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Robert A1ortenso11 

....-- ..... A!\-1:UEL C~ C11ElV,s Byron in Engla11d: His Frnue a11d After-
Fa1ue (J ~on.don, 1924) describes n1nny~ interesting and curious 
iten1s of By·roniana, publications of various kinds that resulted 
from Byron,s popu1arity·, and controversies about several of his 

,vorks~ Except for Dou f 11an, Cain aroused the most intense reaction; 
considered bl asp l 1 cm ous, the play ,vas attack cd in rev i e,vs, pa m pl 1 le ts, 
scrn1ons, -and even in verse. One ite1n thnt has been discovered since the 
publication of Chc,v's book is a. curious little ,vork, referred to as 
''Rcn1arks on Cain.t' This \Vork has not been described adequately, 
nor has it been properly identified. Tl1e bookseller Elkin l\1athc,vs dis-
covered ~(llen1arks" and advertised it in his catalogue, Byron &-RJ1ro11-
ian11, in 1930. He described it as a second editiont not published~ and 
on the basis of the ,vatermark -assigned it the dntc - c. 182 6~ 1 The 
book is no,v at the Houghton J_.ib rary· of Harvard U nivcrsit)r, 

The volutn e is indeed a strange one. There is no title-page; there is 
a dedication: TO THE SISTER/UV{HOI\1: HE LOVED/'/THIS J .. lTTLB YOLU1\1E 
1s/1KSCRIBED/\VITH PROFOUND RESPECT.,/n·y AX ADi\1:IRER OF/LORD 

BYRON~ The verso of the dedication page has a quotation from T!Je 
Prophecy of Da11te (III., I I 2-118). Another quotation fron1 this poe1n 
(III, 68-7 z) is printed above the title hPREFACE/To THE SECOND EDI-

TroN.t, This Preface begins on p. [i] 2nd continues top~ ix .. At the top 
of p. [i] are the ,vords HNot published~~ ,vrittcn jn ink~ Follo,ving 
these pages -and one blank page is a page cntidcd ('RE!\1ARKS CAlN.H 

These ren1arks begin on p .. [ 1) and end on p. 10. FoUo,ving this on 
pp. 10-1 z is a cornn1e11t and quotations from A1.anf red (I, 168-2 7 3, 
2 98-3 08; II~ 5 2 7-5 2 8~ 42 8-4 3 9)., ,vhich provide the ('moral of Cain. H 

On the next page ( [ 1]) is Byron's poc1n ' 10n This Day· I Con1plcte 
IV1)7 1"'hirt}r-sixth ) 7 ear'J under the title {'THE POET'S DIRGE.'' The poen1. 
is folk~\"ved h)7 a con1n1ent that cnd.s on P· 4· 1--hc llCXt p .. r I] has I 1LlNES 

·no • h h FOUND IN A llLANK J J~AF OF LORD BYRON S lllllLE "\Vlt a con1mcnt t at 

i ~'Remarks,, is listed in CDEL as privately printed, c. 1825. 
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ends on p. 2 .. 3 There is a hl ank page on the verso of ,v hich is a quota-
tion fron1 Cbilde I-laro/d (I\ 7, st. 186). A.ll of these leaves ( r 6) arc 
bound up ,vith 9 blank lea vcs to f orn1 the strange conglon1cr:lti on th-at 
11a.s hccn kno\\rn as '~Ren1arks on Cain.', 

I ha,Tc discovered that the "Preface to the Second EditionH is actuaHy 
the preface to n ,vork in t\VO vo]u1nes, The Beauties of Dou ]11flll. 4 

lnc/udiug Tbose Passages 01111, l17 bicb Are Calculated to E:ttend tbe 
Renl Frnue of Lord B)'1'0n (London: Jan1cs c:a\vthorn, 182. 8) .a The 
Dedication to thjs hook is also exactly the sa,ne us that of ' 1Rc1narks on 
Cain/' ref erred to abovc4 The hook con.sis ts of a great n1a11)7 passages 
selected fron1 Don Juall, notes~ and an index. 

As the Preface explains, the purpose of the hook is to present to the 
reader '" ho ,vou]d other\visc avoid Don ]11a11 the Hmorc c}.:quisitc pas-
sages', in "one of the n1ost beautiful poc1ns in the English languagc.' 1 

TJ1e editor lan1cnts the ''cxtrav~gant 3dt11ixture of the burlesque \Vitl1 
the pathetic':, in Don ]1ta11 and explains his selections: 
If n1uch of tile ,vjt and hun1our of Lord J~yron's po,vers 1 and of the nstonisl1ing 
insight I 1c possessed in to the d ecpcst and most d a ngcrou s recess es of the h 11111 an 
heart, hnve be en sa crj fi ccd, a 11 the sc ri ous and con ten1p la tj vc parts of his po em 
have been rcta1~edjo together ,v.ith a considerable portion of its phlyfulness and 
Yariety. (p._ji} 

Although the editor, in a passage added to the revised jlrefacet is quick 
to ad1nit that 1nuch of life is n combination of opposites- "there is -a 
re-velry in our desj)airn - he ha.s atten1ptcd to protect the reader fron1 
' 1thc pain of this cruel and unjust reaction." (~For this purpose nil the 
n1 ost bca u tifu l and si mp 1 y pa. th cti c passa gcs hn ve been di vested of every 
thing calculated to din1inish their interest or abate tl1e-legitin1atc sensa-
tions they inspiren (pp., v-vi). I-le does jncludc, ho,vcver, the entire 
ship\vreck acc_ouritt one of the episodes in Don Juan th-at ,vas often 
attack c d for ,v hat it i n1 plied a bo n t h nn1-a n nature. The editor h cl icv cs 
that his 111cthod is correct because 1"'had it pleased heaven to prolong his 

::: These Jines have be-en 11disco\Teredi 1 sc\·er~l tin1cs but are not Byron's; they ,vcre 
cnpjed hy som.conc othc.:-c than Ilyron from Sir "\V-akcr Scores The 1Honastery ( 1820). 
sec A7 rl,-.. Q l SC r. Iv·., Dec. I 31 I 8 5 L, 4 7:H I S~L \Ti J•n. I 7, I 8 5 l' 66; 5 SC r. X1' Feb. 2 2 "II 
[ 879~ 14 7; 5 scr. XI., f\-l~r. 1, t 879'/ l 75; 5 scr, XI'I i\1ar. 19t 1 S79t 25 3. 

There is a copy of the first edition (Prof ace before revis.ion) in tho ''-'idener Li-
br~ry, I-latvard UnhTersity, and a copy of the second edition (Preface revised and 
illcntii;rtl to that in 1 'Re1narks'') in the Brfrish i\•1 use nm. C,av{thorn, it ,dll be re1nern-
bcrcd, ,vas the publisher of English Uards "nd Scotch Revieriuc1·s ( 1809); he continued 
to reprint E11glisb Bards e·ven -after Byron tried to suppress the poe1n. 

I 

I 
I 
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fByron'.s] life for the purposes of freedom 11nd hunlanity, his noble 
11atnrc ,vould, in his cooler n101nents, have unsparingly effaced every 
express1 on c a1 cul ate d to , v o u nd th c f ccli ngs of ind i vi d 11 a 1 s, or to , v ea 1 \ en 
the soJid interests of virtue'J (p. viii). The cd1tor then closes h1s rc-
n1arks ,vith praise for Byron's ''heroic self-devotion'' in ~acriftcino-his 

• 0 

lif c in Greece .. 
~rhe pa.rt entitled ''llen1arks on Cai11'' docs not appear in either edi-

tion of 1.,,be Ren11ties of Don Juan! but apparently ''Ren1arks'' ,v:;ts to 
be added to another edition of that ,vork.. Bclo,v the title is a ref ere nee 
in parentheses to "Page 2 i 2, line Io." ln jf'be Beauties of Don Juan on 
p~ 2 2 2 is a pnssagc entitled, c'Thc Author Asserts His Sovereignty An1id 
Poets"; this consists of 14 lines quoted f ron1 stanzas 5 5 to 5 6 of Dou 
Juan~ Canto XI. Linc 10 of this quotation is u \\rcll kno\vn allusion to 
Cain: "But Juan ,vas 1ny !Vlosco\v, and Falicro/l\1y IJeipsic, and 1ny 
~1ount Saint Jean scc111s Cain.', Tl111s the date of ,cRemarks'' n1nst be 
ut least 1828. ''lhy the Pref ace, ~cRcn1arks/1 and the other n1aterials 
"'ere bound together in this fashion can only be u matter for specula-
tion., but the ,Tolu1ne., in its present forrn, ,vould appear in any case to 
be unique. _ 

"Ren1arks, n ,vhich is f avorablc to Byron, begins ,virh rt quotation 
fro111 Cain: '~I-le bangs his guilty· head!/ And covers his f crocious eye/ 
.1\7ith hands incarnadine!'"' (III~ 397-399.) The cditor)s purpose is 
tnadc clear ''"'"ith his opening sentences. 

1~hcrc arc those ·w·ho .find in Cain on}y a tissue of irnpiccy. The Editor 5ees in it 
2. sub]hne moral Je~~on~ founded on the truths transmitted to us in scripture. Let 
us examine it caln1ly~ and approach it "'ith that freedoin fro1n prejudice., "~hich 
·js, in fact, the beginning of ,visdo1n. (p. [ x]) 

He makes a fc,v gener~l remarks about desire· for kno\v]cdge and ho,v 
such a desire can lead to discontent ,vhen n1an seeks kno,vlcdge outside 
his li111its. Thus., 
the n1oral \vhich Caiu conveys isl the ncccssjty of bounding our pretensions to 
the scope of our fi 11 it e fa cu 1 ti es. It tc Us us to adore the G rca t Crea tor in His 
,vorksj to rest ,'iatisfied ,vith the subordinate part allotted to us in His sy~terrlj 
to be assured that every thing He has ordcrc d, is for the b c.st; and to repose 
ourselves "Tjth hun1blc confidence in I-Iis gondncss and 1-Iis po,ver. It teaches us-
to adore ,vhat ,vc do under.stand, to reverence ,vhat ,ve do not, and to put th~t 
entire faith in the Author of the Universe!!" \vhich is ncccss-:1ry to reconcile our 
finite vic\vs ,vith the great obj ccts of 11ui-verral benevolence and lcno"·ledge+ 
(p.2) 
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Con ce.rnin g the char~ c ter of Cain~ the cdi tor sa y·s: 
The cha ratter of Caj n is perfectly in nature. -1 t presents the picture of an 111-
rcgu la tcd and d:iringly-enquiring n1jnd (for an enquiries that lead us to doubt 
the ·lvJsdo111 and the goodness of the Dettyt are ill-regulated and unh811o,ved) 
and 5hc,vs the conscgucncc.s th~t n1ust ine,•k~bly spring froin d,ve]Iing perpet-
ually, ,vith =.i disc~scd and 1norbid contemphition~ on the Hb· of life ,vhhout ever 
~ee1dng solace 1n its enjoyments, (pp. 2-3) 

Cain is a1so sick at heart; his failure to go beyond his human po,vers 
changed him fro1n a doubter to a defier of God4 Yet v{ith all his faults 
Cain hns "'exce]lenciesn in his nature~ v)1e sympathize ,vith the grandeur 
of his thirst for kno,vledge, even though ,vc kno,v it is ,vrong4 I-Iis love 
for Adah is adn1irab1e, as is his genuine rc111orsc over the body of Abel 
"slain, be it remcn1hered, in the very gust and ,vhirl,vind of his passion, 
and an1id the invaded tu1nult of his subjugated and sorely tempted 
sour' (p. 5) 4 

0 ther adn1irable qua]itics of the drama arc Adah's love for Cain, 
even -a. f ter the m urdcr. ''This j s th c truest pa th etic, en nob led by th c 
high est sub] i111 c, for it is the sub lime of v{on1 an' s tend ern css and virtue.:,~ 
0th er qualities arc listed: 
0 bscr,1e th c si1n plc pi c ty of Ad am; the pastoral purity of Ab el; the m if d c1 nd 
s~ar-Jikc innocence of Ad ah i the rcsi gna tjon of Ji~ve; ( ,ve spcn k of her fi n;t 
appeanince in the drama, and before her avi:ful rna]json is pronounced upon her 
unh:ippy offspring.) Listen to the prayer of thanks-ghrjng., \\rhich rises up to 
the Creator in tbe morning, and to the c,1cning hyinn, ,vhich ascends to 
Heavenis gate, ere it be night. J\1ark the content and peace \Vhich spring up in 
the hun1 an her. rt f ron1 ·111c exercise of th e.se du tics; and., above al I I from the 
pcrf cc t re] j ance they :incu I ca te j n the ,v j and good ne.ss of the Crea tor. 
(pp. 6-7) 

This is contrasted to Cain, ·,vhosc ''pride and self-,vill l1avc taken pos-
session of his heart." 1 ... he transition from his aroused feelings against 
Gou to the commission of the crime is short and ,varns us that "rever-
ence for the Dcity"'1 is the ('foundation of all moral restraint." 

The editor discusses L,ucifer's argu1nents; they me the same as occur 
to every man \vho thinks"! ''1111/ess sucb tboughts be regulated by f aitb 
in God's 1nerc')r,, aud tr 1J11111b}e depeude11ce on bis poiver" (p .. 8). 

For the rcsti Lord Tiyron is no n1ore res:ponsib]c for the argon1cnts of Lucifer., 
than i\,fHton j5 for the rebellion of Sat::in. He only appears so, because the argu-
ments of Ll.1cifcr~ ahstractediy considered., arc unn1Hrr.1Jernble-i and can only be 
met by that perfect sense of our o,vn ignonu1cci-and that enthe ~nd unqu::1:lified 
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faith in the ,visdom and mercy of the Deity, ,vhich sublimes the very frailties of 
our naturci and Jifts us on the ,vjngs of Infinity and Onlnip~tence, beyond the 
reach of evH and the grav·e! (p. 9) 

~l'he editor closes his .ren1arks stating that he belie,Tes he has read Byron 
as the poet ,vishcd to be read and says., 
The Edi tor ,You1 d f c cl too happy 1 if th ere ,vere a sing le H ne in the ab OYe ob-
5 cr,Ta ti ons calculated to convey a ne,v impression to the 111inds of tho.,;;c ,vho 
J1allC been rnost liberal in their conden1nation of this dran1a: and., above alt if he 
should a,vaken-:i in the future perusers of Lord Byron's serious ,vorks, a disposi-
tion to look h el ow the surf :ice, ,v hen they meet ·with thin gs bey 011 d the con-
tcn1pla ti on of their o,vn p hil osop hy. ( p. 1 o) 

The v.olu1ne previously identified-as c:'Remarks on Cain"'' is t~cn not 
\vhat it first :appeared to b~ .. In its present forn1 the voltttne n1ust he 
unique., containing as it does the dedication and preface to TJ.1e Beauties 
of Don Jua11, as "~ell as the part entitled "Rcn1arks on Cnin') and the 
other pocn1s and comtncnts,. most likely intended as additions to a third 
edition of Tbe Beauties of Don Juan~ "fhe ''Recnarks'' and the preface 
to the selections of Don ]11an arc., ho,vever., interesting examples of one 
of the tendencies in Byron co1n111cntary and criticisrn~ the 9.ttempt to 
rationalize Byron's ,vork and intentions us not s_o obscene; bl~spl1e1nous, 
or har 1n f ul as l 1 ad be en considered and further to d cn1 onstrate th c 
positive qualities of.those ,vorksi such ~s Don Juan and Cain., that had 
b cen n1ost ob jcctcd to~ Although this kind of defense ,vas occasionally· 
-attcm ptcd , ,7 hil e Byron ,v~ s sti 11 alive., 1n ost no ta bl y perhaps in A Lett er 
to Sir Tf1 alter Scott~ Bart.~ in Anrwer to tbe Re1nonstra11ce of Oxonien-
sis 011 t1Je Publicatiou of Cai11, A A1ystery; by Lord Byron ( I 82 2)., such 
a .defense ,vas 1nore 1ikcly to -appear after his death ,vhen he ,vas, in 
effect,. a far less .serious threat to n1orality and religion .. 
University of \~1ashjngton · 


