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The Theriobulia of Jan Dubravius 
Cora E. Lutz 

N 18 3 1 the Gern1an scholar K. A. Veith ,vrote an article entitled 
'"'U cber cin vtrgessenes ,,, erk des G cschich ts chrcibcrs J ohanncs 
Dubravius," 1 in ,v hich he sun1n1arized the contents of a long 

---..poen1, the Tberiobulin, by the Bohcn1ian scholar, diplo1nat, and 
bjshop, Jan Dubravius. At that time the pocn1 ,vas so nearly f orgottcn 
that Vejtl1 could £nd 110 copy of any edition but had to use the text 
re pri n tcd in J. I-"I. Alstc dis C on1 pen di u1n I e xi ci t ;b ilos op hi ci (Herb orn j 

I 626) .. Dy great good fortune, ho\Yevcr, 2 copy of the oiiginal edition 
still exists. Of all the bibliographers only Panzer refers to it ~s being 
in the librar) 7 of the Royal Societ)i in London.~ Since that time this 
copy.. has b ccn ac9u ired by Ilarvard U nivcrsity· the gift of Philip 
Hofer in, 941 and is no,v in the Houghton J jbrary~"' Ir ,vas published 
by· Frederick Peypus in N urein berg on r 2 lVlarch 1 5 z o. The citl e page 
of this s1nal l vol umc of thirty-ci g ht unn u 111 b crcd folios, bound .in 
vellu1n, is adorned ,virh a charn1ing '"'.'"oodcut border a.tt.ributed to Hans 
Sprjngin klec [Plate I]~ Surrounding the title, the lion-king of Bohernia, 
enthroned ,vith diaden1 and scepter, facing the cro,vned eagle of 
l\1oravia, js depicted ,vith varjous birds and ~nin1als. An ''L'' cro,vned 
\virhin a shie]d js centered above the title, and be1o,v-it., outlined in a 
,vreath, is a coat of ar1ns consisting of an oak branch frorn \vhich spring· 
three acorns. The tit 1 c rca ds: Th cri obu] ia Joa nni s )Ju bra vii I uri sco n-
su l ti ct Eqllitis a.urati de Regiis praeceptis. Another edition of the 
pocn1 edited bJT Johannes Antoninus in qrnco\v in r 5 21 for the press 
of Floryan U nglcr and one printed ju Drcslau ju I 6, 4 are recorded/ 
hut I hnvc been 11nable to locate n copy· of either edition. 

Dubravius ,vrote his poen1 on the joyful occa~ion of the accession 
of the young l..ouis II to the throne of B.ohcmia and Pannonia in a 

Oe.sterreic/:Jist/Jcs Artbiv f iir Gesc/Jicbu>, Erd bescbreibu11g 1 Stc1atenkunde., Kunst 
und Liter,1tur, I ( 183 I), i94-i961 3oz.-304., 316~ 

2 ,,. ol. lX! p. 5'47~ no. 155b. 
Typ ;; 10.20.340. 

Sec c.iLife and ,:vritings of ]JtJbrin~ius, Bishop uf Olmu'tz { 1542-155 3 )t by 
Albert H. \Vr~tisLnv, in Transactions of tbe RoJ·al I-listorical So~=iety, IX, .series I 
(188[). 148, 
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1..,be Therjobulia of Jan JJ11bra-vius 37 
ccrcn1ony at Prague in I 5 17~li In a prose dedication) addressing Luui~ 
as invictissi?ne and cl e1uentissi111e1 the poet bids the ne\V king stri,Tc to 
equal the singular devotion to dut) 7 of his gr2ndf ather Casi1nir, the in-
con1parable integrity of his father ,rJadislaus, and the remarkable justice 
of his uncle Sigisn1und~ king of Poland. l~c hopes that Louis ,vill 
nccept his gift hnppily1 read it ,vith pleasure, and ,vish gladly to in1itate 
those parts \Vhich he ad1nircs. There is no indication that this ,vas nlore 
than a private pocn1,. and jr \vould prcsun1ab]y have rcn1aincd so if 
Dubravius' cousin., Leonard Dubravius, had not seen it nnd begged to 
cop)r it. The good bishop granted this pern1ission on condition that he 
keep it for his o,vn use. Although Leonard usually respected his 
cousin's ,vishcs 1 in this instance he felt constrained to allo"'" others to 
cnj oy it; conscqucnt]y he ·lvrotc a dedication to Peter I(raff t, bishop 
of Ratisboni and had it published in Nurernberg in 15 20. 6 

The title of the l"atin pocn1 Tberiob11lia carries the double 1neaning 
of Hcouncil of animals'" ::ind the ' 1counsel of the ani1na1s.'' r It is ,vritten 
jn a v~riety of Greek meters thnt hud been n1adc fan1iligr by Horace in 
his Odes. It is 1111 unusua1 fable \Yritten expressly for the young king 
at the beginning of his reign. It opens ,virh nn invitation front the ne,v 
king-lion to all the birds and ani1nals to attend a ineeting. Puzzled as 
to the reason for the assembly., since the kingdon1 is at peace and there 
seem to be no threats fron1 foreign or domestic foes, the creatures arrive 
at the palncc. Imn1edi~tcly, ,vith simple dignit:,T1 the ]ion addresses 
thern as faithful follo\vers and thanks them for coming~ Speaking ,,;:rith 
regret of the death of his father, re1ninding the1n of his o,vn youth and 
inexperience, and stating his convjction that king]y po,vcr depends 
n1orc upon virtue than on r0) 7al blood, he asks then1 to ~dvisc hin1 con-
cerning the kingly virtues for ,vhich he should strive. T,venty-four 
quadrupeds and nvcnt) 7 -four birds ans,vcr the invitation and e2ch gives 
the counsel th~t h~ considers 1nost 

If it js extraordinary by all the conventions of the traditional fable. 
to find the lion~king sincerc1)7 seeking ad~ice on the conduct of his 
personal life and t11e adn1inistration of his don1ain., it i~ consistent ,vith 
the tenor of this \Yholc poem~ Although the anin1nls recognize the 
stereotype set for then1 since the tirne of Aesop, the)r behave in a 

Louis. ( 1506-1516) had already Leen cro, 1:ned Kjng of I·I\1ngary in 1508 and of 
Bo hemic1 in J 5 09+ 

0 The cousin f urni5hcs t1Jis inf onnation in the dcdic1tory epistle. 
,. The ,vord appears to lrnve been coined -by Duhr~Yius from 0'l}ploi· and ffo1•>.'fJ~ 
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rcn1arkably inde p cndcnt p attcrn. For insta nee, on this o rcasion, the 
norn1nlly arrogant lion is humble. He snys, ~'Dcc[use I 11.111 a lion, do 
not think me so endo,ved ,vith brutish fecUngs that I should believe 
my kingdom can be secure by that fact alone/" Again he expresses his 
feeling of kingly· obligation: "It is right for a king to be above aH in 
character as he is in forrunc.'' The ,volf actually cites as. :i general 
estiinate of his character tht fable of the ,Yolf ,vho devoured an in-
nocent la1nb on the pretext that the victi1n ,va.s muddy-ing the drinking 
1vater 1 though the poor crcan1re ,vas dn\l/llstreain from the \volf. I-le 
cautions the lion ag~inst behaving in a ,volfish n1anncr, extorting and 
plundering. "ft is better to have a poor kingdom than a rich one that 
has been f orn1cd from evil gains.'' The fox does not sho"r such a com-
plete reversnl of character., but she does give straightfor\vard advice. 
Her ,va rnin g is against u nrclfrt b 1 e -a dn1 inistra tors , v ho \vi 11 look to th e1 r 
o,Y n interests and a gain st pa rasi tcs , Y ho a re s er u pan enriching th en1-
sel ves at the expense of the comn1on good. 1"'hc lion-king ,vould do 
;,vell to look after his affairs hitnself. 

During the cours~ of the n1eetingt as each creature e111phasizcs the 
characteristics that he thinks appropriate and requisite for a good king~ 
there emerges a clear in1age of the kind of n1onarch th~y ,vould ]ike~ 
First of all~ he must be a Christian. king·, a-sincere ivorshipper of Christ 
and f~ithful fo1lo\ver of his precepts. Consistent ,vjth the Chri~ti:tn 
tradition, h c sh ou 1 d exhibit th c q unli tj es of truth fu In css, j us ticc, cl e n1,.. 

ency, courage;i COllSW.TIC) 7 , sobriety, and patience. The king n1ust 

ah,vays be honorgblc; in ,vord nnd deed he must sho,v himself ((hu-
n1anusn ~nd m~gnanimous. As an adrninistrator the king shuuJd t~ke 
c~re to surround himself ,vith honorable and ,vise counsellors. I--fis 
con rt sh ou 1 d b r: ~p lend id and n1a g ni fi ccn t, affording generous hos-
pi tn 1 i ty and noble cntcrt11.inn1ent particular]y to representatives of other 
states. B)T vigilance and preparedness he should keep his country· strong 
against external en en1ics and f rec f ro1n internal 1 a, v J c.ssn css and crinl c .. 
His goal .should ahvays be peace. 

These abstn1ct qualificadons for the ideal rnler repre~ent the sum 
totnl of the positive injunctions of t11e varjous creatures, hut the jn-
dividual a<lrnonitions ~re expressed in specific terms, often in a colorf11l 
style. So~ for cx~mplc, the leopard hegin.s his advice on the need for 
learning hy decl:.1ring1 on the guthority .. of [-Jomcr, that C'9.l1iopc1 the 
chief of the J\-iuscs~ is the compc=1nion of kings, and ren1inds the lion 
that Pinto nsks that kings be educated und love those ,vI10 arc learnedr I I 
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Tbe Theriobulia of Jan l)ubrn:vius 39 
Bidding the king to discover his o,vn nature, the fh1n1ingo urges him 
never to ,Tio]ate his natural intcgJity. The ox~ disclaiming talent and 
,vjsdo1n~ .suggests the hon1ely -advice that the king ,valk ,, .. ith slo\v rrnd 
deliberate step, yet nhvays in a fir1n and un\vnvcring course. 1·he 
n1onkey advocates a touch of hun1or to Jcaven the usnal gravity-of the 
monarch, but al,vays in good taste and consistent \Vith the dignity and 
n1ajesty of the position. The donkey~ out of his long experience of 
burden .. bearing~ urges the J{ing to endure the great burdens of state 
,,{ith fortitude and equanin1jty .. \i\Tith pl1rascs ren1inisccnt of Tibullus, 
the deer cnun1eratcs and extols the blessings of peace, reconunending 
the constant pursuit of harn1ony and concord. To reinforce the senti-
ments of the deer., the eagle rcrninds the lion that of the nvo V/ays of 
settling di ff crcn ces bct\vCcn p e op 1 es, that is, , var and la, v f u l ar bi tra ti on, 
violence is the ,vay of beasts, ,vhilc a peaceful resolution of conflicting 
interests is n1orc appropriate for n1cn. '~'ith greater a.cu111cn than he is 
generally credited ,v-ith, the can1el renlinds the lion of t,vo precepts of 
Plato: to bend all of his efforts to the co1nn1on good nnd to think of 
the state ns 2.n organic ,vholc~ never to enter to one pnrt to the neglect 
of another~ llccon1mending compassion for the poor, the f~lcon re-
minds the Hon that he should al\vays consider himself the· father of his 
people. 

Not every an i 111 al is suffici end y tactful to phras c his :1 d vice in th c 
forn1 of constructive suggestions~ many, indeed, choose to concentrate 
upon qualities and situations to be avoided. Curiously enough, often 
the n1 ost ti 1n orous 1ni 1 d crca tu res n re most v ch c111 cnt in their ad1n on i-
ti o ns. Tl 1 e d ave, for exa n1 pl c i in strong tern1s) ,varn s against giving 
,vay to anger. Rage, one step removed from frenzy-, unable to control 
itself~ forgetful of honor, foe to reason, js bound to result in ruin. A 
hundred tongues, a hundred throats~ and a voice of iron could not 
describe the n1yriad evils resultant fro1n nnger in n king. After en-
dorsing th c strictures of th c dove, the la n1 b ,varns against in tc1n pera tc 
speech, condc111ning p~rticularly several proverbial sayings associated 
,vith tyrants, st1ch as the one made famous by Euripides' Hippolyros, 
""Though l 11ave s\vorn ,vith my· tongue, yet n1y 111ind never conunittcd 
itselL'J In ljnc ,vith these t\vo ·is the injunction of the ibis that the king 
should refrain frorn sayi11g anything of ,,rhich he n1ight later be 
ashgn1ed. Further, Caesar,s ·house 1nust be { ree even of the snspicion 
of , vron g. ivi any of th c crca tll res V/:l r n against pc.rs on al failings, such 
ns scnstu1.lit~r, love of luxury·, arrogance, pride, indolence, deceitfulness, 
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perfidy, avarice~ sloth., drunkenness, and licentiousness.. Only a fev/ 
point out pitfalls to be avoided in governing the state. Do not, they· 
,varn, <len1oraJjze the soldiers by distributing ]argcss; do not allolv rhc. 
st-ate to he divided hy heretical groups Jest it perjsh; du not _ pJun<ler and 
destroy· the cncnl) 7 1 once he h-as been conquercdi do 11ot be influenced 
by cv il advisers. 

The anin1als and birds to a large extent flhandon the fiction of the 
1 ion-king and s p ca k in h u n1an tcr ins. Ex3 n1 p 1 cs to i] 1 ustra tc so1nc 
qllality ,vhich they ,vjsh to cnJphctsize arc often taken f ron, Greek 
literature or Greek and Ron1a11 history r The goose~ for exan1ple, points 
out that the idea.I for a lung nnd his people is best de111011stratcd in the 
picture that I-Ion1cr paints of the highly cultured king Alcinous and 
his civilh:cd people., the Phaeaceans.. Plato is reconunended for his 
discussion of the role of the king ,vitl1 respect to ensurjng the highest 
,ve1fare of the people. As niodels to cn1ulate) one or another of the 
creatures nan1es the l{on1an heroes: Crrto 1 Brutust Camillus, Aen1ilius 
Paulust and Horatius Coclest for their dev·otion to duty· and their 
constancy and endurance. Again, as \VOrth)T exan1plcs, they cite Scipio 
for his n1cn1 orab le insj stcncc up on th c sa ere d rights of 1 cgatcs, All gusrus 
for his urbatiiry and culture, and 1'"rajant Hadrian~ and Ale..1iander 
Severus for thejr 1nagni f1cence ::ind splendor in court life and in in1pcrjal 
buildings. l\1any n1orc of the nncicnts serve as e·xponcnts of behavior 
to be avoided. An1ong thcn1, ..a:\gamcn1no1i is held up as an cxan1pie of 
failure in leadership through indecision; Tarqninius Snperbus and 
Sulla de1nonstrnte the folly of cruelty· und ~rrogancc; A1ex~ndcr the 
Great ex ctn pli fies in ten1 pcr11.nc c in cv ery f orIJl; th c R urn an em pcrurs 
Caligula, Nero, and Commodus exhibjt depraved conduct not only· 
u n l 1{orth )r of a rn on arch but ni ost ruinous to a state .. 

Several of the forn1er rulers of Bohcn1ia are cited to illustrate the 
anjn1als' idcasr 'Charles I\l, king of Bohemia fron1 I 346 to I 378, ,vho 
111ade Prague a beautiful city resplendent ,vith nob1e public buildings 
and m::tj~sric churche·~ ::ind f oundcd the great university, is rec~llcd as 
an illnstriou~ cxa1nple of the creator of a magnificent capitol and a 
splendid court. On the otl1er hand, the brilliant pro1nise of Charles's 
son, \ 1/"enceslaus I\T of Gcr1nany ·~nd king of Bohe1nia fron1 1378 to 
l 419, a promise that failed to materialize h'ecause of vacillation and 
lack ·of adcqu-a.te leadership, is an illustration of the disastrous results 
of inten1perancc.. ,\Tenceslaus" ha1f-hrother, Sigjsmund of Po1and~ 
,vho1n ,~ 7cnceslaus placed upon the throne of I-Iungary' and ,vho sue-

I 

I 
I 
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PLATE I 
T11·1,E PAGE 
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Nimiot:b pluris faciat-id quod pt,"ribus 
Prode(fe fcit,4uam pautiorum grariam. 
Vt inter immcnr OS honorcs.,magnaqJ 
Obf cquia:. fe Regcm q uidcm,atq, hom:nc f ciar. 
Si quiserit~ad Dci cultu qui confcrat 
Late cxplicandum Rcgiam potcntiam. 
Si quis mctuat cundem,ac di1igat dcum 
Illudcg rcgnum pra:feratrcgno fuo 
Conforre quad carct,carctq1iniuria .. 
Si quis auidam nocen di non mc~ttm geratr; 
Non puniat rcos priuaro commodo • 
. Si mitis ignofcat peccanri pcrperam 
Eam q1 Veniam non conc~d~r-crimini 
Sed virt in alias vertend~morcs probos. 
Si I axior quanto poteflas conci gic 
V cneris~ vo] unras ran to fit rcll:ridior. 
.Si quis erit .. i~ quifciartcinpus dare 
Mentiquictcm,corpori decens fuum 
Supplcxc:r: lachrymanfcp,plcna fordium 
Paratus cxpiare (it piacul a. 
H unc Chriflianum Regcm vere dicimus. 
. -

Hie finisfandtfolio tum Rex Leo eburnco 
Surgit,quadrupcdcs mediU quEad liminadu'Ut. 

·p ini!.'. 

Imprcff um Nurnbcrga;: per Pccdericii 
Pey pus Anno rarurifcri par,us. M.D. 
XX.Dicvero duodccia Mcus Martiie 

PL.:l..Tl:: Il 
COJ DPJiCl:"! 
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ceedcd hin1 as king of Bohe1nia (1436-143 7 ), js lauded beca:usc he 
n1ade his pa]acc a sho\vplacc of elegance and provided lavish hos~ 
pita]iryr suitable to his position. A.lthough he ,vas king .of Rohen1ia for 
only r,vo ~years ( 1469-1471 ), the bri11iant A1atthias Corvinus of 
Hungary is thrice cited not solely for his ,vcalth, culture, a.nd glittering 
court, but n1orc for his hurnilitv and con~ern for even the least of l1is 

~· 

subjects. l\1atthjas, ,vho has the reputation of being one of the greatest 
n1011archs ,vho ever rc1gncdl yielded tl1e throne of Bohcn1ia. to \7 Iadis-
la.us ( 147 r-15 r6), the father of young L.ouis, ,vho later succeeded 
hin1 as king of I-Iungary also. The generous entcrt2inn1ent provided 
by \Tj adislaus is noted ,vjrh f avora blc con1rncnr, for ambr1ssadors and 
visiting royc11ty \Vere ahvays 1aden ,vith precious gjfrs and given safe 
con duet through lloh c1nia nd Panno nia in :tccord ,vith tl1 e .sacred 
rights of envoys. Louis hi1nsclf, Ludnvicus II 1 king of I-lungary and 
Bohen1ia ( 15,7-1526) t though only a boy at the tit11c, is praised for 
his bravery in ,-var against the Turks. 

Dubraviusl long poen1 is 1ntcrr11pted at mid~point after t,vcnty-nvo 
of the creatures have spoken. Then thr: lion-king dismisses the 
sen1bly. In see1nly 1nanner the participants retire to the royal palace 
,vhcrc n splendid banquet has been prepared. In n scene rccnlling the 
feast of the gods at the end of the first book of the l lindt the king, his 
nobles, and all the snhject.s sit do,vn before ,vell~laden t:1h]es served hy 
one hundred nnin1als and one hundred bjrds. After dinner the kjng 
drinks a toast to the queen eagle, then a11 drink freely fron1 golden 
gob1cts ,vhile the nightinga]e plays upon the Jyre. Fin~l1)7 1 sleepJ in-
vited by the .s,veet stn1ins of the harp, cotncs and stands at the door. 
The king arises and goes to his chat11~er and gll the guests go to their 
repose. 

The second book opens ,vith a pleasant picture of the da,vning of 
the ne,v da.y as the birds ]cave their nests :tnd the animals come fron1 
their dens in the forest or their 111a..rshy glades. The lion-king again 
convenes the asscntbly and t\vcnty·-six other crcan1res speak tl1eir 
vi c,vs. At th c end, fourteen more bid the hi son serve -::1 s their spokes-
man. Ile responds ,vith eloquent rhetoric in a series of conditional 
clauses in ,vhich he de}ineates the qualificatio11s he considers essential 
in a king, then declaring, t 1Such a 1nan ,vc truly- ca.U a Christian king.n 
1~7ithout f urthcr con1n1ent the king rises from his ivOI').T throne -and the 
anima]s e.s:cort hiln into the p~1acc4 

The antecedents for DuhraviusJ poem ,vcrc, first,, the fables at-
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tribt1ted to Aesop, in all their varying t1daptations fron1 Avianus 
through Guaiterns Anglicus, then the related n1edieval beast epic., 
fr on1 I sc ngr .irnus of l\1 aster Ni sa rd us of Ghent l through uncounted 
versions of llcynard the Fox tales, particularly in the Netherlands., 
Gcr1nany\ and France.. Curiously cnonghl the core of these tales is 
the story of the sick lion nnd the council of -anin1als~ I-lcre one finds 
the chief actors cast in persisting roles: the arrogant lion, the vicious 
\vo]f., and the crafty, heartless fox. The Phy~iologus, too1 and its 
transforn1ation in the various 1ncdicval bcstjarics, furnished kno,vlcdge 
of the .s~une anin1als -and gave inforn1ation on n1~ny more. Although 
l)ubravius knc,v 1nany of these earlier ,vorks) his in1n1ediate and 
spcci fi c source is rev cal c d in his d cd i ca ti on. I-I ere he te11 s Lo nis that~ 
n1ost happily, :it preci:,el y the right n1ornent, he can1c upon an old 
ani111a] fable in the vernacular ,vhich told of a rneeting of ani1nals to 
counsel their nc\v king~ This book'l also ,vritten in poetry, i:s the 
Czech "/\1 ova Rad a of S1nil F]aska of Pardupitz, the secretary of state 
in Bohen1ia fro1n 1396 to 1403 .~ Co1nposcd about I 394 in the reign 
of ,:\7enceslaus 1,1/ it ,vas published several tin1es in the sixteenth 
century nnd recently ( 1940) very char1ning adaptation in 1nodem 
Czech by Frantisck \ 7rba ,vas publish~d in Prnguc. The title N aw 
Counsels indicates that it, tuu, ,vas based upon an older ~ccount. 1G In 
Fl ,gs kn., s Cze cl 1 poen1 1110 st of the birds a.11 d -anin1 '1 ls ~re the sa 1ne on es 
,vho speak in Dubravjus" ,York; thC)7 arc all real crearurest ,vith the 
exception of the griffin and the unicorn ,v ho do not appear in the 
Theriobulia.11 The ass-etnbly takes the form of a parlian1cnt ,,rhere the 
a.nimals debate, taking opposite sides in their advicct ,vhilc the Latin-
speaking anin1als of Dubravius ahvays-present their advice from the 
point of vie" 7 _of loyalty to the king. Flaska's pocn1 is an allegory, full 
of syn1bolisn1 like the bestiaries, quite rne<lieval in flavor~ ren1iniscent 
of Chaucer's, Pt1rlinu1eut of F o-wls., and there is the hu1nor one asso-

!I For a d l scus sion of th is ·wot k, ~ee A 1 ucn H. , V ra tl sl a \V 1 T be 14•.1 ative Lit er ature 
of Bobe1nia in tbe Fourtec-ntb Cenno-y (Four Lectures Dali,·crc.d before tlH.~ Uni~ 
ve.rsity of Oxford on th c l ! c hc5·tcr Foundation) Lon dont 1 8781 pp. 6o--6 5 ; J, Fe if alik, 
"Srudtcn zui· Gc~d1ichre der -::i.ltboh~ischcn Literanir 11 ' Orsterreir.hircfJe Akadenzie 
a er l fl' i j sen re 'Jt! f ten' s itZU71 gs b~r; C '·" e, r bi/ OS Op ,.li ff l)-l1i st ori ${'; be CI rs se' XXA7I 
( 1860), 685-71 S; Jan Il. C!lpck, 11lle[!,ori.e ·1,t O'i,,'(! R{fd:y a Tberiobulie (P.r::tgnc, 193 7), 
pp. 1-53. I ~in gre~tly indebted to H'cllyn'il Lobar for uansbdng this last ,vork. 

{I Fejfolik ( op. cit. pp: arglJ{.~.,, for an c~rlicr datci na111ely 13 78 or 13 79., 
w·hen ,, 1cncc~l~us \\'[l.S 5<;,·cntccn ye-n.rs oldr 

j<, Fcifallk ( op, cit. pp~ 69&--.100) t:r~ats this. ,vork • 
.u On the other hand, th~ phoenix spcal~s in Dubnn?ius' poc1n. 
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ciates ,vith 1nc.dieval tales. It is the poetry of the conunon Bohemian 
people, the layn1en ,vho ~re concerned ,vith the reforn1ation of abuses 
in the Church~ in contrast to the p oerry of Dubravill s '" here the 
:1nin1nls speak fro1n the side of the estab1ished Church 1 and, in fact, 
\yarn against the Protestant sects as heretical. Although the Czech 
pocn1 reveals no interest in landscape and background, it has son1e 
dramatic cpisodesl ,vhilc the Tberiobulin l1as son1e fine passages describ-
ing natural scenery., hut it is not theatrical. 'fhe anin1als jn the first 
pocn1 arc naturfll and sin1plc; in the ~econd they nre cre~turcs of ,vit 
and ,vidc learning.. Dubr~vius' transformation of a lively nni1nal ril-
legory into a ]earned poen1 ,vas a n1o~t appropriate gift to the pre.-
co ci ous y au th I Louis, ,v ho Yvns studious, gr n t1 e and kind by na rurc, 
yet eager to prove hi,nself a brave and strong ]dng. 

The author of the 1'beriohulia1 Jan Dubrav1us (Johannes Dubravius, 
Jan Dubr~~nv) achieved distinction ~s a churchn1an, historian, and 
diplornar., b1:,1t jr js his ro]c as a Hun1anist that particularly concerns us. 
Born 1n Pilsen in 1486, he ,vas originally ua:01cd Johannes Skala. After 
he had gone through the Jocal schools 1 he ,vas sent to , 11enn~ tn study 
because the University of Prague at that ti111e ,vas under the control 
of the heretical Utrac1uist sect. In \ 7ienna, under the guidance of the 
bri 11 i ant G er1nft n I-I un1~nist, Conrad Ccl tcs: he bcca m c Y crsed in 
rhetoric und Clnssicnl Htcrature. He then studied jn several universities 
ju Italy until he earned the degree of Doctor of Ecclesiastical La,Y at 
Padua. In 15 r I he rerurned to Bohcn:da to become the secretary of the 
ch ol:1r Srnni sl ft us Th urzo, Bish op of O l 111 Utz, , v ho , vas friend to nl an )r 

of the north er n I-In n1an ists> inc] uding Eras1nu s. S crv in g in a 1111111 b er 
of ccclesjastical posts, he had opportunities to becon1e acquainted ,vith 
1nany scholars~ g1nong ,vho1n he counted the Gern1an Hun1anist, 
Kaspar Ur.sinus ,, clius, his life-long friend .. Because of his eloquence 
and lcga l skill, he ,vas enu~t1stcd ,v-ith diplon1a tic n1issions in various 
countries. So, for cxan1ple1 he ,vas sent to the conrt of Francesco 
Sforza of i\-filan to arrange the marr1age of I(ing Sigismund and the 
Duke>s daughter. Shortly rtftcr Louis ,vas cro-\vncd 1.(ing of ]~ohcmia 
b)7 Iljshop Thurzo, he ,vas elevated to the kn1ghthood -nnd became 
eques aurrrtus. At the sa:n1e ti1ne he ,vas given the arn1s of J)oubravka 
2nd I-I rc1disch ,vith the rjgh t thereafter to be caHcd Dubravins~ For his 
services jn trying to effect an end to the T11rkish threats to Hungnry-,. 
he ,va~ granted the castle 2nd to\vn of B.retzsta\v. After the battle of 
l\1 ohacs ( r 5 2 t5), Dubravius himself led a rcgin1cnt against the Turks. 
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In 1541" at the death of Bishop Thurw, he ,vas clt(;tcd Bishop of 
Ohntitz~ The re1naining t,velve years of his life ,vere occupied b3T 
endless political problcn1s in Hohc111ia, 1-Iungnr)r, Moravia, and Poland, 
and by the n1ost agonizing troubles ,vithin the Church., not only \Vith 
the n1cna ce of the Tur lcs l lU t , vi th th c PTo testan t sects tb at '\\7 ere 
dividing the country by civil ,var. 

In ~pite of 11is official duties, Dubravius found titne to \Vrite an 
i 111 pres si v c nu n1 ber of , v or ks. They arc~ C oun n en tar .l'Y on A1 art in 11 t ts 
Capella, Oration to J(ing Sigisu11111d against tbe 1,urks, Or11tio11 on tbe 
Ainrringe of Sigisuurud, J_..etter on the J..,iturgyJ and Connuentary ou 
Psahn T7 .. 1\1orc extensive in scope arc his r,vo bcst-kno,vn books: a 
con1prehensive 1-listory of Bobe'IJJiaJ ~nd a Trerrlise 011 F'ishponds and 
Fisb, ,vhich ,v2s rranslated jnto English in 1599'.I and ,vas ,videly read 
in Eng1and~12 

In. the 1,her}obulia l)uhravius sho,vs hin1self a I-Jun1ani.~t both in the 
style of his poeu)~ and in the content. The Yery fact that the an.in1als 
speak Latin~ although they had been talking in Ii~rcnch, Germ-an, and 
C?.ech for several hnndred )•ears, 1nakes the 1vork a scho]arJs poern. 
Besides nun1erous ancient proverbs and the fables, the anin1als kno,v 
Greek n1ythology and ancient history. They have read the \Vorlrn of 
111any of the Roman and several of the Greek ,vrjters, as one sees fron1 
frcguent references. They quote lI0111erJ Plato, Pl-a.utusi Cicero 1 Ovid, 
Seneca~ Suetonius~ and Ausonius. l\1uch more often, hu\YCYCr~ they 
provjde the reader the pleasure of recognition as they- reproduce 
scenes, lines, or phrases fron1 Classical literarurc in alien contcxts. 1~ 

]:2 For -nn ;account of his ,,;,rritings, see .,_I\.. Truhlar arul C. Hr:adin:1, E11.cbiridion 
Tenntnr: poesis Lathh?e i1i BolJe1nitt et Afor.1via cultae (Prague, 1966) 11, 74-84. 

].i I shall cite onlv n f C\V from the dozc11s of instances of tl~c u~c of classical cchoc;s: 
( 1) Dove- Non si rr1ihi lingua: ccnturn sint, oraqnc / C<:.:ntun11 nee.: ipsa ,·ox s1 

adesse t f crre c1 (cf. ·vi rgil, G t'OrR,i c.s 1 l .4 J ) • 
( i) Goose - Gonynh spic uh ( cL \rfrgil, A e11eid Xl.773). 
( l) Cro,v- l\ 1cc-rur qu:-isi i11so C-aldtio quea.t / Lcv:arier ( cf. Cicero, Tusc. Di~p. 

lH.26.6:d+ 
(4) I1~ox- regjx Gaz.~ ( er. Cicero, De l111p. Po1nJJ. 2 3.66 )~ 
( 5) Fox- Nori ego eos Po1yposl qui uhi quid / T~ngunt~ tene.rc id perpetuo ~ciunt 

{ cf. Plautus, Au!uforit1 II.2..21). 
( 6) Lark~ qure si men1orem ego .. diem / Nox adhnat ( cf. Plaun1s, Captlvi 

Il.3.56 }. 
( 7) Flruuingo - ltn·ita ut b.chs ninil / Ac pugm1nte Mjnen~::i. (cf. Horace, An· 

I'oetica 365 )~ 
{ 8) El~ph:1nt- aln1:1 fa.usdtas ( cL Hontce, Off es 1\1.s. i 8). 
{ 9) P to l oguc to Book 11 - pro no ton de rent gr:;i 1nin :t morsu / Gramina gemmatis 

passim rorantia guttis ( ct Lucretius:, De TC1'1Hn naturn IT.; 19). 
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In content~ too, the Tberiob11lia is a product of the Hun1anistic 

atcirudc to,vard society. Heir to a Ion g series of medieval spec11hn11 
priu cip is treatises, the Renaissance 1 i tern ru re about the id cal prince 
retains 111 ost of the o 1 d moral tea chi ngst but it j s 1 ess stereotyped, n1ore 
imaginative., and n1orc liberal~ placing greater e1npl1asis upon education 
and hu1nan V/orth. In Italy the ne,v trend begins ,vith Petrarch ,vho, 
in a letter often entitled De PTincipis Officio, ,vrittcn in 1350) gives 
Doginata sell prnecepta to jnsurc the \velfarc of both prjnce and state. 
The virtues to be cultivated, the vices to be avoided) the qualities of 
statesn1anship to be striven for~ and the honor of rhe state are topics 
th~t Petrarcl1 revie\vs for Niccolo Acciaiuolij scncschal to the IGng 
of Sicily .. 14 A century }ater Gjovanni Pontano, secretary to Ferdinand 
I of Naples and chief liter:1I)7 figure of the Neapolit1u1 Acade1n}7 , 

dedicated his Liber de rjrincipe to Alfonso of Calabria .. ,~7ritten in-
formally~ in the guise of a letter, it repeats -all the kingly· virL1.1es :ind 
recalls the various pitfaIJs ,v-aiting for the u1T\-Vary ru1er, but it chiefly 
stresses the spirit of hu1nan dignity· and brnnnnitrrs~ as it advocates the 
pursuit of learning. These nvo ,vorks seem close to the spirit of 
Dubravius' ,vords of counsel to the young I(ing Louis in his animal 
f2ble \vhichi in reality, is a 111irror for the prince. 

It js- an jnteresdng phenon1enon thHt a number of fa111ous books on 
the education of the prince and the ideal state appeared just about the 
time that Dubravius ,vrutc his ,vork= 1\1achiavcI1i's II Principe ,vrjrtcn 
in • 513, c~stig1ionc's II Cortegiano in I 514, J\1ore1s Utopii1 in 1516, 
-and Erasn1us' Institutio Pri11cipis Cbristiani in 1516 .. Only the last can 
,vcll be con1p~rcd to the Tberiobulin, for lvlachia,l"elli's prince is too 
disillusioned, Castiglionc's court life is 1norc ,vorldly th~n the pleasant 
society of the Phncaccans recon1n1ended by Dllhravius, ind J\1ore's 
state is too largelJr concerned ,vith political and cconon1ic theory. 
Although Erasmus" Tbe Ed11cntio11 of tbe Cbris-tinn Prh1ce v.,.-as \Vritten 
for Prinee Charles (httcr Charles''), grgndson of the Emperor l\1axi-
1niliant ,vho ,vas living in circu1nst-ances as different as possible from 
Bohcniia's Louis, and Er~sn1us ,vas ,vriting a systernatic treatise on 
the proper education for the hcrrd of state~ yet the atn1osphere that 
per,Tadcs the book and many of the subjects discussed seetn close to 
Dubravius' ,York. If one ,v-cre to single out three precepts for the 

( 1 o) D(: er - mon d vagre . . . D ~m rnu b-; ( c (. Lucre du si 1J e -reru111 '11."lturtt l.404) , 
( 11) Phocni~ - rJinc n-ata ad auroran1 1 N:.dJathxaque / Ad regna Phrenjx ( cf. 

Ovid, JJetA I.61). 
u Book III 1 Epistle II. 
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pr incc that Erasn1 us seen 1s to stress 1nore than others:t th e)7 ,,~ ould he: 
Be a sincere Christian; Sho\v hun1an kindness and 1111derstnnding under 
all cir cu n1stan ces; Above all :t cherish peace. Du bra vi us, a nin1 a ls, as , ve 
have seen~ give si1nilar advice to their 1ion-kingr For us, tooi these 
precepts elicit a syn1pathetic response as the eagle bids the Jion ,vorship 
God ,vith a pure heart and singleness of mjnd~ -ns the f-a.lcon recom-
n1cnds the qualities of gentleness, mercy·, and kindness that n1akc an 
individual truly· bu1nnn11si ns the deer pleads for the blessings of peace, 
and the elephant says confidently that under a just king peace and 
concord ,vill surely prevail. 
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