1 ) I I (ed. 

Cha des E. Doh le)! 368. 
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the lan1poon makes no at~cn1pt to recall the 1110b to ,vhat Defoe con-
sidered its ti1nc~honored responsibilities. I-Ii.stone is also unlike Defoe's. 
Instead of edifying and instructing., he engages in irrcsponsib]c pun-
ning.. One has only to scan the pages of the Review during October 
and November to see ho",. seriously Defoe took the election, which 
resulted in an ovenvhcln1ing def cat of the ,, 1higs~ Co1t and General, 
later Earl, Stanhope stood for ,1/esttninstcr; they ,vere defeated by 
t,vo of the high-Tory persuas1on~ 1"ho1nas l\1cdlicott and Tho111as 
Cross. Both parties allegedly had n1obs roaming the streets of "\~lest~ 
n1inster and atten1pting to coerce the voters. 18 

On 5 Octobcrt ,vhile passing through \;\,'csqninstcr ,vfrh a friendt 
S,vift encountered the '''hig mob.. 'In the ,vay/ he noted in his 
]01tr-J1al to Stella, ~,vc n1ct the electors for Par1iamentn1cn: and the 
rabhie came about our coach, crying a Colt, a Stanhope, &c. v\1e ,vcre 
afraid of a dead cat1 or our glasses broken., and so \Vere al,v-ays of their 
side.' 19 Actnal1J7 S,vift ,vas not at all 'of their side'; at th1s time he ,vas 
a close friend of the Tory Rohert Harley·, ,vho had co1ne into po,vcr 
the preceding August. Perhaps ,vich the intention of assisting the 
Tories S\vif t ,vrote -a pocn1 thgt he described to StelJa as 'a ballad, f uH 
of puns~ on the '''csttninster election, that cost 1ne half ~n hour_: it 
runs~ though it be good for nothing. But this is like,vise a secret to aH 
but i\1D. Jf you ha'vc thcn1 not, I ,vill bring then1 over., :2o 

Although the ballad referred to here n1ust have been published, since 
S\vift expected that Stella ,vould sec it~ its identity is a better kept 
secret than n1an3, other sccre,ts of S,vift. Sjr Cl1arles Firth's suggestion 
that it n1ight be 'the second part of the Glorious "\\Tarrior,' 21 nn attack 
on Stanhope, is rejected as unlikely by 1-Iarold '''illia1ns~22 Firth hin1-
sclf \Vas not overconfident. 'This ·ma )r be the 6a1lad referred to by 
S,vift,' he rc1narked~ 'unless th.c conten1porary broadsides relating to 
the "\\1esuninster eiectiu11 supply· something n1orc evidently ,vritten 
by hin1~' It seerns to n1c that the Dinlo gue fits perf ecr]}r the description 
S,vift gave of his ha11ad. 

1~ ll oyer, IXt 249-2 5 o. 
J~ Tbe Prose lVarks of Jonatban Swift ( Londoni 1897-1908 ), 11 ( ed. Frederick 

Ryb1id ), 2 2. . . 

I'rore HT ork.r of Sl?.vif t, Tl, 35. '1'1D' is Swirt's ,·vay of ref erring to Stella (E.,r;;_;thcr 
Johnson) and J\1rs D j ng Icy+ her com panj qn. 

i=L ~The Canon of S,vif t/ Revi~ .of Euglis!J Studier, 111 ( 19:2 7 ), 74. 
f::! 1'/Je Poenu nf }oJMtblln Swlf t (Oxford! 193 7 )., Ill., 1087. 
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After an invocation to the n1use of Grub Street., the Dialogue re-

ports Sir Henryr's request for Captain Ton1~s support in the clcction. 23 

Sir Henry puns· outrageously on the ,,,ord 'bre,ver/ his opponent's 
occupation, -and on 'Cross/ his nan1c .. Captain To1n replies as follo,vs= 

You had better have been 
At your Spade and your Club, 

Than take up our Tii11c 
With a Tale of a Tub~ 

You shall .be discarded, 
I say't to your Face~ 

\Ve 9ll p1ay All the Gm11e1 

And not bate you an Ace. 
Then Jet n1e ad vise you 

No Ion ger to stay, 
Ilut pack up and Sbutfiet 

And cut it a\vay. 
And tho 1 you have ,V.it1 

Youthi Beauty, nnd Parts 1 

\Vhilc ,vc keep up our Clubs-. 
)r ou shaH ne'er ,vin our I-! earts. 

The puns on card p1ay·ing ,vcrc suggested by .. the clubs and spades co111-
n1onl y carried as ,,~capons by rioters; Bishop Burnet describes a man 
,vith a spade cleaving the skull of another ,vho ,vould not shout ,vith 
the n1ob.~-1 The style of the foregoing passage~ ,vith its clever rhy111cs 
and burlesque tone, js rc1ninisccnt of S\,,ift, though hardly of S,vift at 
his bcsL Captain To1n"'s use of the proverb 'a Talc of a Tub' invites 
.specu]arion. Can it be regarded as a secret signature? By so identifying 
hin1self, S,vift could jndulgc in characteristic clo,vning and at the 
same time give nothing a,vay·, since he never 2dn1ittcd having ,vrittcn 

There exists no account of Sir I-lcnry Dutton Colt, "·ho sccn1s to h~ve hld 
turb1J1ent po1itic~l c:arccr~ In the election of l 695 his 'faction knockt several 1ncn 
do\i,'n, struck others ,vith "·hips and sticks, others of them rjd on Fbnders hors~s 
\Vith S\Vords and pistols, others of them thre,v up cards and dice, sand and dirt, 
ir1son1nch as that one surgeon h~d three under cure, -and another surgeon :se,·cn th~t 
\Vere ,vo\1nclcd' (.1\Jen1oirs of tbe Life of A-fr. A'lnbrose- Barnes, ed. l\Til1ian1 I·L ]). 
Longstaffe. PL1blica.tions of the Surtccs Society, L, Durha1n, 1867, p. 1.2.6)+ Jn l 698 
he ,:va s put o~ t of th-e corn miss ion of pe i1Ce at \Vesrminster (Narcissus L uttrcll, A 
nrief Hirtarical Relation of State Affairs, Oxford~ 1857, IV, 465 )t and, although he 
,va.s electc d to Parli a n1cnt in 17 o 5 t he ,,1 0 s d cf ca tc d af tcr a bi ttcrl y f ou g l1t contest in 
I 708 (Luttrelt, \-J 1 3z4 )~ That the author of the Dlaloglle shoDld sho\v hi1n rcqucst-
i ng the assistance of Captain T onl and the 1no b sccrns a ppropr i a tc. 

~1. History of 1-lis Own Ti11:es (London., 1840 ). II, 849. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XI, Number 1 (Winter
1957)

H ar:var d I,ibrary Bulletin 
• 

his o,vn Tale of a Tub. ,~lhcther or not such a jeu d'esprit as the Dia-
logue is in accord ,vith S,vift's political beliefs is perhaps an irrelevant 
question, but it docs see1n to reflect his attitude of amused contempt 
for the antics of the masses, an attitude very different frorn that of cthc 
fel1o,v that ,va.s piHoricd. i John F. Ross has den1onstratcd that the 
careers of the t\vO greatest Augustan publicists touch at n1an)7 points; 25 

the Captain Toni papers 1nay be another point of contact. 
So far as I can discover, Captain To1n ,vas silent from the titnc of 

the elections · in October, 171 o., to 1\1arch of the f ollo,ving )"car, ,vhen 
an attempt on the ·life of Robert Harlc)T caused hitn to address his 
broadsheet Re111e111brance to the 1110b. ,\'hi]e being questioned 
'''hitcbaU, Antoine de Guiscardi a l1rcnch nobleman and adventurer 
engaged in espionage in England, jnflictcd a serious ,voun<l on Harley 
,vith a pcnknifcr The Re111e111bnnzce .so111c'\'vhat sensationally interprets 
Hnrley·'s narro\, 7 escape fro1n death as E1ngland"'s escape fron1 enslave-
1nent to the pope und the kjng of France. It is a very convincing piece 
of ,vriting and \voukl be a credit to any--.propagandist. Again the 
evidence for Defoe,s authorship is purely internal, but ,vhocvcr ,vrote 
the !Jetter and the Declaratiou probably also ,vrotc the Re,nembrance, 
since it appears to be sequel to those earlier papersa Captain 1 ... om 
again charges that the 'free-born n·1ob of Great-Britain" have cfors\vorn 
their P rin ci p lest turn" d Tai 1, and b eco n1c a r rr1 n t En cn1 ys to the Rev o 1 u-
tion, and to the Ivlcnlory of the Glorious Prince \Vho ,vas the Instru-
1ncnt of ie - that is, Dcfoets favorjte n1onarcb, lCing "'\Villian1. Unless 
the people \v2kc up., Toni ,varns, they ,vill becon1e 'S1.vabbers 11ndcr 
French Boats\vainsJ or have their 'Brains knock'd out in the ·1/rench 
Ivng's Quarrel/ Instead of 'substantial Beef and Pudding~ they \VHl 
eat 'bro\vn husky· Bread 1 and Herbs, -and Rot-gut Soop.~ Taxes ,vjll 
in crease, church cs ,vj 11 be .fi 11 c d , vi th IP o pis h G i n1 cracks,' and trade 
, vi l l de c] in e. This ca tu lo gue of ca 1'1111 i ti es j n cl u d cs 111 ost of Defoe, s 
favorjtc bngbcarsL Defoe did not discuss the Gusicard incident in the 
Re,vie·w; he ,vas in Edinburgh at the time and ,vas devoting his paper 
altnost entirely· to the subject of trade. But his patnph1et entitled 
Eleven Opinions nbout A1r. l-J [arle ]y ( 1711) 1nakcs as n1nch political 
capital out of the incident as the Reu1en1/Jrauce docs, and like the Re-
111cu1hrance it depicts 1-Iar]ey as England's prjncipal defense against 
popcry and Jacobitism~ And in 1713 Defoe ,vrote a pan1phlet asking 

Swift and Defoe (Bcrkclcyt C-alif.1 1941 ). 
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the fearson1c question And JJ,Tbat If tbe Preteuder Sbo11ld Co111e? Its 
1 ist of di re co nscq u cnccs res en1 b] cs th u t in th c I< e111 en 1 bran c e; loss of 
libcrty'J, ,vooden shoes for the people, exhaustion of Brjtish blood and 
treasure to support French aggression in Europe, popcry·, repudiation 
of the public debt, and so on. · . 

The best argu1ncnt, ho,vever, that can be n1adc for Defoe's author-
ship of the l{e1,1en1brwnce is the presence of the theme that runs 
through all the Captain Ton1 papers except the l)ialogue! the notion 
th a r th c. n1 ob., ,v h ile of ten ignorant and n1 is 1 cd) is tradition a 11 y· the saf c-
guard of English freedon1. The public humiliation of Defoe in 1703 
has been called 'the n1ost significant event in his life~~ 26 There in the 
pjllor)T Defoe gained a respect for the conunon people that influenced 
all his later ,vritings and n1ay· have 111otivated the Captain ~·ron1 papers. 

C. 1~. lVlAIN 

John R. Moore, Defoe in tbe J>ilJory (B1oon1ington1 Ind., l939 ), p. 1+ 
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