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The Theriobulia of Jan Dubravius
Cora E. Luiz

N 1831 the German scholar K. A. Veith wrote an article entitied
“Ucber cin vergessenes Werk des Geschichtschreibers Johannes
Dubravius,” * in which he summarized the contents of a long
poem, the Theriobulia, by the Bohemian scholar, diplomat, and
bishop, Jan Dubravius. At that time the poem was so nearly forgotten
that Veith could find no copy of any edition but had to use the text
reprnted in §. F, Alsted’s Compendinm lexict philosopbici (Herborn,
1626). By great good fortunc, however, a copy of the original cdition
still exists. Of all the bibliographers only Panzer refers to it as being '
in the library of the Royal Society in London.* Since that time this
caopy has been acquired by Harvard University, the gifr of Philip
Hofer in 19471, and is now in the Houghton Ltbrary.® It was published [
by Frederick Peypus in Nuremberg on 1z March 1520. The title page |
of this small volume of thirty-cight unnumbered folios, bound in
vellum, is adorned with a charming woodcut border attributed to Hans
Springinklee [Plate I]. Surrounding the title, che lion-king of Bohenna,
enthroned with diadem and scepter, facing the crowned eagle of |
Moravia, is depicted with various birds and animals. An “L” crowned '
within a shield is centered above the atle, and below 1t, outlined in a :
wreath, Is a coat of arms consisting of an oak branch from which spring !
three acorns. The ticle reads: Theriobulia Joanms Dubravii Iuriscon-
sulti et Equitis avrati de Regiis praeceptis. Another edition of the
pocm edited by Johanncs Antoninus in Cracow in 1521 for the press
of Floryan Ungler and one printed in Dreslav in 1614 are recorded,?
but I have been unable to locate a copy of either edition.
Dubravius wrote his poem on the joyful occasion of the accession
of the young Louis I to the thronc of Bohcmia and Pannoniz in a

1 Qesterreichisehes Arehiv fiir Geschichte, Evdbeschretbung, Staatenkunde, Kunst
und Literatur, I (1831), 204296, 301-304, 316.

*Vol. 1X, i, 547. no. 155b.

*Typ 520.20.340.

‘See “Life and Writings of Daobravius, Bishop of Olmutz {1542-1553)," by
Albert H. Wratislaw, in Transactions of the Royal Historical Sociery, 1X, senes T
(1881), 148,

16
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The Theriobulia of Jan Dubravius 37

ccremony at Prague in 1517.° In a prose dedication, addressing Louis
as invictissime and clementissime, the poet bids the new king strive to
equal the singular devotion to duty of his grandfather Casimir, the in-
comparable integrity of his father Vladislaus, and the remarkable justice
of his uncle Sigismund, king of Poland. Hc hopes that Lows will
accept his gift happily, read it with pleasure, and wish gladly to imitate
those parts which he admires. There is no indication that this was more
than a private poem, and it would presumably have remained so if
Dubravius® cousin, Leeonard Dubravius, had not seen it and begged to
copy it. The good bishop granted this permission on condivon that he
keep it for his own use. Although Leonard usually respected his
cousin’s wishes, in this instance he felt constrained to allow others to
enjoy it; consequently he wrote a dedication to Peter Krafft, bishop
of Ratisbon, and had it published in Nuremberg in 1520.°

The title of the Latin poem Theriobulia carrics the double meaning
of “council of animals” and thc “counsel of the animals.” ™ It is written
in a variety of Greck metcrs that had been made familiar by Horace in
his Odes. It is an unusual fable written exptessly for the young king
at the beginning of his reign. It opens with an invitation from the new
king-lion to all the birds and animals to attend a meeting. Puzzled as
to the rcason for the assembly, since the kingdom is at peace and there

| seem to be no threats from foreign or domestic foes, the creaturcs arrive
at the palace. Immediately, with simple dignity, the lion addresses
them as faithful followers and thanks them for coming. Speaking with
regret of the death of his father, reminding them of his own youth and
incxpericnee, and stating his conviction that kingly power depends
more upen virtue than on royal bload, he asks them to advisc him con-
cerning the kingly virtues for which he should strive. Tiwenty-four
quadrupeds and twenty-four birds answer the invitation and each gives
the counsel that he considers most important.

If it is extraordinary by all the conventions of the traditional fable
to find the lion-king sincercly secking advice on the conduct of his
personal life and the administration of his domain, it is consistent with
the tenor of this whole poem, Although the animals rccognize the
stereotype set for them since the time of Acsop, they behave in a

* Louis {1506-1526) had already bcen crowned King of Iungary in 1508 and of
Bohemia in 1500,

" The cousin furnishes this information in the dedicatory epistle.
* The word appeats to have been coined by Dubravius from €nefor and fovhi.
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remarkably independent pattern. For instance, on this occasion, the
normally arrogant lion is humble. He says, “Because I am a lion, do
not think mec so endowed with brutish feelings that I should belicve
my kingdom can be sccurc by that fact alone.,” Again he expresses his
feeling of kingly obligadon- “It is right for a king to be above all in
character as he is in fortune.” The wolf actually cites as a gcneral
estimate of his character the fable of the wolf who devoured an in-
nocent lamb on the pretext that the victim was muddying the drinking
water, though the poor creature was downstreain from the wolf, He
cautions the lion against behaving in a wolfish manner, extorting and
plundering. “It is better to have a poor kingdom than a rich one that
has been formed from evil gains.” The fox does not show such a com-
pletc reversal of character, but she does give straightforward advice.
Her warning is against unrciiable administrators whao will look to their
own Interests and against parasites who are set upon enriching them-
selves at the expense of the common good. The lion-king would do
well to look after his affairs himself.

During the course of the mecting, as cach creaturc emphasizes the
characteristics that he thinks appropriate and requisitc for a good king,
there emerges a clear image of the kind of monarch they would like.
First of all, he must be a Christian kiog, a-sincere worshipper of Christ
and a faithful follower of his precepts. Consistent twith the Christian
tradition, he should exhibit the qualities of truchfulness, justice, clem-
ency, courage, constancy, sobriety, and patience. The king must
always be honorable; in word and decd he must show himself “hu-
manus and magoanimons, As an admimistrator the king should take
care to surround himself with honorable and wise counsellors, His
court should be splendid and magnificent, affording generous hos-
pitality and noble entertainment particularly to representatives of other
statcs. By vigilance and preparedness he should keep his country sirong
against external enemics and frec from internal lawlessncss and crime.
His goal should always be peace.

These abstract qualifications for the ideal roler represent the suro
total of the positive injunctions of the various creatures, but the n-
dividual admonitions are cxpressed in specific terms, often in a colorful
stvle. So, for example, the leopard begins his advice on the need for
Imrmmr by declaring, on the auchority of Homer, that Calliope, the
chiief of the Muscs, is the companion of kings, and reminds the lion
that Plaro asks that kings be educated and love those who are learned.
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Bidding the king to discover his own nature, the flamingo urges him
never to violate his natural integrity. The ox, disclaiming talent and
wisdom, suggests the homely advice that the king walk with slow and
deliberate step, yer always in a firm and unwavering coutse. The
monkey advocates 2 touch of humor to Jeaven the usual gravity of the
monarch, but always in good tastc and consistent with the dignity and
majesty of the position. The donkey, out of his long experience of
burden-bearing, urges the king to endurc the great burdens of state
with fortitude and equanimity. With phrases reminiscent of Tibullus,
the deer enumerates and extols the blessings of peace, recominending
the constant pursuit of harmony and concord. To reinforce the senti-
ments of the deer, the cagle remiuds the lion that of the two ways of
settling differences between peoples, that is, war and lawful arbitration,
violence is the way of beasts, while a peaceful resolution of conflicting
interests s more appropriate for men. With greater acumen than he 1s
generally credited with, the camel reminds the lion of two precepts of
Plato: to bend all of his efforts to the common good and to think of
the statc as an organic whole, never to cater to one part to the neglect
of another. Recommending compassion for the poor, the falcon re-
minds the lion that he should always consider himself the father of his
people.

Not cvery animal is sufficiently tactful to phrasc his advice in the
form of construcuve suggestions: many, indeed, choosc to concentrate
vpon qualities and situatiens to be avoided. Curiously enough, often
the most timorous, mild creatures are most vchement in their admoni-
tions. The dove, for example, in strong terms, warns against giving
way to anger. Rage, one step removed from frenzy, unable ta control
itself, forgetful of honor, foe to reason, is bound to result in ruin. A
hundred tongues, a hundred throats, and a voice of iron could naot
describe the myriad cvils resultant from anger in a king. After en-
| dorsing the strictures of the dove, the lamb warns against intemperate
speech, condemning particularly several proverbial sayings associated
with tyrants, such as the one made famous by Euripides’ Hippolytus,
“Though I have sworn with my tongue, yet my mind never committed
itself.” Inline with these tva is the injuncuon of the ibis that the king
should refrain from saying anything of which he might larer be
ashamed. Further; Caesar’s house must be free even of the suspicion
of wrong. Many of the creaturcs warn against personal failings, such
as scnsuality, love of luxury, arrogance, pride, indolence, deceitfulness,
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perfidy, avarice, sloth, drunkenness, and licentionsness. Ounly a few
point out pitfalls to be avoided in governing the state. Do not, they
warn, demoralize the soldicrs by distributing largess; do nor allow the
state to be divided by heretical groups lest it perish; do not plunder and
destroy the enemy, once he has been conquered; do not be mnfluenced
by cvil advisers,

The animals and birds to a large extent abandon the fiction of the
lion-king and speak in homan tcrms. Examples to illustrate some
quality which they wish to emphasize are often taken from Greek
litcrature or (zreek and Roman history. The govse, for example, points
out that the ideal for 2 king and his people is best demonstrated in the
picture that Homer paints of the highly cultured king Alcinous and
his civilized people, the Phacaceans. Plato is recommended for his
discussion of the role of the king with respect to ensuring the highest
welfare of the people. As models to emulate, one or another of the
creaturcs names the Roman heroes: Cato, Brutus, Camillus, Aemilius
Paulus, and Haratus Cocles, for their devotion to duty and their
constancy and endurance, Again, as worthy examples, they cite Scipio
for his memorable insistcnce upon the sacred rights of legates, Augustus
for his urbanity and culture, and Trajan, Hadrian, and Alexander
Severus for their magnificence and splendor in court life and in imperial
buildings. Many more of the ancients serve as exponents of behavior
to be avoided. Among them, Agamemnon is held up as an example of
failure in lcadership through indecision; Tarquinius Superbus and
Sulla demonstrate the {olly of cruclty and arrogance; Alexander the
Great excmplifies intemperance in every form; the Roman eMperors
Caligula, Nclo, and Commodus exhibit dcplwed conduct not only
unworthy of a monarch but most ruinous to a state,

Several of the former rulers of Bohemia are cited to illustrate the
animals’ ideas. Charles IV, king of Bohemia from 1346 to 1378, who
made Prague a beautiful city resplendent with noble public buildings
and majestic churches and founded the great university, is recalled as
an illustrious example of the creator of a magnificent capitel and 2
splendid court. On the other hand, the brilliant promise of Charles’s
son, Wenceslaus IV of Germany and king of Bohemia from 1378 to
1419, a promisc that failed to materialize becanse of vacillation and
lack of adequate leadcrship, 1s an illustration of the disastrous resules
of intemperance. Wenceslaus” half-brother, Sigismund of Poland,
whom Wenceslaus placed upon the throne of Hungary and who snc-
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Nimiog; pluris faciatid quod plrribus
Prode(le {cit,quam pautiorum gratiaim,
Viioterimmenfos henores,magnag
Obfequia, (e R egem quidem, atg; homing fciate
Siquis erit,ad Dei cultfi qui conferat

Late explicandum R egiam potentiam.

Si quis metuat cundem,ac diligat deum
Iltudey regnum praferatregno fuo
Conforte quod caret, caretepiniuria,

Siquis auidam nocendi fionmentem gerat,
Non puniat rcos priuato comemodo.

Simitis ignofcat peccanti perperam

Eama Veniamnon concedat crimini

Sed vite in alios vertendamores probos,
Si laxior quanto poreftas contigit
Veneris,voluntas tanto fit reftrictior.

i quis erit,irg quifeiartempus dare
Menti quietem, corpori decens (trum
Supplexc lachrymanfo, plena fordium

Paratus expiare (it piacula.
Hunc Chritianum R egem vere dicimus,

Hic ﬁnfsfandi,f'olio tum Rex Leoebutaeo
Surgit,quadrupedes medid quéad limina duciic,
Finis,

Impreflum Numbergz per Foederici
Pey pusAnno (alutiferi parius . M.D.,
XX.Dievero duodecia Mélis Mastii,

Prate 1]
COLOPTION
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The Theriobulia of Jan Dubravius 473

ceeded him as king of Bohemia (1436-1437), is lauded becausc he
made his palace a showplace of elegance and provided lavish hos-
pitality suitable to his positien. Although he was king of Bohemia for
only two years (1469-1471), the brilliant Matthias Corvinus of
Hungary is thrice cited not solely for his wealth, culture, and glittering
court, but more for his humility and concern for even the least of his
subjects. Matthias, who has the reputation of being one of the greatest
monarchs who ever rcigned, yielded the throne of Bohemia to Viadis-
laus (1471~1516), the father of youug Louis, who later succeeded
him as king of [Hungary also. The generons entertainment provided
by Vladislaus is noted with favorable comment, for ambassadors and
visiting royalty were always laden with precious gifts and given safe
conduct through Bohemia and Pannonia in accord with the sacred
rights of envoys. Louis himsclf, Ludovicus II, king of Hungary and
Bohemia (1517-1526), though only 2 boy at the time, is praised for
his bravery in war against the Turks.

Dubravins’ long poem is interrupted at mid-point after twenty-two
of the creatures have spoken. Then the lion-king dismisscs the as-
sembly. In scemly manner the participants retire to the royal palace
where a splendid banguet has been prepared. In a scenc recalling the
feast of the gods at the end of the first book of the IHiad, the king, his
nables, and all the subjects sit down before well-laden tables served by
one hundred animals and one hundred birds, After dinner the king
drinks a toast to the queen cagle, then all drink freely from golden
goblets while the nightinqale plays upon the lyre. Finally, sleep, in-
vited by the sweet strains of the harp, comes and stands at the door.
The king ariscs and gocs to his chamber and all the guests go to their
repose.

The second book opens with a pleasant pictarc of the dawning of
the new day as the birds Jeave their nests and the animals come from
their dens in the forest or their marshy glades. The lion-king again
convenes the assembly and twenty-six other creatures speak their
views, At the end, fourteen more bid the bison serve as their spokes-
man. [de responds with cloquent shetoric in a scrics of conditional
clauses in which he delineates the qualifications he considers essential
in a king, then declaring, “Such a man we truly call a Christian king.”
Without further comment the king rises from his ivory throne and the
animals escort him into the palace.

The antecedents for Dubravins’ poem werce, first, the fables at-
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tributed to Aesop, in all their varying adaprations from Awianus
through Gualterns Anglicus, then the related medieval beast epic,
from Isengrimus of Master Nisardus of Ghent, through uncounted
versions of Reynard the Fox tales, particularly in the Netherlands,
Germany, and France. Curiously enough, the core of these tales is
the story of the sick lion and the council of animals, Here one finds
the chief actors cast in persisting roles: the arrogant lien, the vicious
walf, and the crafty, heartless fox. The Physiologus, too, and its
transformation in the various medicval bestiarics, furnished knowledge
of the same animals and gave informadon on many more. Although
Dubravius knew many of these earlier works, his invnediate and
specific source is revealed in his dedication. Here he tells Louis that,
most happily, at precisely the right moment, he came upon an old
animal fable in the vernacular which told of a meeting of animals to
counsel their new king. This book, also written in poctry, is the
Czech Novd Rada of Smil Flaska of Pardupitz, the secretary of state
in Bohemia from 1396 to 1403." Composcd about 1394 in the reign
of Wenceslaus IV.® it was published scveral times in the sixteenth
century and recently (1040) a very charming adaptation in modern
Czech by Yrantisck Virba was published in Prague. The title New
Counsels indicates that it, too, was based wpon an older account.’® In
Flaska’s Czech poem most of the birds and animals are the same ones
who speak in Dubravius® work; they arc 2ll rcal crearures, wich the
exception of the griffin and the uwuicorn who do not appear in the
Theriobulig The assembly takes the form of a parliament where the
animals dcbate, taking opposite sides in their advice, while the Latin-
speaking animals of Dubravius always present their advice from the
point of view of loyalty to the king. Ilaska’s pocm is an allegory, full
of symbolism like the bestiaries, quite medieval in flavor, reminiscent
of Chaucer’s, Parliminent of Fowls, and there is the humor one asso-

*T'or a discussion of this wotk, see Albere H. Wiratislaw, The Native Literature
of Bobesia in the Fourteenth Century (Four Lecturcs Delivered before the Uni-
versity of Oxford on the Tiehester YFoundation) London, 1878, pp. 6o-65; J. Feifalik,
“Srudien zur Geschichre der altbohmischen Liveracur,” Oesterreichiseflie Aladeniie
der Wissenschaften, Sitzungsberichte, Philosopiisch-bistorisehie Classe, XXXII
(1860), 685-718; Jan B. Capck, Allegorie Nove Rady a Theriobulie (Prague, 1937),
pp. 1-53. I am greatly indebted to Halyna Lobay for translating this last work.

*Feifalik (op. cit. pp. &94—G96) argues for an eaclier dare, namcly 1378 or 1379,
when Wenceslaus was seventeen years old.

*Feifalil: (ap, ¢it. pp. 6y6-700) treats this work.

** On the other hand, the phoenix speaks im Dubravius’ poem,
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T'he Theriobulia of Jan Dubravius 43

ciates with medieval tales. It is the poctry of the conumon Bohemian
pcople, the laymen who are concerned with the reformation of abuses
in the Church, in contrast to the poetry of Dubravius where the
animals speak from the side of the established Church, and, in fact,
warn against the Protestant sects as herctical.  Although the Czech
pocm reveals no interest in landscape and background, it has some
dramatic cpisodes, while the Theriobulia has some fine passages describ-
ing natural scenery, but it is not theatrical. "The amimals in che first
poem ar¢ natural and simple; in the second they are creaturcs of wit
and wide learning. Dubravius’ transformation of a lively animal al-
legory into a learned poem was a most appropriate gift to the pre-
cacious youth, Louis, who was studious, gentle and kind by narure,
yet eager to prove himself a brave and strong king.

The author of the T'heriobmnlia, Jan Dubravius (Johannes Dubravius,
Jan Dubraw), achieved distinction as a churchman, historian, and
diplomar, but 1t js his role as a Humanist that particnlarly concerns us.
Born in Pilscn in 1486, he was originally named Johannes Skala. Afrer
he had gone through the Jocal schools, he was sent to Vienna to study
because the University of Prague at chat time was under the control !
of the heretical Utraquist sect, In Vienna, under the gnidance of the
brilliant German Huomanist, Conrad Ccltes, he beeame versed in
rhetoric and Classical literature. He then studied 1n several universities
in Traly undil he earned the degree of Doctor of Ecclesiastical Law at
Padua. In 1511 he returned to Bohemia to become the secretary of the
scholar Stanislaus Thurze, Bishop of Olmiitz, who was friend to many
of the northern IHumanists, including Erasmus. Serving in a number
of coclesiastical posts, he had opportunitics to become acquainted with
many scholars, among whom he counted the German Humanist,
Kaspar Ussinus Velius, his life-Jong friend. Because of his eloquence
and legal skill, he was enwnsted with diplomatic missions in varlous
conntries. So, for cxample, he was sent to the court of Francesco
Sforza of Milan to arrange the marriage of King Sigismund and the
Duke’s daughter. Shortly after Louis was crowned King of Bohemia
by Bishop Thurzo, hc was elevated to the knighthood and became
eques aurains. At the same time he was given the arms of Doubravka
and Hradisch with the right thereafter to be called Dubravins. For his
services in trying to cffcct an end to the Turkish threats to Hungary,
he was granted the castle and town of Bretzstaw. Afcer the bartle of
Mohics (1526), Dubravius himself led a regiment against cthe Turks.
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In 1541, at the death of Bishop Thurzo, he was clected Bishop of
Olmiitz. The remaining twelve years of his life were occupied by
endlcss political problems in Bohemia, ITungary, Maraviz, and Poland,
and by the most agonizing troubles within the Church, not only with
the mcnace of the Turks but with the Protestant sects that were
dividing the country by civil war.

In spite of his official duties, Dubravius found time to write an
impressive number of works. They arc: Comwentary on Martignus
Capella, Oration to King Sigismund agaiist the Turks, Orvation on the
Marringe of Sigisnnmd, Lester on the Liturgy, and Connuentary on
| Psalui V. More extensive in scope arc his two best-known books: a
comprehensive History of Bohemig, and a Treatise on Fishponds and
Fish, which was translated into English in 1599, and 1was widely read
in England.*®

In the Theriobulig Dubravius shows himse{f a Humanist both in che
style of his poetry and in the content. The very fact thar the animals
speak Latin, although they had been talking in French, German, and
Crech for several hundred years, makes the work 2 scholar’s poem.
Besides numerous ancient proverbs and the fables, the animals know
Greek mythelogy and ancient history. They have read the works of
many of the Roman aud several of the Greek writers, as one sces from
' frequent references. They quote ITomer, Plato, Plaurus, Cicero, Ovid,
Sencca, Suctonius, and Ausonius. Much more often, however, they
provide the reader the pleasure of rccognition as they reproduce
scenes, lines, or phrascs from Classical literature in alien contexts.™

“Tor an account of his writings, see A. Truhlal and C. Hradinz, Enchiridion
renntae poesis Latinae in Bolemin et Moravia cultae (Prague, 1066) 11, 74-8a.
I shall cite only a few from the dozens of instances of the use of classical echacs:
(1) Dove— Non si mihi linguz ccntum sint, oraque / Centum, nec ipsa vox st
adesset ferrea (cf. Virgil, Georgics 1l.43).
(2) Goose — Gortynia spicula (ef, Vivgil, Aeneid Xl.g73).
(3) Crow— Meeror quasi ipso Calviiio queat / Levarier (cf. Cicero, Tuse. Disp.
11,26.62).
(4) Fox—regiz Gazz (ck. Cicero, De Imp. Pomnp. 23.66).
(5) Fox— Novi cgo eos Polypos, qui ubi quid / Tangunt, tenere id perpetuo sciant
{cf. Plautus, Aufuiaria 12.21),
(6) Lark—qure si memorem ego . . . diem / Nox adimat (cf. Plautus, Captivi
| 11.3.56). |
, %;} Flamingo — Invira ut facias nihil / Ac pugnante Minerva {(cf. Horace, Ars
' Poetica 385).
| {8) LElcphant — almia fausritas {(cf. Horace, Odes TV.5.18).
{9} Prologue to Book il — prano ronderent gramina morsu / Gramina gemmatis
passim rorantia guttls (cf, Lucretius, De rerum natiira 11.319),
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The Theriobulia of Jan Dubravius 45

In content, too, the Theriobulia is a product of the Humanistic
attitude toward society. Heir to a long series of medieval speculzm
principis treatiscs, the Renaissance literature about the ideal prince
retains most of the old moral teachings, but it js less stereotyped, more
imaginative, and more Jiberal, placing greater emphasis upon education
and human worth. In Italy the new trend begins with Petrarch who,
in a letter often entitled De Principis Officio, written in 1350, gives
Dogwata sen praecepia to insurc the welfare of both prince and state.
The virtues to be cultivated, the vices to be avoided, the qualities of
statesmanship ta be striven for, and the honor of the state are topics
that Petrarch reviews for Niccolo Acciatuoly, seneschal to the King
of Sicily.** A century Jater Giovanni Pontano, secretary to Ferdinand
I of Naples and chicl literary figure of the Neapolitan Academy,
dedicated his Liber de Principe to Alfonso of Calabria, Weritten in-
formally, in the guise of a letter, it repcats all the kingly virtues and
recalls the various pitfalls waiting for the unwary raler, but 1t chiefly
stresses the spirit of human dignity and bamranitas, as it advocates the
pursuit of learning. These two works sccm close to the spirit of
Dubravius’ words of counsel to the young King Louis in his animal
{able whicl, in reality, is a mirror for the price.

It is an interesting phenomenon that 2 number of famous books on
the cducation of the prince and the 1deal state appeared just about the
time that Dubravius wrote his work: Machiavelli’s 77 Principe written
in 1513, Castiglione’s If Cortegiano in 1514, More’s Utopia in 1516,
and Erasmus’ Iustitutio Principis Christigni in 1516, Only the last can
well be compared te the Theriobulia, for Machiavelli’s prince is too
disillusioned, Castiglionc’s court life is more worldly than the pleasant
society of the Phacaceans recommended by Dubravius, and More’s
state is too largely concerned with political and cconomic theory.
Although Erasmus’ The Education of the Christian Prince wwas written
for Prince Charles (later Charles V), grandson of the Emperor Maxi-
milian, who was living in circumstances as different as possible from
Bohemia’s Louis, and Erasmus was writing a systematic treatise on
the proper cducation for the head of stare, yet the atmosphere that
pervades the book and many of the subjects discussed seem close to
Dubravius’ work, If one were to single out three precepts for the

(10) Deer— montivage . . . Dammule {cf, Lucretius, De reruan sratura 1,404),

{11) Phocnix — Hinc nata ad auroram, Nabatheague / Ad regna Pheenix (cf.
Ovid, Aler. L61).

“ Book IIT, Epistle 1L,
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prince that Erasmus seems to stress more than others, they would he:

Be a sincerc Christian; Show human kindness and understanding under

all circumstances; Above all, cherish peace. Dubravius’ animals, as we

have seen, give similar advice to their lionking. Tor us, too, these

precepts elicit a sympathetic response as the cagle bids the Jion worship
| God with a pure heart and singleness of mind, as the falcon recom-
| nends the qualitics of gentleness, mercy, and kindness that make an
" individual truly bzrzasas, as the decr pleads for the blessings of peace,

and the clephant says confidently that under a just king peace and
concord will surely prevail,
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