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Byroniana: *“Remarks on Cain’” Identified

Robert Mortenson

amMUEL C. Cuew’s Byron in England: His Fanie and After-
Fanie (I.ondon, 1924) describes many interesting and curious
items of Byroniana, publications of various kinds that resulted
from Byron’s popularity, and controversics about several of his
works. Except for Don Juan, Cain aroused the most intensc reaction;
considered blasplicmous, the play was attacked in reviews, pamphlets,
sermons, and cven in verse. One item that has been discovered since the
publication of Chew's book is a curious little work, referrcd to as
“Remarks on Cain”” This work has not been described adequatcly,
nor has it been properly identified. The bookseller Elkin Mathcws dis-
covered “Remarks” and advertised it in his catalogue, Byron & Byron-
i iana, in 1930, He described it as a second edition, not published, and
on the basis of the watermark assigned it the date —c. 1826.) The

book is now at the Houghton Library of Harvard Universiry.
The volume is indeed a strange one. There is no title-page; therc is
a dedication: TO THE SISTER/ ‘WHOM HE LOVED,”/THIS LITTLE VOLUME
1S/INSCRIBED/WITH PROFOUND RESPECT,/BY AN ADMIRER OF/LORD
BYRON. The verso of the dedication page has a quotation from The
Prophecy of Dante (III, 112—118). Another quotation from this poem
(II1, 68—y2) is printed abovce the titlc “PREFACE/TO THE SECOND EDI-
tioN.” This Preface begins on p. [i] and continues to p. ix. At the top
of p. [i] are the words “Not published” written in ink. Yollowing
these pages and one blank page is @ page entided “REMARKS 0N cAIN.”
These remarks begin on p. [1] and end on p. 170, Following this on
pp. 10-12 Is a comment and quotations from AManfred (I, 268273,
208—308; II, 527-528, 428-430), which provide the “moral of Cam.”
On the next page ([1]) is Byron’s poecm “On This Day I Complete
My Thirty-sixth Year” under the title “rre »oET’s bIRGE.” The poem
is followed by a comment that cnds on p. 4. The next p. [ 1] has “rLiNes
FOUND IN A BLANK J.EAF OF LORD BYRON'S BIBLE  with a comment that

*“Remarks"” is listed in CBEL as privately printed, c. 1825,
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ends on p. 2.* There is a blank page on the verso of which is a quota-
ton from Childe Harold (IV, st. 186). All of these leaves (16) arc
bound up with ¢ blank leaves to form the strange conglomeration that
has been known as “Remarks on Cain.”

[ have discovered that the “Preface to the Sccond Edition” is actually
the preface to a work in two valumes, The Beauties of Don Juan:
Including Those Passages Only Which Are Calculated to Extend the
Real Fanie of Lord Byron (London: James Cawthorn, 182 8).> The
Dedication to this book is also exactly the same as that of “Remarkes on
Cain,” referred 10 above. The book consists of a great many passagcs
sclected from Don Jugn, notes, and an index. |

As the Preface explains, the purpose of the hook is to present to the
reader who would otherwisc avoid Don Juan the “more exquisite pas-
sages” In “one of the most beautiful poems in the Fnglish language.”
The cditor laments the “extravaganc admixture of the burlesque with
the pathetic” in Do Juan and explains his selections:

If much of the wit and humour of Lord Byron’s powers, and of the astonishing
insight he possessed into the decpest and most dangerous recesses of the human
heart, have been sacrificed, all the serious and contemplative parts of his poemn
have been retained, together with a considerable portion of its playfulness and

variety. (p. ii)

Although the cditor, in a passage added to the revised preface, is quick
to admit that much of life is a combination of opposites — “there is a
revelyy in our despair” — he has attempted to protect the reader from
“the pain of this cruel and unjust reaction.” “For this purposc all the ,
most beautiful and simply pathctic passages have been divested of every i
thing calculated to diminish their interest or abatc the legitimate sensa- |
tions they inspire” (pp. v—vi). He does include, however, the entire
shipwreck account, onc of the episodes in Den Juon that was often
attacked {or what it implied about human nature. The editor belicves
that his method js correct because “had it pleased heaven to prolong his

* These lines have been "discovered™ several times but are not Byron's; they were
copied by someonc other than Byran from Sie Walter Scott’s The Monastery (1820).
Sec N & Q, 1 ser. IV, Dec. 13, 1851, 4733 1 ser. V, Jan. 17, 1852, 66; 5 scr. X1, Feb. 22,
t879. 147; 5 ser. X1, Mar. 1, 1879, 1753 5 ser. X1, Mar. 29, 1870, 253,

*There is a copy of the firse edition (Preface before revision) in the Widener Li-
brary, Harvard University, and a copy of the second edition (Preface revised and
ideatical to that in “Remarks”) in the British Museum. Cawthorn, it will be remem-
bered, was the publisher of English Bards and Scotch Reviewers (18ag); he continued
to reprint English Bards even after Byron tried to suppress the poem,
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[Byron’s] life for the purposcs of freedom and humanity, his noble
nature would, in his cooler moments, have unsparingly cftaced every
expression calculated to wound the feelings of individuals, or to wealen
the solid interests of virtue” (p. viii). The cditor then closes his re-
marks with praise for Byron’s “heroic self-devotion” in sacrificing his
lifc in Gereece,

"The part entitled “Remarks on Cain” docs not appear in cither edi-
tion of The Beanties of Down Juan, but apparently “Remarks” was to
be added to another edition of that worlk. Below the title is a reference
in parentheses to “Page 222, line 10.”” In FThe Beauties of Down Juan on
p. 222 is a passage entitled, “The Author Asserts His Sovereignty Amid
Poets”; this consists of 14 lines quoted from stanzas 55 to 56 of Don
Juan, Canto X1, Line 10 of this quotation is a well known allusion to
Caisz: “But Juan was my Moscow, and Falicro/My Leipsic, and my
Mount Saint Jean seems Cain.” Thus the date of “Remarks” must be
at lcast 1828, Why the Preface, “Remarks,” and the other materials
: were bound together in this fashion can only be a matter for specula-
| tion, but the volume, in its present form, would appear in any case to
' be unique. _

“Remarks,” which is favorable to Byron, begins with a quotation
from Cain: “Ide hangs his guilty head,/And covers his feracious eye/
With hands incarnadine!” (III, 397—399.) The editor’s purpose is
made clear with his opcning sentenccs.

There arc those whe find in Cainz only a tissue of impiecy. The Editor sees in it
a sublime moral lesson, founded on the traths transmicted to us in seripture. Lot
us examine it calmly, and approach it with that freedom from prejudice, which
is, in fact, the beginning of wisdom. (p. [1])

He makes a fow general remarks about desire for knowledge and how

such a desire can lead to discontent when man sccks knowledge outside
his limits. Thus,

the moral which Caiz conveys is, the necessity of bounding our pretensions to
the scopc of our finite faculties, It tells us to adore the Great Creator in His
works; to rest satisfied with the subordinate part allotted to us in His systemy;
to be assured that every thing He has ordered, is for the best; and to reposc
ourselves with humble confidence in His goadness and His power. It teaches us
to adore what we do understand, to reverence what we do 70, and to put that
entire faith in the Author of the Universe, which is necessary to reconcile our
finite vicws with the great objcets of siversal benevolence and knowledge.

{p-2)
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Concerning the character of Cain, the cditor says:

The character of Cain is perfectly in nature. — It presents the picture of an ill-
regulated and daringly enquiring mind (for all cnquiries that lead us to doubt
the wisdom and the goodness of the Deity, are ill-regulated and unhallowed)
and shews the consequences that miust inevitably spring {rom dwelling perpet-
ually, with a discased and morbid contemplation, on the ills of life without ever
seeking selace in its enjoyments, {pp. 2-3)

Cain is also sick at hearc; his failure to go beyond his human powers
changed him from a deubrer to a defier of (God. Yet with all his faults
Cain has “excellencies” in his nature. We sympathize with the grandcur
of his thirst for knowledge, even though we know 1t is wrong. His love
for Adah is admirable, as is his genuine remorsc over the body of Abel
“slain, be it remembered, in the very gust and whirlwind of his passion,
and amid the invaded tumult of his subjugated and sorely tempted
soul” (p. 5).

Other admirable qualitics of the drama arc Adah’s love for Cain,
even after the murder. “This is the truest pathetic, ennobled by the
highest sublime, for it is the sublime of woman’s tenderness and virtue.”
Other qualities arc listed: |
Observe the simple picty of Adam; the pastoral purity of Abel; the mild and
star-likc innocence of Adah; the resignation of Eve; (we speak of her first
appearance in the drama, and before her awful malison is pronounced upon her
unhappy offspring.) Listen to the prayer of thanksgiving, which riscs up to
the Creator in the morning, and to the evening hymmn, which ascends to
Heaven's gate, erc it be night, Mark thc content and peace which spring up in

the human heart from the exercise of these dutics; and, above all, from the
perfect reliance they inculcate in the wisdom and goodness of the Creator.

(pp- 6-7)

This is contrasted to Cain, whose “pride and self-will have taken pos-
session of his heart.” The transition from his aroused feelings against
God to the commission of the crime is short and watrns us that “rever-
ence {or the Deity” is the “foundation of all moral restraine.”

The cditor discusses Lucifer’s arguments; they arc the samc as occur
to every man who thinks, “unless such thoughts be regulated by faith
in God's mercy, and a bumble dependesnice on bis power” (p. 8).

For the rest, Lord Byron is no more responsible for the arguments of Lucifer,
than Milton is for the rebellion of Satan. He only appears so, because the argu-
ments of Lucifer, abstractedly considered, are #nanswerable, and can only be
met by that perfect sense of our own ignorance, and that entire and vnqualified
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faith in the wisdem and mercy of the Deity, which sublimes the very frailtics of
our nature, and lifts us on the wings of Infinity and Omnipotence, beyond the
reach of evil and the grave! (p. ¢)

The editor closes his remarks stating that he believes he has read Byron
as the poet wished to be read and says,

The Editor would feel too happy, if there were a single line in the above ob-

servations calculated to convey a new impression to the minds of those who

have been most liberal jo their condemnation of this drama: and, above all, if he

should awaken, in the future perusers of Lord Byron's serious works, a disposi-

tion to look beloaw the surface, when they meet with things beyond the con-
! templation of their own philosophy. (p. i0)

‘The volume previously identified as “Remarks on Caiz” is then not
what it first appeared to be. In its present form the volume must be
unique, containing as it does the dedication and preface to The Beauties
of Don Juan, as well as the part entitled “Remarks on Coin” and the
other pocms and comments, most likely intended as additions to a third
edition of The Bequties of Don Juan. The “Remarks” and the preface
to the sclections of Don Juan arc, however, interesting examples of one
of the tendencies in Byron commentary and criticism, the attempt to
rationalize Byron's work and intentions as not so obscene, blasphemons,
or harmful as had been considered and further to demeonsirate the
positive qualities of thosc works, such as Don Juan and Cafn, that had
been most objccted to. Although this kind of defense was occasionally
attempted while Byron was still alive, most notably perhapsin A Letzer
to Sir Walter Scott, Bart., in Answer to the Remonstrance of Oxonien-
sis on the Publication of Cain, A Mystery, by Lord Byron (1822), such
a defense was more likely to appear after his death when he was, in
effect, a far less scrious threat to morality and religion.

I University of Washington -

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XVI, Number 3 (July
1968)



